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APRIL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

Last Chance Audubon Society will meet,
Monday, April 19, 2010, at 7 pm in the Choir
Room of Paul's Methodist Church (enter off
Cruse, first room on left).

The program -- GOLDEN EAGLE
MIGRATION ECOLOGY -- will be presented by
Robert Domenech, Executive Director and
founder of Raptor View Research Institute.

Robert Domenech has been studying migratory
patterns and ecology of raptors since 1998 and has
become one of the leading authorities on Golden
Eagle migration in the Rocky Mountain Front. He
worked with long-time raptor migration experts Fred
Tilly, Western Flyway Coordinator of Hawk
Migration Association of North America, and Steve
Hoffman, Executive Director of Montana Audubon,
creating one of the best migration think tanks
available. They surveyed dozens of ridges for
migration flights and identified several of the best
observation sites in Montana. RVRI then began one
of the most in-depth studies on adult Golden Eagle
migratory ecology in the West. Other projects
include nesting ecology of Swainson's Hawks and
contaminant loads and productivity rates in Osprey.

Rob's passion for raptors was sparked in the mid-
eighties as a teen in New Jersey. Sitting with expert
hawk counters at Cape May and Raccoon Ridge, he
learned about migration ecology and how to identify
hawks in flight. He graduated from the University
of Montana in Wildlife Biology and started to search
for places in western Montana to conduct raptor
migration research. He worked with the Tillys to
establish the Golden Eagle fall migration research
site along the Rocky Mountain Front. In 2004 his
dream came true when he created Raptor View
Research Institute.

BIRDING CLASS THIS SPRING

If you are interested in birds and would like to
learn more about them, or if you've wanted to take
up birding but don't know where to start, join Last
Chance Audubon for a beginning birding class this
spring. We'll discuss the basics of birding and bird
identification and spend some time in the field
practicing.

We will meet at St. Paul's Methodist Church for
two classroom sessions on Thursday, April 29, and
Thursday, May 6, from 7:00 to 8:30 pm. Field trips
will be held on Saturday, May 1, at the Regulating
Reservoir--this is International Migratory Bird Day--
and Saturday, May 8, in and around Helena. We ask
for a $15.00 enrollment fee to cover costs.

Spring is just around the corner. Many migratory
birds will be back in Montana in the coming weeks,
and we can all begin to enjoy the beauty and
diversity of birds once again.

If you want to attend the class, please call Jo
Lace, 443-6640, to sign up. We'll try to limit class
size to 20 people.
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SECRETARY SALAZAR RELEASES NEW "'STATE OF THE BIRDS" REPORT SHOWING
CLIMATE CHANGE THREATENS HUNDREDS OF SPECIES
(excerpt from Cornell Labs, Pat Leonard, pel27@cornell.edu, March 11, 2010)

Climate change threatens to further imperil hundreds of species of migratory birds, already under stress from
habitat loss, invasive species and other environmental threats, a new report released today by Secretary of the
Interior Ken Salazar concludes.

The State of the Birds: 2010 Report on Climate Change follows a comprehensive report released a year ago
showing that nearly a third of the nation's 800 bird species are endangered or in significant decline. The report, a
collaboration of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and experts from the nation's leading conservation
organizations, shows that climate changes will have an increasingly disruptive effect on bird species in all
habitats, with oceanic and Hawaiian birds in greatest peril.

Key findings from the State of the Birds climate change report include:
eOceanic birds are among the most vulnerable specie
challenges from a rapidly changing marine ecosystem; and they nest on islands that may be flooded as sea levels
rise. All 67 oceanic bird species, such as petrels and albatrosses, are among the most vulnerable birds on Earth to
climate change.
A Hawaiian birds such as endanger emultigdepheatsiand@e Puai ohi
increasingly challenged by mosquito-borne diseases and invasive species as climate change alters their native
habitats.
A Birds in coastal, arctic/alpine, and grasngsl and ha
show intermediate levels of vulnerability; most birds in arid lands, wetlands, and forests show relatively low
vulnerability to climate change.
A For bird species that are al r-ehaekeywarlér, wooopimgcane,v at i on
and spectacled eider, the added vulnerability to climate change may hasten declines or prevent recovery.
A The report identified common bird species such as
northern pintail that are likely to become species of conservation concern as a result of climate change.

