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MAY MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
     Last Chance Audubon Society will meet, 

Monday, May 17, 2010, at 7 pm in the Choir 

Room of Paul's Methodist Church (enter off 

Cruse, first room on left). 

     The program --  Birding Central Ecuador -- 

will be presented by Bob Martinka. 

     In January of this year, Bob spent several weeks 

in the central mountainous area of Ecuador on a 

birding tour.  These highlands contain 18,000-foot 

volcanic mountains that are snow capped year-

round.  The region is one of the four distinct areas in 

Ecuador, the others being the western coast, the 

eastern Amazonian jungle, and the Galapagos 

Islands.  With an area two-thirds the size of 

Montana, Ecuador is one of the most ecologically 

diverse countries in the world.  There are over 1,600 

bird species including more than 130 hummingbird 

species.  In the entire United States there are 

approximately 800 bird species.  And according to 

botanists, Ecuador has the greatest number of plant 

species of any South American country, and more 

than twice that of the entire continental United 

States.  Bob's presentation will include the people, 

places, geography, vegetation and flowers, and birds. 

     Bob retired after working nearly 30 years for 

Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks.  He is now an 

avid birder and photographer and has traveled to 

numerous locations in the Western Hemisphere to 

pursue these interests.  In 2008, he added dragonflies 

to his repertoire of passionate interests.  He has 

served on the board of Montana Audubon for the last 

four years.   

     Come and enjoy Bob  Martinka's magnificent 

photos of a  fascinating and diverse corner of the 

world. 

 

2010 NATURAL HISTORY LECTURE 

SERIES:    The LCAS lecture series was a huge 

success, with 365 people attending the four lectures 

at the Montana Historical Society.  Thanks to all 

those who participated. 

   --Brian Shovers       

 

 

BIRDATHON 
     Once again it is time for Birdathon.  This is Last 

Chance Audubon's major fundraiser for the year.  

Teams of birders will spend 24 hours counting as 

many bird species as possible.  If this sounds like 

fun to you, get a team together.  Those of us who 

have been involved in Birdathon over the years love 

this day.  It  is challenging and exhausting and one 

of the best days of birding all year.  The teams solicit 

pledges from friends, family, and coworkers.  

Pledges are usually a straight donation or a preset 

amount per species sighted.  The pledges we collect 

go to our habitat protection fund and to Montana 

Audubon. 

     If a Birdathoner approaches you for a pledge, 

please consider contributing, and please be as 

generous as you can be. 

    If you'd like to organize a team, give me a call.  

Thank you. 

   --Jo Lace, 443-6640 
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• Montana Native Plant Society Coming 
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                REQUEST FOR BIRDING  

                        TOUR LEADERS 

     This year, as part of the Silent Auction fundraiser 

at the Bird Festival in Missoula (June 4-6), Montana 

Audubon wishes to offer numerous opportunities to 

bid on the services of experienced Audubon field 

trip leaders and expert birders for personal birding 

tours. Successful bidders will be able to choose tours 

in various parts of the state and target specific bird 

species they want to see. Experienced trip leaders 

are now being asked to donate half-day or full-day 

tours. For further information or to offer your 

birding skills, please contact Jerry Dirnberger at  

542-7043, or Montana Audubon at (406) 443-3949. 

      Please note:  We are requesting payment by 

check for all successful bidders of the auction items 

(and other purchases).  This method of payment will 

speed up the process since MT Audubon has limited 

ability to do credit/debit card processing at the 

Festival.  We are also requesting payment for your 

festival registration by check, if possible, to avoid 

the cost of online processing. Your cooperation is 

appreciated. 

                    
___________________ 

                        BIRDNOTE:  2009 BIRDATHON REPORT -  A NEW RECORD 

                                by Jo Lace and Brian Shovers a/k/a Brother Can You Sparrow Dime? 

     Our Birdathon began with a field trip to Benton Lake.  Although it was cloudy at first, it was 

a beautiful day and there were lots of birds available to be counted.  The White-faced Ibis had 

arrived.  There were a good number of Black-crowned Night Heron, Eared Grebes, Northern 

Shrike, and a Blackpoll Warbler.   

     We separated from the field trip to continue our count at Giant Springs State Park.  It was a 

busy place, but we still managed to count 16 new species including 2 fledgling Great-horned 

Owls, one asleep, the other keeping an eye on us.  Our next stop was Freezout Lake.  It was 

pretty disappointing, very quiet and surprisingly few birds, but we did see Black-necked Stilts.  

We needed a lift after Freezout and found it at Mel's in Augusta--ice cream and a Downy 

Woodpecker and a White-breasted Nuthatch. 

