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An Interpretation of Birds
Wednesday, December 13, 2017

Plymouth Congregational Church, 
400 South Oakes Street

Doors open at 6:30 p.m.
Program begins at 7:00 p.m.

Helena author Jim Robbins suggests that birds 
are our most vital connection to nature. He will 
explore the unique qualities of birds and share 
some examples of the role of birds in our life 
from his fascinating and popular new book The 
Wonder of Birds. Come ready to learn about the 
many ways that birds tell us about the world – 
from how dinosaurs learned to fly to how native 
people live with birds. Robbins' book will be 
available for purchase and signing at this 
program.

Jim Robbins has lived in Helena for more than 40 
years. He has written for the New York Times for 
nearly four decades. He has covered 
environmental and other stories across the US 
and in numerous countries around the world for a 
number of magazines, including Audubon and 
Smithsonian. Robbins has written six books. His 
fifth book, The Man Who Planted Trees, is about 
the crisis in the world’s forests caused by climate 
change. The Wonder of Birds, his sixth book, was 
published in 2017.
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Last Chance Chat 
L a st  C h a n ce  Au d u b on  Socie t y p r om ot e s 

u n d er st a n d in g , r esp ect  a n d  en joym en t  of  b i r d s 
a n d  t h e  n a t u r a l  w or ld  t h r ou g h  ed u ca t ion ,  

h a b i t a t  p r ot ect i on  a n d  e n vi r on m en t a l  
a d voca cy.

   

Jim Robbins with a Long-eared Owl. Photo by Denver Holt.



The Ultimate 
Birding Road Trip
Tuesday, January 9, 2018

Plymouth Congregational Church,
400 South Oakes Street

Doors open at 6:30 p.m.
Program begins at 7:00 p.m.

Taking a trip across the southern states had been 
on Bob Martinka’s bucket list for a number of 
years. He was three states short of visiting all fifty.
Stephen Turner stepped up as the catalyst for 
making things happen. With Stephen’s input, 
birding and visiting four National Parks became a 
joint purpose. Their birding road trip started in 
Albuquerque. The first stop was Bosque del 
Apache NWR. Fifteen days, seven states, four 
National Parks, 3,850 miles, and about 280+ bird 
species later, the “Ultimate Southern States Road 
Trip” concluded in Athens, Georgia. Many of their
stops included famous birding locations 
throughout the southern states. They discovered 
that this was a great route to marvel in the beauty, 
diversity, and national treasures that we are 
privileged to have in this country. This 
presentation by Bob and Stephen will include 
stunning photos of scenery, national parks, and – 
of course – birds.

Bob Martinka is a retired Deputy Director for 
Montana Fish, Wildlife, and Parks. Since his 

retirement, Bob has become an avid photographer, 
traveling around the globe to pursue his interest in 
most wild things. His passion for photography has 
allowed him to share his outdoor experiences and 
exceptional images with many others. Bob served 
for 12 years on the Montana Audubon Board and 
is an active member of the Last Chance Audubon 
Board. 

Stephen Turner discovered birds at the age of 21 
through an ornithology class at Carroll College 
with Professor Jean Smith. It was an immediate 
passion. Love of traveling, seeking “the next” 
adventure, and enjoying the moment have all 
complemented the birding life. Stephen serves in 
many roles for Last Chance Audubon. He is a 
board member for LCAS and teaches Birding 101 
classes for kids and adults.

Clean your binoculars – Christmas Bird Count!
The 2017-2018 Helena Christmas Bird Count (CBC) is now only a few weeks away! Mark your 
calendars for Saturday, December 16, and don't miss this great event! If the weather throws us a curve
ball, our backup date is Saturday, December 30. 

Meet up at Jorgenson's Restaurant (11th Ave. and Lamborn) at 6:30 a.m. if you want to eat there, 
7:15 a.m. if eating prior. The day will wrap up with a potluck at 6:00 p.m. at St. Paul's United 
Methodist Church. Contact Coburn Currier for more information.

Want to do more than one CBC this winter? Read about counts taking place all over the state between 
December 14 and January 5: http://mtaudubon.org/birds-science/citizen-science-opportunities/ 
christmas-bird-count/.
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Prothonotary Warbler by Bob Martinka

http://mtaudubon.org/birds-science/citizen-science-opportunities/christmas-bird-count/
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“The ability of the birds to show us the consequences of our own actions is among their most 
important and least appreciated attributes,” wrote the naturalist Marjorie Stoneman Douglas, in 
1947. “Despite the free advice of the birds, we do not pay attention.”  From the book The Wonder 
of Birds, What They Tell Us About Ourselves, the World, and a Better Future, by Jim Robbins. 