"Birds are excellent indicators of the health of our environment, and right now they are telling us an important
story about climate change," said Dr. Kenneth Rosenberg, director of Conservation Science at the Cornell Lab of
ornithology. "Many species of conservation concern will face heightened threats, giving us an increased sense of
urgency to protect and conserve vital bird habitat."

"The dangers to these birds reflect risks to everything we value: our health, our finances, our quality of life
and the stability of our natural world," said Audubon's Glenn Olson. "But if we can help the birds weather a
changing climate, we can help ourselves."

For additional information, visit the State of the Birds website, www.stateofthebirds.org.

Red-breasted Nuthatch

pair by Larry McQueen

9. Pine Siskin
TOP 20 MOST FREQUENTLY REPORTED 10. Black-billed Magpie
FEEDER BIRDS, 11. Red-breasted Nuthatch
MOUNTAIN WEST - WINTER 08-09 12. European Starling
1. Black-capped Chickadee 13. Red-winged Blackbird
2. House Finch 14. Hairy Woodpecker
3. Downy Woodpecker 15. American Goldfinch
4. House Sparrow 16. Sharp-shinned Hawk
5. Dark-eyed Junco 17. Common Redpoll
6. Northern Flicker 18. Red Crosshill
7. Mountain Chickadee 19. White-breasted Nuthatch
8. American Robin 20. Eurasian Collared Dove
Project FeederWatch - www.birds.cornell.edu/pfw




Last Chance Audubon Society
Spring 2010 Field Trips and Workshops

Please call the leaders to make a reservation for their walk. Bring snacks and water, and dress for the weather.

April 17, Saturday i Missouri River below Hauser Dam. Leave it to Sara Toubman to come up with a unique
walk to begin our season. She will lead you on one of her two favorite hikes in the Helena area, the trail below
Hauser Dam. There will be birds to be sure---bald eagles, belted kingfishers, dippers, other species and perhaps some
otters, but this is primarily a spectacular walk---deep in the Missouri River Canyon; a chance to see the Missouri in
that area without a dam. Meet Sara in the southeast corner of the K-Mart parking lot at 8:00 a.m., return around noon.
Call Sara at 442-1271.

April 24, Saturday i Warm Springs Ponds. Warm up to spring by meeting Brian Shovers and Jo Lace at the
northwest end of the Lundy Center parking lot, next to Ben Franklin, for a journey to these rewarding ponds. They
will be joined this year by Gary Swant, an experienced birder and resident of the Deer Lodge Valley. Look forward
to lots of waterfowl and a variety of other species. There are often unexpected avian surprises on this walk. Bring a
lunch, and a scope if you have one. Return mid-afternoon. Call Brian or Jo at 443-6640.

April 29, Thursday evening - LCAS Beginning Birding Workshop. Call Jo Lace at 443-6640 to sign up.
May 1, Saturday - LCAS Beginning Birding Workshop Field Trip

May 6, Thursday evening - LCAS Beginning Birding Workshop

May 8, Saturday - LCAS Beginning Birding Workshop Field Trip

May 8 through September4-fiBi rds and Beasl| ey 06s SaedyShull andJgne Beasleyd i n g
are again sponsoring their popular two hour morning birding adventures every Saturday from May 8 through Sept. 4.
Meet at 7:30 a.m. at 70 S. Park, in front of Birds and Beasleys. Trips to local birding sites will be led by a B&B staff
person and destinations will wvary through(®4t the su

May 15, Saturday - McClellan Creek. This trip will be a loop from Montana City to East Helena, exploring a
variety of habitats in the McClellan Creek area. Expect to see birds inhabiting both mountain riparian habitats,
mountain grassland habitats and the areas in between. Meet at the south Montana Department of Transportation
parking lot at 7:00 a.m. Call Don Skaar at 442-3254.

June 4-6, Friday through Sunday - Montana Audubon Bird Festival. This weekend is the state Audubon
Birding Festival in Missoula. There will be no Helena area trips scheduled. To register, go to
www.mtaudubon.org/birdwatching/festival or call the Montana Audubon office at 406-443-3949. There are an
abundance of enticing trips planned for the festival this year---peruse them in the most recent Montana Audubon
newsletter.