     On to Little Prickly Pear Canyon, where early evening brought us a drumming Ruffed Grouse, a Rock Wren 

and a flock of Bobolink roosting in a willow on Duffy Lane.  We ended Saturday with 99 species.  Sunday 

morning we had a couple of hours and toured the Helena Valley.  There was a Caspian Tern preening in the 

Fairgrounds parking lot, a Hooded Merganser at Asarco Pond, and a Golden Eagle on the road to the Regulating 

Reservoir.  We ended with 115 species--a new high for us.  

Last Chance Audubon Society promotes understanding, respect and enjoyment of birds 

and the natural world through education, habitat protection and environmental advocacy. 

WHY I NEED THE BIRDS by Lisel Mueller 
When I hear them call 
in the morning, before 

I am quite awake, 
my bed is already traveling 

the daily rainbow, 
the arc toward evening; 
and the birds, leading 

their own discreet lives 
of hunger and watchfulness, 

are with me all the way, 
always a little ahead of me 

in the long-practiced manner 
of unobtrusive guides. 

By the time I arrive at evening, 
they have just settled down to rest; 
already invisible, they are turning 

into the dreamwork of trees; 
and all of us together — 

myself and the purple finches, 
the rusty blackbirds, 
the ruby cardinals, 

and the white-throated sparrows 
with their liquid voices — 

ride the dark curve of the earth 
toward daylight, which they announce 

from their high lookouts 
before dawn has quite broken for me. 

 



 

Last Chance Audubon Society  

Spring 2010 Field Trips  

 
Please call the leaders to make a reservation for their walk.  Bring snacks and water, and dress for the weather. 

 

          May 8 through September 4 - ñBirds and Beasleyôs Saturday Birding Soireesò  Sandy Shull and Jane 

Beasley are again sponsoring their popular two hour morning birding adventures every Saturday from May 8 through 

Sept. 4.  Meet at 7:30 a.m. at 70 S. Park, in front of Birds and Beasleys.  Trips to local birding sites will be led by a 

B&B staff person and destinations will vary throughout the summer, subject to group membersô input.  Call 449-0904. 

 

     May 15, Saturday - McClellan Creek.  This trip will be a loop from Montana City to East Helena, exploring a 

variety of habitats in the McClellan Creek area.  Expect to see birds inhabiting both mountain riparian habitats, 

mountain grassland habitats and the areas in between.  Meet at the south Montana Department of Transportation 

parking lot at 7:00 a.m.  Call Don Skaar at 442-3254. 

 

     June 4-6, Friday through Sunday - Montana Audubon Bird Festival.  This weekend is the state Audubon 

Birding Festival in Missoula. There will be no Helena area trips scheduled.  To register, go to 

www.mtaudubon.org/birdwatching/festival or call the Montana Audubon office at 406-443-3949.  There are an 

abundance of enticing trips planned for the festival this year---peruse them in the most recent Montana Audubon 

newsletter. 

  

     June 12, Saturday ï Beaver Creek (near Winston) and environs.  Join Jim Greene, Martha Vogt and Jerry 

Bodmer for a trip to a new area!  With Jerry as our guide we will explore the several diverse habitats on the Bodmerôs 

property along and adjacent to historic Beaver Creek.  Jerry is ready to share the history of the area, near which was a 

campsite for William Clark on Sunday, July 21, 1805.   Bring a lunch.  We will meet at the Pizza Hut parking lot by 

Wal-Mart at 7:30 a.m.  Call Jim or Martha at 495-9270 or greenevogt@imt.net to make a reservation. 

 

     June 26, Saturday ï The second annual Blue Light Special!  Bob Martinka always has something new or 

interesting up his windbreaker sleeve, and this time itôs his relatively new avocation, dragonflies!  You know youôll 

also see some interesting birds at this still new Helena birding hotspot.  Meet Bob at the west side of the K-Mart 

parking lot at 9:00 a.m.  Call Bob at 449-3313 to confirm meeting location. 

 

     June 19, Saturday - Nevada Valley Trumpeter Swan Release  (Date is tentative - please read the 

following article.) 
                                                 TRUMPETER SWAN REINTRODUCTION 2010  

     For everyone interested in attending the release of trumpeter swans into the Blackfoot drainage this year there 

is both good news and bad news. 

     The good news is that at least for this year Last Chance Audubon Chapter has no limitations on the number of 

persons who can attend, witness, and participate in the release of approximately ten trumpeter 

swans into the wild.  The bad news (depending on your perspective) is that everyone must 

make their own reservations via e-mail with Blackfoot Challenge, rather than me being the 

coordinator. 

