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Wildfire in Montana: Its
History, Science, and

Impact on Habitat 
March Natural History Lecture Series 

Every Monday in March
Montana WILD, 2668 Broadwater Ave.

Programs begin 7:00 p.m.
Arrive early for the best seat

Carpooling recommended

March 5 –  Options for Dealing with Climate 
Change and Wildfire 
Steve Running will present options for dealing 
with climate change and wildfire. He received his 
PhD in Forest Ecology from Colorado State and 
has been Professor of Global Ecology at 
University of Montana since 1979. He is a Land 
Team Leader for the NASA Earth Observing 
System, author of over 300 scientific articles, and 
he shared the 2007 Nobel Peace Prize.

March 12 – Restoration of Montana’s Fire-
Dependent Forests 
Stephen Arno and Carl Fiedler will discuss 
ecology and restoration of Montana’s fire-
dependent forests. Stephen Arno earned a PhD in 
forestry & plant science from the University of 
Montana in 1970.  He retired from the Fire 
Sciences Lab in Missoula in 1999 as  research 
forester.  He has practiced restoration forestry on 

family ponderosa pine forest for forty years. Carl 
Fiedler retired from the University of Montana 
Forestry School in 2007 after attending grad school, 
serving in the U.S. Army, and working at the USFS 
Intermountain Research Station.  Fiedler and Arno 
have co-authored three books on forest & fire 
management.

Mountain Bluebird (post-fire cavity nester) by Shane Sater

March 19 – Birds and Fire 
Kristina Smucker will take us on a virtual tour 
through burned forests to discover how the bird 
community changes following restorative wildfires. 
Many bird species depend on high severity wildfires,
like those Montana experienced last summer, to 
create the habitat and food resources they need to 
survive. Kristina Smucker is a wildlife biologist for 
Montana FWP in Great Falls and has extensively 
studied the impact of wildfires on bird habitat. 
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Last Chance Chat 
L a st  C h a n ce  Au d u b on  Socie t y p r om ot es 

u n d er st a n d in g , r esp ect  a n d  e n joym en t  of  b i r d s 
a n d  t h e  n a t u r a l  w or ld  t h r ou g h  ed u ca t i on , 

h a b i t a t  p r ot e ct ion  a n d  en vi r on m en t a l  
a d voca cy.

   



March 26 – Elk and Wildfire in the Bitterroot 
Valley
Kelly Proffitt will describe evaluation of elk 
forage quality and how it changes after fire in the 
Bitterroot Valley of west-central Montana. 
Wildfire has an important effect on the 
distribution and abundance of nutritional 
resources for elk. Carrying capacity based on food
resources likely changes over time with variation 
in fire history and management practices. Proffitt, 
a wildlife biologist from the Bozeman FWP 
office, has spent several years documenting the 
effect of wildfire on elk populations in the 
Bitterroot.

For more information on these programs, contact 
Brian Shovers: sholace0848@gmail.com

Wow! Just Wow! I’m about to fall off of my President’s Perch just thinking about it!  Check out this 
newsletter:

Notice that LCAS is writing letters to our elected congressmen in Washington, D.C. in favor of 
conserving wildlife and birds, utilizing the National Migratory Bird Act. We joined other Audubon 
chapters in Montana in signing on to support Recovering America’s Wildlife Act. We’ve heard from 
Citizen’s Climate Lobby at our Board meeting. We have voiced our support of the Birdtail Butte 
conservation easement near Crown Butte.

We are working with Amy Seaman (MT Audubon) on the Lake Helena Important Bird Area (IBA) in 
several different ways.  We are on the lookout for FWP pit toilets without screens on the vents as part 
of the Poo-Poo Project to protect cavity-dwelling birds like small owls.  

We are reviewing and editing our Articles of Incorporation and our bylaws.  We are creating a NEW 
LCAS brochure. We are offering up to two $1000 scholarships for Helena area graduating high school 
seniors. We are active in many area schools, promoting the love of birds to students from 4 years of age
to college-age. 

