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Nest Finding in the
Sagebrush Sea
October 10, 2017

Program begins 7:00 p.m.
Cookies and Conversation 6:30 – 7:00 

Montana WILD, 2668 Broadwater Ave.
What is field biology? How do scientists collect 
data on birds? Why should I care about the 
Sagebrush Sea? If you have ever asked yourself 
these questions, you may be interested in this 
program about science in the sage.  Locals often 
call the Sagebrush Sea “The Big Empty”. Hilary 
Turner comes to us after spending three months in 
the sage on the Jonah Natural Gas Field of western 
Wyoming. As a nest searcher who fell in love with 
the sagebrush ecosystem, she can’t wait to share 
the wonders of the “big empty” with you. Hilary 
 will introduce us to the methods used to collect 

scientific data on breeding birds and give us a 
visual tour of her summer on the Jonah. Be 
prepared for lots of photos of sagebrush obligate 
songbirds, their nests, and their stunning habitat.

Hilary Turner grew up in Helena with an intense 
passion for natural history, especially birds. She 
graduated with a degree in Wildlife Biology from 
the University of Montana in 2016. During her 
undergraduate career, she worked as a nest 
researcher in Dr. Tom Martin’s lab. Immediately 
upon graduating, she became employed by the Rim
Rock Energy Facility as a raptor monitor. Hilary 
has a variety of work experience in field biology 
including a stint in Louisiana at a National Wildlife
Refuge and surveys for Flammulated Owls in the 
Helena National Forest.
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Last Chance Chat 
L a st  C h a n ce  Au d u b on  Socie t y p r om ot e s 

u n d er st a n d in g , r esp ect  a n d  en joym en t  of  b i r d s 
a n d  t h e  n a t u r a l  w or ld  t h r ou g h  ed u ca t ion ,  

h a b i t a t  p r ot ect i on  a n d  e n vi r on m en t a l  
a d voca cy.

   

Brewer's Sparrow with Food by Hilary Turner

Sage Thrasher Nest with Eggs by Hilary Turner



Extremes.
 

You can’t miss it – it’s all around us and all over social media – dramatic weather in the southern states 
and fires here in Montana, the surrounding northwestern states, and Canada. And there's the related 
discussion on climate change – equally extreme viewpoints expressed wherever you look.
 

We at LCAS have had our eye on climate change for a number of years, doing what we can locally to 
benefit the planet. This includes surveying various species of birds to help document their numbers and
noting the trends we are witnessing, too many of them downward. We’ve also written letters to the 
newspaper and given comments on proposed changes in policy – whether it’s to an agency, such as 
Forest Service or FWP or the EPA, to our state legislators and governor, or to our representatives in 
Washington DC. We have a voice and it’s important to use it. Now more than ever.
 

One way to become better informed so that your voice can be heard is to sign up to receive MT 
Audubon’s Action Alerts. Write to mtaudubon@mtaudubon.org or give them a call at 406-443-3949. 
They make it easy to be involved in conservation on a larger landscape.  
 

Check our Mission Statement on the front page and note the final words, “…education, habitat 
protection and environmental advocacy.”  Then, do your part and lend your voice in support for 
those without one – our “birds and the natural world”.  
 

The more voices, the more we will all benefit.
 

Thank you for stepping up and letting your voice be
heard.
 

Janice Miller
President, LCAS

Bagging Burdock
The City of Helena reports that LCAS members pulled,
lopped and bagged 340 pounds of noxious weeds at the
K-mart Wastewater Ponds on August 9. We harvested
burdock, knapweed, thistle, and young Russian Olive
trees. No chickadees will become hopelessly stuck to the Velcro-like burdock heads. A BIG LCAS 
"THANK YOU" to Sue Newell, Sue Jackson, Bob Martinka, Stephen Turner, Dan Ellison, Sharon 
DeWart-Hansen, and Janice Miller for spending a few hours pulling weeds for the BIRDS!

-- Janice Miller
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Janice with Bags of Burdock by Anonymous

mailto:mtaudubon@mtaudubon.org


Don't Forget the Birdseed
It's time for the annual Last Chance Audubon fall birdseed sale! Each year we partner with Birds & 
Beasleys, giving you a chance to stock up on seed for your feathered winter guests while helping our 
chapter raise money for education and conservation projects. All profits from this sale go to LCAS. 