June 12, Saturday 7 Beaver Creek (near Winston) and environs. Join Jim Greene, Martha Vogt and Jerry
Bodmer for a trip to a new area! With Jerry as our guide we will explorethese ver al di ver se habi't
property along and adjacent to historic Beaver Creek. Jerry is ready to share the history of the area, near which was a
campsite for William Clark on Sunday, July 21, 1805. Bring a lunch. We will meet at the Pizza Hut parking lot by
Wal-Mart at 7:30 a.m. Call Jim or Martha at 495-9270 or greenevogt@imt.net to make a reservation.

June 26, Saturday i The second annual Blue Light Special! Bob Martinka always has something new or
interesting up his windbreaker sl eeve, and this tin
also see some interesting birds at this still new Helena birding hotspot. Meet Bob at the west side of the K-Mart
parking lot at 9:00 a.m. Call Bob at 449-3313 to confirm meeting location.

June 19, Saturday - Nevada Valley Trumpeter Swan Release (tentative) Del Straub is working with the
Blackfoot Challenge in Ovando to firm up details of this trip again this year. As in the past, approximately 20 LCAS
members will be allowed to participate. Look for details in the May newsletter.


http://www.mtaudubon.org/birdwatching/festival
mailto:greenevogt@imt.net

IRENE ROSETTA
1920 - 2010

Irene Rosetta passed away in Missoula on March
5, 2010.

She was a long-time member of Last Chance
Audubon Society and always a good friend of the
chapter.

Irene and her husband, Noel Rosetta, who died in
February 2008, were familiar faces at LCAS
meetings and other functions over many years. We
miss them!

Noel and Irene Rosetta at Nature Park

Last Chance Audubon Society promotes
understanding, respect and enjoyment of birds
and the natural world through education, habitat
protection and environmental advocacy.

APRIL 5, 1974

by Richard Wilbur
The air was soft, the ground still cold.
In the dull pasture where I strolled
Was something | could not believe.
Dead grass appeared to slide and heave,
Though still too frozen-flat to stir,
And rocks to twitch, and all to blur.
What was this rippling of the land?
Was matter getting out of hand
And making free with natural law?
I stopped and blinked, and then | saw
A fact as eerie as a dream,
There was a subtle flood of steam
Moving upon the face of things.
It came from standing pools and springs
And what of snow was still around;
It came of winterbés gi
So that the freeze was coming out,
As when a set mind, blessed by doubt,
Relaxes into mother-wit.
Flowers, | said, will come of it.

According to Dame Juliana Berners in her Boke of
St. Albans, the first printed English treatise on
falconry:

a gyrfalcon for a king

a peregrine foran earl

a merlin for a lady

a goshawk for a yeoman

a sparrowhawk for a priest

a musket* for the holy water clerk
At the top of this list was:

An eagle for an emperor.
*Male sparrowhawk
--from An Eagle to the Sky by Frances Hamerstrom




INTERNATIONAL MIGRATORY
BIRD DAY

Mark your calendars! On Saturday, May 1,
2010, the International Migratory Bird Day
Celebration will take place at the Helena Valley
Regulating Reservoir. Early morning Dawn Chorus
bird walks begin at 6:30 with additional IMBD
activities running from 9 AM to 2 PM. We are
looking for interested people to help lead the early
morning bird hikes beginning at 6:30 as well as for
hands-on activities throughout the day. Training will
be provided.

If this event sounds like fun, please come and
enjoy! Spotting scopes will be focused on the heron
rookery, Kenton Rowe, will have some of his
photographs to enjoy, and Jane Beasley will be
helping people learn to draw birds. These activities
begin at 9 AM. We hope to see you there! If you
need more information about this event or would
like to lend a hand, please contact Sam at 495-3718
or the Helena National Forest at 449-5201.

IMBD is cosponsored by the Helena National
Forest; Montana Discovery Foundation; U.S. Fish &
Wildlife Service; Birds & Beasleys; Montana Fish,
Wildlife & Parks; and the Bureau of Reclamation.

CALL FOR MONTANA AUDUBON
AWARD NOMINATIONS!