     To register, you must e-mail swan@blackfootchallenge.org with who you are, how many 

in your party, and  your e-mail address.  You will subsequently be notified by e-mail of the 

meeting place (usually Trixi's parking lot in Ovando), the time to meet, and most importantly, the final date of the 

release and any last minute changes. 

     Currently, the anticipated date for the release is June 19th.  That could change a couple of weeks depending on 

the "birds."  Thus, the reason for the e-mail procedure and the ability to get info disseminated quickly. 

     While this might sound like an onerous process, any of us who have participated in this event in the past will  
(continued on next page) 

 

http://www.mtaudubon.org/birdwatching/festival
mailto:greenevogt@imt.net
http://us.mc355.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=swan@blackfootchallenge.org


 

(continued from  previous page) 
readily agree that it truly is an unbelievable and yes, emotional, experience.  It will certainly go down in your 

memory as "special." 

     AND DO NOT FORGET, BRING SOME CASH!  While watching is in itself immensely gratifying, 

everyone is offered a chance to buy a "lottery ticket" to be one of the lucky ones to actually hold the birds, get to 

know them up close and really personal, and take them into the water on their bird-life's adventure.  I can 

personally guarantee that if the experience does not generate a tear or several, you are a turnip! 

  --Del Straub 

                                                                          _______________ 

              APRIL FIRLD TRIPS - HAUSER 

            DAM and WARM SPRINGS PONDS 
                             by Brian Shovers 

             On April 17th Sara Toubman led a group of 

nine birders on a hike along the Missouri River 

below Hauser Dam.  It was a sunny spring day that 

had lured dozens of fishermen to the river as well.  

Upon arriving at the dam the group got a close-up 

look at several Common Loons, diving for fish on 

Hauser Lake above the dam.  A short hike below the 

dam afforded the group an excellent view of an 

American Bald Eagle nest on the south side of the 

river and the eagle occupying the nest.  Other birds 

noted were Common Mergansers, a Song Sparrow, 

and several Common Goldeneyes.  The group 

stopped at the Fish, Wildlife & Parks kiosk on the 

north shore of Lake Helena, providing a good look at 

five Sandhill Cranes along the west shore, as well as 

a variety of ducks.  Another first for a chapter field 

trip included the capture of an escaped rooster 

chicken.  As we arrived a man in a pickup stopped 

and inquired whether we'd be willing to do him a 

favor.  We responded:  That depends."  He explained 

that someone had released a number of domestic 

chickens on his ranch, just east of the FW&P site, 

and that his son was raising chickens and that he had 

already captured the abandoned hens, but the rooster 

remained hidden in the brush.  Our group 

surrounded the suspected hiding place and flushed 

the rooster, who scampered across the road.  Within 

minutes several of us prodded the squawking bird 

into the man's waiting fish net.  A fine ending to a 

pleasant morning of bird watching.  

     On the following Saturday, April 24
th
, Jo Lace 

and I led a group of nine to the Warm Springs Ponds 

south of Deer Lodge.  Gary Swant of Deer Lodge 

guided us on a 4- hour tour of extensive waterfowl 

habitat in the headwaters of the Clark Fork River.  

Over the years, Gary and a small group of Deer 

Lodge birders have been documenting birds found in 

the ARCO ponds (located east of I-90), the Job 

Corps Ponds (also east of I-90), and a series of 

Ducks Unlimited Ponds (located west of I-90 and 

the Warm Springs Hospital).  Swant and the group 

have documented 204 species in the ponds, have 

produced several brochures about the resource, and 

are actively working to establish the area as an 

Important Bird Area (IBA).  During the week prior 

to our arrival Swant counted 46 species including 

almost 2,000 Ruddy Ducks, 730 Lesser Scaup, 307 

American Wigeon, and 35 Red-Necked Grebes.  We 

found the weather a factor with squalls blowing 

through the valley and the wind gusting to 30 miles-

per-hour at times.  We did count 51 species 

including four species of grebes (Western, Red-

Necked, Eared, and Pied-billed), a large group of 

Ruddy Ducks, a Red-breasted Merganser, a Greater 

Scaup, and a total of 18 different species of ducks.  

Gary Swant loaned the group walkie-talkies which 

proved handy communicating between the four 

vehicles as we traversed the Deer Lodge Valley. 



 

FLAMMULATED OWLS and CITIZEN 

SCIENCE MONITORING 2010 ï HELENA 

NATIONAL FOREST by Denise Pengeroth 

     The Flammulated Owl, Otus flammeolus, is 

considered a sensitive species for the U.S. Forest 

Service Northern Region and is a Montana Species 

of Concern.  Because Flammulated Owls do not 

arrive on their breeding grounds until early to mid-

May, they have historically been missed in nocturnal 

owl surveys.  They also seldom vocalize except at 

night and are rarely seen.   