We are on the brink of enjoying the outstanding line-up of speakers for our Natural History Lecture 
Series, Mondays in March. (Donations accepted.) Our upcoming spring membership programs are 
equally engaging. (Plan to carpool to ALL LCAS meetings, and arrive early!)

We are gearing up for spring migration, International Migratory Bird Day in May, lots of field trips, 
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Post-fire Forest, Broadwater County by Shane Sater

mailto:sholace0848@gmail.com


Birdathon, and MT Audubon’s Bird Festival (this year in Kalispell), not to mention our bird surveys at 
Sevenmile, the curlew project, and GEMS in the Fall.

Wow!  Just, WOW!  

Way to go, Last Chance Audubon Society! 

Janice Miller
President, LCAS

A Thank You From Our Library
The staff at Lewis and Clark Library sends a special thank
you to our chapter for purchasing a subscription to Audubon
Magazine for patrons to read at the library. LCAS has been
making this donation for many years. In return, LCAS
would like to wish the library a happy 150th birthday! 

-- Sue Jackson

Board Meeting
The next board meeting will be Tuesday, March 20. If 
you'd like to attend, contact a board member for details.

Errata
In the “GEMS Fundraising” article last month, the amount raised in November and December was 
$3270, not $1080. We regret the confusion.

One of our members recently discovered that the phone number we have been publishing for National 
Audubon Society renewals is incorrect. Unless you want to talk to “Trane Residential Heating and Air 
Conditioning,” please call 1-844-428-3826 for NAS renewals. 

Curlew volunteers needed starting April 8! 
Are you ready to hear the ‘currlleeee’ of the Long-billed Curlew?  Grab your binoculars and get ready.  
These charismatic shorebirds will be trickling back into the state in less than two months and we need 
your help finding as many as possible in and around the Helena Valley! 

Last year volunteers recorded 149 curlew and 89 Sandhill Crane sightings locally.

Montana and the Helena Valley harbor the very important grassland and wetland habitat that curlews 
rely on during breeding and migration. Now you have the opportunity to help advance conservation of 
curlews and their habitats by choosing an available survey route and getting out into the field!

It’s easy. Survey routes consist of early morning roadside stops repeated every half mile. At each stop, 
you will get out of the car for five minutes and look and listen for curlews. The great thing is that you 
only need to look for one big beautiful bellowing bird. The Sandhill Cranes are a bonus! All you have 
to do is choose a route and catch up on curlew identification and you are all set to go.

The best way to get involved is to visit our favorite Birds & Beasleys store (2 S. Last Chance Gulch) 
starting April 1st, where you can find the available survey routes and the protocol, data sheets, and 
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Long-billed Curlew by Shane Sater



maps. Feel free to take a partner or a new birder, do a route more than once, or do more than one route. 
The Curlews are just waiting to be found!

To brush up on your Curlew identification before heading into the field, visit Montana Audubon’s 
webpage: http://mtaudubon.org/birds-science/long-billed-curlew-initiative/ for a link to the curlew’s 
call and much more. Also visit Cornell Lab of Ornithology’s All about Birds: 
http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Long-billed_Curlew/id.

Contact Amy Seaman with any questions: aseaman@mtaudubon.org or (406) 210-9449.

June 8-10, 2018       Kalispell, Montana
During the winter months, many birders find themselves dreaming of long summer days chasing our 
feathered friends across beautiful Montana landscapes. Remember, it’s not too early to begin planning 
your summer birding adventures! Below is a sampling of field trips at Montana Audubon’s 19th 
Annual Bird Festival, this year co-hosted by Flathead Audubon, June 8 - 10 at the Red Lion Inn.

There are over 20 field trips planned, guided by knowledgeable birders and naturalists familiar with 
the species and their habitats in the Flathead area. Here is a brief sampling:

Swan River Nature Trail – Birds and Native Plants
An easy half-mile to one-mile walk. Look for nesting goldeneyes,
Ospreys,  Western Tanagers, and many other passerines along the forested
shoreline. A Montana Native Plant Society member will answer plant
questions.