We are now seeking nominations for 4 awards
that wil |l be given away
annual meeting this year. The awards acknowledge
individuals who exemplify a commitment to birds,
other wildlife, and habitat conservation. This year
awards will be given for Conservationist of the Year,
Environmental Educator of the Year, Special
Achievement, and Lifetime Achievement Award.

To nominate your candidate, please call the
Montana Audubon office to request an award
nomination form or download the form from our
website at
<http://mtaudubon.org/about/awards.html>. To be
considered for this yea
and all supporting material must be postmarked
no later than May 14, 2010. All nominations and
supporting material should be sent to Montana
Audubon, P.O. Box 595, Helena, MT 59624, or by
fax: (406) 443-7144. The award ceremony will take
pl ace on June 5 at Mont
in Missoula. Questions? Contact Janet Ellis at 406-
443-3949 or <jellis@mtaudubon.org>.

MORE COMING EVENTS
AND REMINDERS

AThursday, April 15, 6:30 p.m. Peter Lesica,
botanist and author, will present a program titled
"Discovering the Jewels in the Crown: a Century of
Botany in Glacier National Park." The program is
jointly sponsored by the Kelsey Chapter of the
Montana Native Plant Society and the Montana
Historical Society and will be held at the Historical
Society, 225 North Roberts. The program is free to
the public. For more information call 449-6586.

Come early and enjoy the m
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Non-Profit Org.
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Helena, MT 59601
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LAST CHANCE AUDUBON SOCIETY

Officers: Christmas Count ~ Sue Newell/Cedron Jones ~ 442-8142/442-1271
Secretary Brian Shovers 443-6640/sholace@bresnan.net Circulation Sam Sperry/Joyce Beckes ~ 458-8170
Treasurer Dan Sullivan 443-4229 /dsullivan01@bresnan.net ~ Conservation Brian Shovers 443-6640

Board of Directors: Education vacant
Bob Martinka 449-3313 Field Trip Jim Greene  495-9270/greenevogt@imt.net
Don Skaar 442-3254 Habitat Protection Drake Barton 449-6586
Coburn Currier ceurrier@mt.gov Membership Sara Toubman 442-1271
Lorna Milne 443-7162 Nat. Hist. Series  Don Skaar 442-3254
Martha Vogt 495-9270 Newsletter Joyce Beckes 458-8170/samsper@mt.net

Program Sara Toubman 442-1271
Publicity Jim Greene 495-9270

Committee Chairs/Contacts Silent Auction Sandy Shull/Jo Lace 449-0904/443-6640
Birdathon Jo Lace 443-6640 Website Christian Frazza cfrazza@carroll.edu
Birdseed Sale Sue Jackson/Sandy Shull 443-4486/449-0904
Website: www.lastchanceaudubon.org; Contacts: Birdseed - Birds & Beasleys, 449-0904; Montana Audubon - 443-3949/
www.mtaudubon.org. Non-members may receive the newsletter for $5.50 per year. Send check to LCAS, PO Box 924, Helena 59624.

MEMBERSHIP REPORT from Sara Toubman:
Please welcome the following members. NAS New:
Colleen Murphy, Terry Thompson, Samantha Schmidt,
Maurice Champion, Donnett Haegele, and Irv Blessinger.
NAS Renewals: Shirley Palmer, Jean Baucus, Montana
Outdoors, Ronald Lee, Melinda Vennard, John Wirth, Barp | Name
Bayer, Mary Kelley, John Moore, Vickie Pratt, Teresa

Last Chance Audubon Society
Membership Form

Amsbaugh, R. Whitesitt, Tim Speyer, R. Johnson, Address

William Hubber, Eric Feaver, George/Virginia Holton,

Hugh Zackheim, and Sue/Bruce Newell. LCAS New/ City/StateZip

Renewals: Coburn Currier, Betty Gutman, Mary Alice

Chester, Toby/Carlene Armstrong, Jean Smith, John Moore, | Phone E-mail

Bill/Marsha Davis, Van Bass, Teresa Sampson, Kirsten

Bowers, Brenda Grasmick, James/Diann Fradette, Please send your $15 check and form to Last
Charlann Forbes, Barbara Kenny, Miley Solich, Carol Chance Audubon Society, PO Box 924, Helena, MT

Taylor, and Donald/Mary Wheeler. 59624. All contributions are tax deductible.
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