     The Avian Science Center at The University of 

Montana, Montana Audubon, and the Helena 

National Forest are planning a citizen science 

monitoring effort for Flammulated Owls around the 

Helena area again this summer.  This will be similar 

to the successful programs of the last two years in 

Helena!  With financial support from MT Fish, 

Wildlife and Parks, we are developing long-term 

monitoring trends in this region.  And we need the 

help of a handful of volunteers!  

     As volunteers, you can "adopt" a survey route 

which you complete twice sometime during May 

through mid-July. You will work in pairs and can 

hike or drive to survey your route. Youôll stop at 

established points and play an owl caller. Plan to be 

out from 10 pm until ~ 1 or 2 am). The Helena 

National Forest will provide training, equipment, 

and protocols.   

     If you are interested, please contact Denise 

Pengeroth (Helena National Forest) at 

dpengeroth@fs.fed.us or 406-495-3736.  A training 

session has been scheduled for May 25
th
 at 6pm at 

the Helena National Forest, 2880 Skyway Drive, 

across from the airport.  Pizza will be provided!    

Read more at:  

http://avianscience.dbs.umt.edu/projects/flamOwl_ 

Citizen.php  

                MONTANA NATIVE PLANT  

               SOCIETY COMING EVENTS 
      Å Monday, May 17, 5:15 pm:  Wildflower 

identification on Mount Helena. Join us for a 

refresher course on the blooming vascular plants on 

Mount Helena. This will also serve as a preview for 

the national Celebrating Wildflowers event the 

following day. There will be two groups: a fast 

group to look at the trail and some quick wildflower 

ID, and a second group to take a closer look at 

wildflower classification and botany. Call Kathy 

Martin at 443-1712 or e-mail katbrim@bresnan.net 

for additional information. 

      Å Tuesday, May 18 and Wednesday, May 19: 

Celebrating Wildflowers on Mount Helena. 

Volunteers will assist Helena area students through 

learning stations and help with native plant 

identification. Volunteers are needed for half-day or 

full day sessions. To volunteer Call Kathy Martin at 

443-1712 or e-mail katbrim@bresnan.net. 

      Å Saturday, May 29, 10 AM to 2 PM:  Join us 

for a meander up Lewis & Clark Pass and the Alice 

Creek Drainage east of Lincoln. This 3.5 mile (round 

trip) walk follows a tributary of Alice Creek and 

provides outstanding views from the top of the 

Continental Divide. Along the route we usually see 

arnica, camas, sugarbowl, shooting stars, and forget-

me-nots, but each year the colors are a little 

different.  Meet at the Alice Creek Trailhead and 

begin walking at 10 AM. Group size is limited to 15. 

For reservations, please contact Sam at 495-3718. 

Sponsosred by the Montana Discovery Foundation 

and Helena National Forest. 

     Å Wednesday, June 16:  Join the Montana 

Department of Agriculture and the Kelsey Chapter 

for the annual "Weed Day."  This year the event will 

be at Camp Child on the Little Blackfoot River. 

There will be a native plant segment in the dayôs 

festivities, and eventual seeding/planting of natives 

to replace/compete when the weeds have been 

removed. This is a fun yearly event and a chance for 

all of us to help restore native habitats. Call Carol 

Bearden at 444-7880 for the final details. 
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT from Sara Toubman: 

Please welcome the following members.  NAS New: 

Josie Baird, Diana Treglown, Theresa John, Sharon Boggan- 

Ellestad, Marjorie Short, J. Toomey, Tempie Daigle, Mary 

Alice Chester, Thomas Maddox, Elisabeth Van Woert, 

Lucas Thomi. NAS Renewals: Molly Herrin, Miley Solich, 

Betty Gutman, Gretchen Bingman, Berma Saxton, Jeanne 

MacPherson, Scott Andrews, Joan Daoust, Shirley Hudson, 

Barb Grimes, Kenneth High, Paul/Juanita Bray, Robert 

Caldwell, Mary Van Gilder, Barbara Kenny, Walt Anderson, 

John/Carla Cronholm, Arch/Gail Hewitt, Sandra/Rag Rittel, 

Judith Kolar. LCAS New/Renewals: Pat Pasini, Carolyn/ 

Charles Doering, Don/Mary Wheeler, CD Avery. 

                          _______________ 

LCAS NEWSLETTER:  No more newsletters until  

September.  Happy Summer and Happy Birding! 

                         ________________ 
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Name_____________________________________ 

 

Address___________________________________ 

City/StateZip______________________________ 

Phone__________E-mail_____________________ 

Please send your $15 check and form to Last 
Chance Audubon Society, PO Box 924,  Helena, MT 

59624.  All contributions are tax deductible. 
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