Glacier National Park - East to West
Explore everything from lush riparian areas to dense ancient forest, from
meadows to rushing streams. Upper McDonald Creek and Avalanche
Creek area promise good chances at Harlequin Ducks, dippers, Pacific
Wrens, and Varied Thrushes.

Flathead Lake Biological Station & Boat Ride
Learn about one of the oldest active biological field research stations in the
U.S. In addition to a tour of the facility, participants will be treated to a ride around Bird Island and 
Finely point in the FLBS research boat (weather permitting) to view Bald Eagle and Osprey nests.

Flathead River to Lake Birding
Thousands of acres of Flathead Valley wetlands, farmlands, and river bottom habitat have been 
conserved through the Flathead River to Lake Partnership. Learn about the conservation initiative and 
tour some of the best birding habitat in the lower Flathead Valley. Look for spring songbirds, nesting 
waterfowl, Bald Eagles, and many other raptors. 

Look for the online festival registration system in early March. For more information contact Montana 
Audubon Bird Festival Coordinator, Cathie Erickson, cerickson@mtaudubon.org, or (406) 443-3949.
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Common Goldeneye by Shane Sater

American Dipper
by Bob Martinka
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The View from Sevenmile Creek: February 2018
Note: The surveys on Sevenmile Creek are a collaboration between LCAS
and Prickly Pear Land Trust (PPLT). PPLT acquired the Sevenmile
property in 2016 for open space and habitat purposes. Stream restoration
activities in the area are ongoing, and public access is not permitted at this
time. PPLT provides access to LCAS volunteers specifically to conduct
these bird surveys. Questions? Contact Nate Kopp, nate@pricklypearlt.org.

Winter is hanging on at Sevenmile Creek. Late February's
temperature plunge froze the stream again, leaving only a few
small stretches of open water. I've done the last two surveys on
cross-country skis, which has worked well except for cold
toes. The wind has sculptured the powdery top layer of snow
into steep ridges and deep pockets. The dense layers beneath –
too crusty for me to poke a tape measure through – must be making it hard for raptors to hunt. A 
Rough-legged Hawk or two are sticking around, though. Just last week I saw a Harlan's Red-tail again, 
too. I first noted it on December 11, and I've seen it on most surveys since. It's feathered in dark and 
light, with a gleaming white breast. Several times I've seen it perch at the very top of a shrub, more like
a rough-legged than a red-tail. Light-morph Harlan's Hawks are unusual, which is why I suspect it's the 
same individual that I keep seeing. 

With most birds, it's impossible to tell if I'm seeing the same individuals from week to week. I can only 
notice the general patterns. I keep seeing one or two Townsend's Solitaires along the creek and in the 
few junipers to the north. Recently I got a chance to check their diet, gathering scat from below a perch 
after a solitaire flew. I looked at the scat under a dissecting microscope: juniper fruits, still smelling 
intensely resinous. 

Chickadees have become sparse, and have been entirely
absent on the last two surveys. Are they still present along
Sevenmile Creek in very low densities, or have they
completely vacated the area and moved elsewhere? 

I've been wondering about raptor migration. When will they
start moving, and will I be able to tell? Last week I caught
sight of an adult Golden Eagle passing over to the north,
circling low over the Scratchgravel Hills, and disappearing
from sight. A month before in late January, I saw one pass
over to the south. Was the recent bird a migrant, or just local traffic? I really don't know. According to 
Birds of Montana, March is peak northbound migration for Golden Eagles. Will I see eagles moving 
over, clearly migrating, as I did in the fall? I'll be looking – and eagerly waiting for spring.