We at LCAS are doing our best to pay attention!  From World Shorebirds Day, to the Long-billed 
Curlew Study, to the Golden Eagle Migration Survey (GEMS) and the Christmas Bird Count, we are 
counting, surveying, and analyzing, and listening to what the birds are telling us.  

For the GEMS project in particular, we have learned a lot over the first three seasons, and are looking 
at creating a site protocol for our unique and remote hawk-count site to derive the most scientifically 
useful data.  We have a world-class perch for observing migrating Golden Eagles, enabling the 
observers, visitors, and photographers the rare opportunity to view this large, avian aviator from above 
and close by as they zip past on their way south.

Fortunately, GEMS is a partnership with the Forest Service, Fish Wildlife & Parks, Montana Audubon, 
and our chapter, with each stepping up to support the effort in various, meaningful ways.  Because 
GEMS includes a remote campsite and observation site, at altitude, there are additional expenses 
involved.  Right now, there is a MATCH GRANT available, making every dollar donated worth two.  A
bargain!

We’d love to have your financial support and to see this valuable project continue!  Make your check 
payable to MT Audubon, memo “LCAS/GEMS”, and send it to MT Audubon, PO Box 595, Helena, 
MT, 59624. OR, go to https://www.eaglemigration.org/  and hit DONATE!

Your support will help GEMS and the rest of us listen to what the eagles are telling us.  It’s critical that 
we pay attention.

Thank you!

Janice Miller

President, LCAS
Project Coordinator, GEMS
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https://www.eaglemigration.org/


Birdseed Sale Recap
Thanks to everyone who supported LCAS's annual birdseed
sale. Here are the figures for 2017: 35 people purchased
1,325 pounds of seed and LCAS made $280. Thanks to
Sandy Shull and all the folks at Birds and Beasleys for
making the birdseed sale possible.

-- Sue Jackson

Support for Carroll College 
Student Research
At its November meeting, the LCAS Board agreed to
provide financial support to Carroll College students
undertaking conservation-related research projects in the
Helena area.

Beginning in 2018, LCAS will provide up to $1000
annually in support of student conservation-related research projects near Helena. Based on a 
Memorandum of Agreement (MOA), Carroll’s Department of Life and Environmental Science will be 
reimbursed for student expenses for research projects in any of the Department’s three concentrations: 
Environmental Science, Environmental Policy, and Environmental Interpretation and Outreach. The 
grant proposal states that projects should address the protection, conservation or restoration of habitats 
and/or avian and other wildlife species. 

This is a new LCAS effort to support education. It complements our other recent projects: providing 
bird books to local K-12 schools, supporting a new Bobcat Birders' Club at Helena Middle School, and 
giving scholarships for high school seniors to help them on their way towards a career in conservation. 

Thanks to all of you, LCAS members and friends, for your membership and your support of these 
educational efforts.  If you have any questions about the Carroll College effort or any of these projects 
or if you have suggestions for new LCAS educational efforts, contact me.

-- Sumner Sharpe, Education Chair

Montana Wild and FWP Seeking Volunteers 

A place for outdoor discovery and conservation education, Montana
WILD is seeking volunteers to assist their staff at the Education
Center.  They are also looking for people to teach hunters' education
classes, kids' archery classes, and to care for the animals at the Wildlife
Rehabilitation Center. 

They have something for everyone. People who like to interact with people, especially children, and 
who want to share their love of Montana’s outdoor culture are ideal for these opportunities. 

Training is provided. Hours vary depending on the position.
Contact Kris at krisfedro@gmail.com or Laurie at lwolf@mt.gov for more information. 

You can also visit or call the Education Center at 2668 Broadwater Avenue. Phone: 406-444-9944 
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Steller's Jay in Clancy by Shane Sater

mailto:lwolf@mt.gov
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Workshop on Invasive Streamside Trees a Success
In late October, Montana Audubon hosted a first ever, 
two-day workshop for professionals involved in 
management and research of two highly invasive 
species along Montana waterways: Russian-olive and 
Salt Cedar. These Eurasian trees have begun to 
seriously threaten biologically valuable, native 
cottonwood-willow habitats in Montana – particularly 
on some of our eastern rivers. Thirty individuals from 
22 agencies and entities shared, networked, and 
planned for future activities. Ultimately, their efforts 
will launch a new network in Montana to work on 
riparian forest issues. 

To learn more, and view some of the results from this workshop, visit: http://mtaudubon.org/birds-
science/bird-conservation/montana-audubon-river-initiative/conservation-workshop/.