You can place your seed order at the October meeting or you
can call Birds & Beasleys (449-0904) or Sue Jackson (443-
4486) to order seed. Or, if you're at the store buying birdseed,
just let them know it's part of the LCAS fundraiser. 

The prices are the same as last year: 
• 20# black oil sunflower seed, unshelled – $28.00 
• 20# medium sunflower chips, shelled – $38.00 
• 10# nyjer thistle – $20.00 
• 20# nyjer thistle – $38.00 
• 20# millet – $22.00 

You can pick up your birdseed at Birds & Beasleys, 2 S. Last
Chance Gulch, by Halloween. Thanks to Sandy Shull and her
crew for helping with this event every year.

-- Sue Jackson

Get on Board with Us!
The next LCAS board meeting is scheduled for the evening of 
Monday, November 6. You don't have to be a board member to 
attend – LCAS members-at-large are welcome too! Contact any of 
the board members for details.

Golden Eagle Migration Survey Program: 
November 14, 2017
The Golden Eagle Migration Survey (GEMS) Program – one of our
most popular – will be presented again this year on November 14, 
7:00 p.m. at the Plymouth Congregational Church, 400 South 
Oakes Street, Helena. Jeff Grayum and Hilary Turner, our two 
observers fresh off the mountain, will discuss the 2017 survey 
results and talk about the adventures of living for almost two 
months in the Big Belt Mountains in the Helena-Lewis and Clark 
National Forest. Be sure to save the date!

Upcoming in December - The Wonder of Birds!
Don't miss our December 12 program at Montana WILD! Local author and acclaimed science writer 
Jim Robbins will share with us The Wonder of Birds. As most Audubon members might agree, birds 
are indeed wonderful. This is also the title of Jim's latest book, by many accounts a fascinating and 
insightful read about birds and our relationship to them. If you haven't read it yet, don't worry - Jim will
be signing copies at our program! 
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Evening Grosbeak by Sharon Dewart-Hansen

Red-tailed Hawk by Bob Martinka

https://maps.google.com/?q=2+S.+Last+Chance+Gulch&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=2+S.+Last+Chance+Gulch&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=2+S.+Last+Chance+Gulch&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=2+S.+Last+Chance+Gulch&entry=gmail&source=g
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Mark Your Calendars - Christmas Bird Count!

We already have a date set for our 2017-2018 
Christmas Bird Count (CBC) - Saturday, December
16! If you haven't participated in this fun and important
citizen-science project before, give it a try this year.
Birders of all ages and skill levels have been getting
together for more than 60 years now to do this count in
Helena. 

The CBC is science, it's conservation, it's free, and
it's FUN! Each year we find surprises in the winter
bird world. Bring a friend! If the weather throws us a
curve ball, our backup date is December 30.

Up High and Under Waterfalls: Searching for Black Swifts

Mysterious. Insanely fast. Seldom-seen. Black lightning.

The Black Swift (Cypseloides niger) is no ordinary bird,
and the intrepid individuals who venture to remote
waterfalls in search of them are no ordinary birders.
Black Swift chicks in the Rockies spend the first month
and a half of their lives in cups of moss hidden near or
behind waterfalls, enveloped in the roar of falling water
and inaccessible to predators. They are a Species of
Concern in Montana - prior to this summer only 17
nesting colonies were known. 

Enter Amy Seaman and colleagues: no ordinary birders.
This summer they went all-out with a “full survey
effort.” Amid glacial cascades, rugged terrain, dense
alder thickets, and looming fires, they surveyed 31
waterfalls at dusk, watching attentively for a Black Swift
to come zooming in with a bolus of invertebrates for its
single chick. Their care, teamwork, and arduous efforts
paid off, with discoveries of a whopping 15 new nesting
locations! Join Amy in this summer of adventure and
discovery - read her full account, replete with stunning
photos: http://mtaudubon.org/2017/09/black-swift-field-
season-2017-update/.

-- Shane Sater

- 4 -

Ellen Wilson Campground Falls #2 by Amy Seaman
& Jack Toriello. Their survey suggested 7 or 8 Black

Swift Nests Here!