-- Shane Sater

LCAS Board Meeting Highlights - February 2018 Meeting
Conservation/Citizen Science 

 Two members of the local Citizen’s Climate Lobby (CCL) chapter, (a non-profit, non-partisan, 
grassroots organization) presented their approach to deal with greenhouse gas emissions and its 
effects on climate change. Their approach, which all 457 CCL chapters are recommending, is 
Carbon Fee and Dividend. A fee is charged at the source for fossil fuels and is distributed as a 
dividend to all households in the USA. 
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Thinleaf Alder, waiting for spring. By S. Sater

Sevenmile Creek in February by Shane Sater

mailto:nate@pricklypearlt.org


 In response to a request from the Helena Outdoor Club, LCAS will send a letter in support of a 
Conservation Easement for Birdtail Butte, near Crown Butte.

 The Lake Helena Watershed Group is looking for volunteers to help plant willows along Prickly
Pear Creek this spring.

 There will be a Bio-Blitz in late May or early June at Tenmile Park and volunteers will be 
needed to help with bird surveys. Stay tuned for more information.

 Burdock removal at Kmart Ponds will be scheduled for spring, and there was discussion about 
recruiting the Montana Conservation Corps to help manage the Russian-olive trees.

Education
 In April, the Director of the Montana Audubon Center in Billings, Carolyn Sevier, will speak at 

the monthly LCAS membership meeting.  
 For teachers or schools with an interest in birds/birding and conservation who are looking for 

ideas, we can help! Contact Sumner for more information.
Advocacy

 We signed letters to be sent to Montana’s elected federal officials in support of management of 
wilderness areas for the long-term, and funding species conservation with  Recovering 
America’s Wildlife Act.

 We sent letters to Montana's federal representatives and Interior Secretary Zinke advocating for 
the Migratory Bird Treaty Act. Legislative proposals and a reinterpretation by the Department 
of Interior threaten to severely weaken the law.

Other
 Suggested changes to the LCAS bylaws were discussed
 Sumner presented an outline and format for an updated LCAS brochure. Contact him with ideas

about any specific LCAS activities that should be highlighted.

Spring Migration
Spring will be here before you know it! Perhaps
later this year than some, if the weather so far is
any gauge. A quick search of eBird charts for Lewis
and Clark County shows that the following species
may be arriving as soon as late February: Snow
Goose, Tundra Swan, Killdeer, California Gull,
Herring Gull, Mountain Bluebird, & Western
Meadowlark. 

Early March could bring a few more: Northern
Shoveler, American White Pelican, Double-
crested Cormorant, Sandhill Crane, and 
Ring-billed Gull. 
A bit later in March, look for Tree Swallows and Violet-green Swallows. And remember: each 
checklist you submit to eBird makes this chart more accurate - and contributes to conservation!
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Lewis and Clark County - frequency of bird sightings. Image provided by eBird (www.ebird.org), created 25 Feb 2018.

Western Meadowlark by Bob Martinka

http://www.ebird.org/


Membership Report 

Please welcome Last Chance Audubon Society new
members: Donna Shull and Tanner Davis.

Sincere thanks to Last Chance renewing members:
Marilyn Hayes, Janice Miller, Estelle Shuttleworth, Howard
Johnson, Helena & Mike Murray, Ellen & Eric Feaver, Sue
Jackson, Mary Jane Bradbury, Evelyn Norton, Steve
Bayless, Marilyn Maddox, Sandy Shull, Jane Beasley, Joe
& Laurie Lamson and K Jane Phillips. 

Please also welcome National Audubon Society new 
members: Dwight Hiesterman, John Oitzinger, Dallas Miller, Joy Ritter, Sally Hilander, Douglas 
Abbott, Gerald Shields, Cath Wright, Michael Roach, Billie McDonald, Alicia Reber, Mary Wengler, 
Diana Herrick, Richmond Franklin and Norm Doebel.