Remembering Sam 
Last Chance Audubon recently learned of the passing of Sam Sperry.
Sam joined LCAS in February 1974 and got involved in a hurry. He
was elected secretary in May of that year, then president in 1975 and
again in 1979. He worked hard to help our then-young chapter
develop, strengthening its bylaws and creating a formal budget
process. In addition to all he did for our local chapter, Sam also
worked for the creation of the Montana Audubon Council (MAC),
and that group held its first meeting at his home in Helena. Sam
served as MAC's first president.

In a May 1976 article, Sam described himself as a “militant and
emotional environmentalist.” He wrote: “There is no doubt in my
mind that I am the least likely person in town to have been president
of an Audubon chapter... I am not a birder, but I am a devoted
member of the Audubon Society. This year has convinced me that the goals, objectives and methods of 
the National Audubon Society offer some hope for future generations of life.” He spoke of his vision for
LCAS: “I have not tried to make Audubon entertaining. I contend that unless the LCAS devotes a 
major share of its effort to conservation, land use planning, habitat protection and other non-
entertaining activities, our society as we know it is going to wither and die.”

In another article he wrote: “This beleaguered earth cannot stand much more of our objectivity. If, in 
order to permit all species on this planet to live, we humans must accept a different (and perhaps 
lower) standard of living, then so be it! If we cannot live as we are trying to do and still allow other 
living things to exist, then we have a moral obligation to abandon our present path.”  Militant and 
emotional, to be sure. Thank you, Sam. 

After Sam left the board, the Sperry family continued to be part of the LCAS family. Sam and his wife, 
Joyce Beckes, created the chapter's monthly newsletter from 1985 to 1998, and then Joyce continued 
serving as editor until 2013. That's a lot of newsletters! Sam and Joyce recently moved to New Mexico,
and Sam passed away on July 16 in Albuquerque.

-- Sue Jackson
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Sam Sperry receives a recognition
from Janice Miller, 1991. 

Photo by Naomi Smith.

Marias River by John Lambing
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The View from Sevenmile Creek: November
I had been hoping for an irruption year, and the
redpolls did not disappoint. When I first heard their
distinctive chatter vocalizations near my house in
Helena on October 28, I immediately thought of
Sevenmile Creek and its seed-laden alders. When I
walked up the stream a few days later, the alders were
quiet. And then – “che-che-che!” A flock of these
streaky brown-white-and-red finches passed overhead,
bouncing downstream. 

After a stretch of quiet, I finally got great looks at a
good-sized flock. Thirty Common Redpolls hung
precariously from alder twigs, probed cones, and
squabbled. A trickle of birds would fly to another alder,
followed by a stream of redpolls, until only a few remained in the shrub I was watching. Sometimes, a 
group would fly down into the field, where they must have been finding other types of seeds to eat. 
Hear and see “a first-hand account” from one of the redpolls here: https://youtu.be/P4_pNxftywI.

Since that day, the redpolls have either dwindled or become less
conspicuous, and my sightings have consisted of a few birds flying
over, or a small, flighty flock glimpsed briefly in the alders. Will
redpolls remain here for the rest of the winter? I hope they will gift
me with some more great views, and the opportunity to check for a
pale, hardy, and uncommon Hoary Redpoll in their midst. 

The story of the redpolls seems to mirror that of Sevenmile Creek at
this time: an elemental quiet punctuated with brief flurries of activity.
Snow covering the fields, then soon melting from the rocky slopes
with southern exposure. Ice formations in the stream. A Red-shafted
Flicker eating Russian-olive fruits. Grasses bent in gray and white
hummocks. Puddles, soft earth – erosion in inexorable progress.

There is also a human story unfolding on this landscape: stream
restoration is underway on one stretch of the creek, the first of several
projects. The intention is that this carefully considered disturbance
will, over time, help even more life thrive on this land. 

As winter progresses, this land is still telling its stories, quietly. Stay
tuned for the next newsletter, in February!

-- Shane Sater

LCAS Board Meeting - November
Conservation 

 GEMS Project completed successfully in spite of worse weather than last year. Check out the 
reults: https://www.hawkcount.org/siteinfo.php?r=on&rsite=767&go=Go+To+Hawkwatch+Profile.

 Sevenmile Creek Survey: Meeting scheduled with PPLT to discuss next steps in this joint effort.
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Sevenmile Creek in November by Shane Sater

Common Redpoll by Shane Sater

https://www.hawkcount.org/siteinfo.php?r=on&rsite=767&go=Go+To+Hawkwatch+Profile
https://youtu.be/P4_pNxftywI


 Brian reported on a combined effort by MT Audubon and government agencies to gather data 
on Russian-olive and Salt Cedar impacts in Montana’s riparian areas with the goal of 
establishing an effort to control the spread of these species.