Gray-crowned Rosy-finch by Bob Martinka

http://mtaudubon.org/2017/09/black-swift-field-season-2017-update/
http://mtaudubon.org/2017/09/black-swift-field-season-2017-update/
http://mtaudubon.org/2017/09/black-swift-field-season-2017-update/


Goodbye to a Great Montana Audubon Board Member
Montana Audubon was sad to say “goodbye” to Bob
Martinka at its September 2017 Board meeting. Bob is
stepping down from the Board after serving for more
than 16 years. He was a very active and dedicated Board
member, serving on many committees (Finance,
Program, and several hiring committees), leading
numerous tours (including Red Rock Lakes, as well as
damselfly and dragonfly fundraising tours), donating
most of the (stunning) bird photographs seen on
everything and anything Montana Audubon publishes
(from our newsletters and website, to our Action Alerts
and social media postings), and so much more. 

Bob came to Audubon when he retired after working as
a wildlife biologist for 30 years at Montana Fish,
Wildlife & Parks. Upon retirement, Bob became an avid
birder, taking extended trips to his favorite birding locations, including the outer Aleutian Islands of 
Alaska, South America, and Africa.  Bob has become an accomplished bird (and now dragonfly and 
other insect!) photographer. 

Bob still serves on the Board of Last Chance Audubon and the Golden Eagle Migration Survey 
(GEMS) Committee. He is also a member of the Montana Bird Records Committee, which maintains 
the official bird list for Montana (including approving all rare bird records for the state). In addition, 
Bob and long-time friend Nate Kohler of Deer Lodge have published the official list of dragonflies and 
damselflies for the state of Montana. 

Helena has been Bob’s residence with wife Kathy for more than 38 years, except for a 3-year stint in 
Bozeman. They have two adult children.

We hope Bob will continue to visit the Montana Audubon office—and stay active in Audubon in as 
many ways as possible.

-- Janet Ellis, Montana Audubon

The View from Sevenmile Creek: September 2017
Drought and smoke continue for a time, but
movements and change abound. 
A diversity of flycatchers –  passed through and gone.
Huge flocks of European Starlings flying over. 
Large groups of Barn Swallows flitting vocally
overhead. 

Most plants are setting seed, but the Silver Sage is
just starting to flower. The Chokecherries and 
Red-osier Dogwoods are laden with fruits –  and is
that huge pile of cherry pits sign of a Black Bear? 

Buzzy “zeet” calls from crisp Lincoln's Sparrows. 
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Bob Martinka (left) receives a ‘thank you’ token for
his years of service from Montana Audubon president
Fred Weisbecker. The framed print includes a collage

of more than 50 incredible bird pictures that Bob
donated to Montana Audubon.

Sevenmile Creek by Shane Sater



Yellow Warblers all gone on their way to Mexico and South
America. 
Other warblers making nondescript calls and furtive
movements in the shrubs: Wilson's, Yellow-rumped,
MacGillivray's, Common Yellowthroat. 
Flocks of White-crowned Sparrows making high “seet”
calls, sounding just about like the now-dwindling 
flocks of Vesper Sparrows. 
New species showing up each week: Green-tailed Towhee
scratching quietly, Townsend's Solitaire making soft
“whisper song” from a high perch. 

And then: A soaking cold rain at long last! Lessons learned:
38 degree rain was not good for surveys. And what was a
Western Kingbird doing out in it? The stories it could tell!

Barn Swallows gone –  robins, waxwings, and solitaires in the Chokecherries. “Chips” and “seeps” 
from the thickets along the creek. 

What else will this season of rapid change bring? Millions of birds on the move across the continent. 
Fruits ripening, plants senescing, insects changing. 

Stay tuned next month!

-- Shane Sater

LCAS Board Meeting: September 2017
Conservation 

 GEMS Project underway in spite of inconsiderate weather –  trailer and tent with a wood-
burning stove and primary observers are on site as of September 17. September 23 class and 
field trip are full. Follow the GEMS project at eaglemigration.org or check out daily updates at 
dunkadoo.org/explore/golden-eagle-migration-survey/radio-tower-west-slope-raptor-count-fall-
2017. Thanks to Liz Hiltunen, Dan Ellison, Bob Martinka, Stephen Turner, and Janice Miller 
for their efforts on behalf of LCAS.