Sincere thanks to National Audubon Society renewing members: John Andrew, Brad Robinson, 
Stephanie Tubbs, Constance Cole, Jerry Mathews, Ann Bauchman, Sharon Dewart-Hansen, Lu 
Driessen, Earl McCurley, Patricia Peterson, Kathryn Bramer, Gene Huntington, Heidi Youmans, Ralph 
Boland, Jean Bond, Tim Speyer, Ken Swingley, Shirley Hudson, Mikal Kellner, Mike & Helen Murray,
Denise Pennington, Elma Gunstone, Gail Winterhalter, Loretta Carter, Terry O’Connor, Robert 
Shepard, Dick Warner and William Hubber. 

LCAS MEMBERSHIP: A new membership or renewal is $15 per household and is current for one 
year, January 1 through December 31. Please be sure we receive all your correct contact information by
filling out a registration form located in this newsletter or printed from www.lastchanceaudubon.org. 
Please send completed registration form and your $15 check to: LCAS, PO Box 924, Helena, MT 
59624.

PRINTED and ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTERS: We
want all our members to stay informed about chapter news
and happenings. If you do not have access to email,
staying current with your chapter membership to Last
Chance Audubon Society guarantees that you will continue
to receive a printed version of our newsletter. If you do
have email access, please help us keep printing costs to a
minimum and opt to receive our newsletter electronically.
Those dollars we save will be spent for important bird
habitat, education and outreach. Thank you.

NAS MEMBERSHIP: If you would like National Audubon Society membership information or to 
renew with them, please direct an email to www.  customerservice@audubon.org or contact them 
directly by phone at 1-844-428-3826. We are unable to forward memberships to National Audubon. 

-- Sharon Dewart-Hansen, Membership Chair, smdewarthansen@charter.net 
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Violet-green Swallow by Shane Sater

Northern Shoveler by Bob Martinka
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https://www.facebook.com/lastchanceaudubon
Website: http://www.lastchanceaudubon.org/
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LCAS COMMITTEE 
CHAIRS/CONTACTS 

Birdathon: Jo Lace 443-6640, 
sholace0848@gmail.com
Birdseed Sale: Sue Jackson & Sandy 
Shull, 443-4486 or 449-0904
Christmas Bird Count: Coburn 
Currier, clcurrier@hotmail.com
Conservation: Brian Shovers, 443-
6640, sholace0848@gmail.com
Monthly Program: Sandy Shull & Liz 
Hiltunen, 449-0904 or 227-5492
Publicity: Liz Hiltunen, 227-5492, 
lhiltunen@q.com
Silent Auction: Sandy Shull & Jo 
Lace, 449-0904 or 443-6640
Meeting Set-up: Doug Hansen, 
mthusker@charter.net
Field Trips: Don Skaar, 442-3254,  
tedradon@gmail.com
Habitat: open
MT Audubon State Office: 443-3949
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MEMBERSHIP FORM

Clip and mail to: 
PO Box 924, Helena MT 
59624 with check for 
$15. 
All contributions are tax 
deductible.
Name
                                            
Address
                                             
City/State
                                             
Zip
                                             
Phone
                                             
Email
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LCAS BOARD

PRESIDENT: Janice Miller, 
439-5762, jan2854@gmail.com
SECRETARY: Brian Shovers, 443-
6640, sholace0848@gmail.com
TREASURER: Sue Jackson, 443-
4486, suejacksonmt@gmail.com
WEBSITE/BOARD: Stephen 
Turner, 521-0000, 
turnstonest@gmail.com
EDUCATION/BOARD: Sumner 
Sharpe, mtnutmeg@gmail.com
NEWSLETTER/BOARD: Shane 
Sater, 208-597-0488, 
shsater@gmail.com
MEMBERSHIP/BOARD: Sharon 
Dewart-Hansen, 422-4546, 
smdewarthansen@charter.net
BOARD AT LARGE: Coburn 
Currier,
clcurrier@hotmail.com
BOARD AT LARGE: Bob 
Martinka, 449-3313, 
rmartink@aol.com
BOARD AT LARGE: Jo Lace, 443-
6640
BOARD AT LARGE: Don Skaar, 
442-3254, tedradon@gmail.com
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