 The board discussed the Lake Helena Important Bird Area (IBA). The board agreed to gather 
more information on the IBA’s history, status, and opportunities for future efforts. Further 
discussion at the January 8 board meeting.  Contact Shane if interested in helping.

Education
 March Natural History Lecture Series at Montana WILD on March 5, 12, 19, and 26 will 

address “Fire” and its impacts. 
 A grant program for Carroll College student conservation research is moving forward. Contact 

Sumner Sharpe with any suggestions of research topics.  
Communications

 NEW LCAS Website is up and running! Check out the new look: http://www.lastchanceaudubon.org/.
Other

 Membership: LCAS has 397 members. 119 are LCAS only - the rest are NAS members.
-- Sumner Sharpe

Membership Report 
Please welcome Last Chance Audubon Society new members: Ed & Jenny Kelly, Garth Block, 
Cheryl & David Beltitsky, Linda Huso, and Connie Fiske & Ron Paul. 

Sincere thanks to LCAS renewing members: Gail Moser, Gloria Lambertz, Jay & Robyn Carter, Gail 
Kuntz & Terry Wheeling, Pat Clark, Barb Belt & Jim Emerson, Ginnie Talley, Bob Martinka, Jo Lace 
& Brian Shovers, Len & Conchetta Eckel, Sumner Sharpe, Sue Jackson, Clifford Sheets, Ramona 
Turnbull, and Sue & Bruce Newell.  

Please also welcome National Audubon Society new members: S. Ericksen and Jane Hotchkiss.

LCAS MEMBERSHIP: A new membership or renewal is $15 per household and is current for one 
year, January 1st through December 31st. Please be sure we receive all your correct contact information 
by filling out a registration form located either in this newsletter or printed from 
http://www.lastchanceaudubon.org/about/membership/.   Please send completed registration form and 
your $15 check to: LCAS, PO Box 924, Helena, MT 59624.

PRINTED and ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTERS: We want all our members to stay informed about 
chapter news and happenings. If you do not have access to email, staying current with your chapter 
membership to LCAS guarantees that you will continue to receive a printed version of our newsletter. 
If you do have email access, please help us keep printing costs to a minimum and opt to receive our 
newsletter electronically. Those dollars we save will be spent for important bird habitat, education and 
outreach. Thank you.

NAS MEMBERSHIP: If you would like National Audubon Society membership information or to 
renew with them, please direct an email to customerservice@audubon.org or contact them directly by 
phone at 1-844-428-3828. We are unable to forward memberships to National Audubon. 

-- Sharon Dewart-Hansen, Membership Chair 
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https://www.facebook.com/lastchanceaudubon
Website: http://www.lastchanceaudubon.org/
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Last Chance Audubon Society
PO Box 924
Helena, MT 59624 
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Helena MT 59601
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LCAS COMMITTEE 
CHAIRS/CONTACTS 
Birdathon: Jo Lace 443-6640, 
sholace1049@gmail.com
Birdseed Sale: Sue Jackson & Sandy 
Shull, 443-4486 or 449-0904
Christmas Bird Count: Coburn 
Currier, clcurrier@hotmail.com, 
Cedron Jones, 442-1271
Conservation: Brian Shovers, 443-
6640
Monthly Program: Sandy Shull & Liz 
Hiltunen, 449-0904 or 227-5492
Publicity: Liz Hiltunen, 227-5492, 
lhiltunen@q.com
Silent Auction: Sandy Shull & Jo 
Lace, 449-0904 or 443-6640
Membership: Sharon Dewart-
Hansen, 422-4546, 
smdewarthansen@charter.net
Meeting Set-up: Doug Hansen, 
mthusker@charter.net
Field Trips: Don Skaar, 442-3254,  
tedradon@gmail.com
Habitat: open
MT Audubon State Office: 443-3949
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LCAS BOARD

PRESIDENT: Janice Miller, 
439-5762, jan2854@gmail.com
SECRETARY: Brian Shovers, 443-
6640, sholace1049@gmail.com
TREASURER: Sue Jackson, 443-
4486, suejacksonmt@gmail.com
WEBSITE/BOARD: Stephen 
Turner, 521-0000, 
turnstonest@gmail.com
EDUCATION/BOARD: Sumner 
Sharpe, mtnutmeg@gmail.com
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