 Sevenmile Creek Survey: 101 species have been documented thus far and a preliminary report 
has been completed. More restoration work by PPLT scheduled to begin in October. If 
interested in learning more, contact Shane Sater.

 World Shorebirds Day Survey at Canyon Ferry Reservoir attracted 17 participants and nine 
shorebird species were identified.

 Christmas Bird Count will be held on Saturday, December 16. Thanks to Coburn Currier who 
has agreed to take over as Coordinator, and Cedron Jones who again will be the Compiler. 

Education
 March lecture series at Montana Wild on March 5, 12, 19, and 26 will address “Fire” and its 

impacts.
 Two new projects are in discussion stage. 1) A grant program to assist Carroll College 

students enrolled in the Environmental Studies program with support needed for research 
projects in the Helena area. Contact Sumner Sharpe with suggestions for research topics to 
consider. 2) Book and binocular support for Clancy Elementary School children, starting with
a third grade class. Thanks to Bill Rainey for his help in getting this started.
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Townsend's Solitaire by Shane Sater

http://dunkadoo.org/explore/golden-eagle-migration-survey/radio-tower-west-slope-raptor-count-fall-2017
http://dunkadoo.org/explore/golden-eagle-migration-survey/radio-tower-west-slope-raptor-count-fall-2017
http://eaglemigration.org/


 Met with Sara Grotbo, Helena Middle School (HMS) teacher, about plans for the upcoming 
year for the HMS Bobcat Birders Club –  we offered assistance with speakers and field trips.

Communications
 New LCAS website still under construction - keep your eyes out for the change coming up!
 A PayPal button for donations to be added eventually.

Other
 Treasurer’s report shows $27,600 in checking account.
 Membership report: LCAS has 397 members, an increase of 32 since the last report in May.

-- Sumner Sharpe

Membership Report 
Please welcome Last Chance Audubon Society new members: Jeff Savage and Tracy Cook.
  

Sincere thanks to Last Chance renewing member: Carla Wambach.

Please welcome National Audubon Society new members: Candace F West, Dorothy H Brock, 
Elizabeth Henry, Bonnie Galles, Elma M Gunstone and Linda Granzow. 

Sincere thanks to National Audubon Society renewing members: Brian L Shovers, Julie Ellis, Joe 
Lamson, Susan Jackson, Edward R Madej, Gail Winterhalter, Diana Koch, Caitlin Parke, Harvey Tudor
and Maribeth Goodrich.

LCAS MEMBERSHIP: A new membership or renewal is $15 per household and is current for one 
year, January 1 through December 31. Please be sure we receive all your correct contact information by
filling out a registration form either located in this newsletter or printed from 
www.lastchanceaudubon.org. Please send your completed registration form and $15 check to: LCAS, 
PO Box 924, Helena, MT 59624.

PRINTED and ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTERS: We want all of our members to stay informed 
about chapter news and happenings. If you do not have access to email, staying current with your 
chapter membership to Last Chance Audubon Society guarantees that you will continue to receive a 
printed version of our newsletter. If you do have email access, please help us keep printing costs to a 
minimum and opt to receive our newsletter electronically. Those dollars we save will be spent for 
important bird habitat, education and outreach. Thank you.

NAS MEMBERSHIP: If you would like National Audubon Society membership information or to 
renew with them, please direct an email to www.  customerservice@audubon.org or contact them 
directly by phone at 1-844-428-3828. We are unable to forward memberships to National Audubon. 

-- Sharon Dewart-Hansen, Membership Chair

The Surprises of Fall

Migration is happening now – who knows what might
show up in your yard or favorite birding spot! A few
weeks ago, Sharon Dewart-Hansen, Bob Martinka, and
Stephen Turner found one of these black-striped
characters foraging on a tree trunk at the K-mart
Wetlands. Keep your eyes peeled for surprises!
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Black-and-white Warbler by Bob Martinka

mailto:customerservice@audubon.org
http://www.lastchanceaudubon.org/


https://www.facebook.com/lastchanceaudubon
Website: http://www.lastchanceaudubon.org/
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