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Connecting Kids 
with Nature

Thursday, April 12, 2018
(Please note date change)

Program begins 7:00 p.m.
Cookies and Conversation 6:30 – 7:00

 

Montana WILD, 2668 Broadwater Ave.

Spending time in the outdoors is an important part 
of childhood. For conservationists, childhood 
memories of nature are often a big part of why we 
care about birds, plants, and wild places. But as 
screens and schedules take over more of our time, 
fewer kids have access and opportunity for those 
critical outdoor experiences. 

Carolyn Sevier, Director of the Montana Audubon 
Center (MAC), will describe MAC's education 
programs, concentrated at the Audubon Center in 
Billings. These programs create spaces for all ages
to learn about and connect with the natural world. 
At the 54-acre site on the Yellowstone River, staff 
work with more than 25,000 visitors annually, 
including elementary and high school class field 
trips, summer camp and family programs, and 
their on-site Fledglings Nature Preschool.

Carolyn Sevier grew up along the Snake River in 
Idaho and now lives along the Yellowstone River 
in Billings. She has been involved in 
Environmental Education for more than 20 years, 
working and volunteering for a number of 
organizations. These include the Montana 
Wilderness Association, Montana Discovery 
Foundation, Boy Scouts of America, Montana 
Environmental Education Association, Montana 
Master Naturalist program, and now Montana 
Audubon. 

Carolyn also spent nine years in Helena, getting a 
degree in Environmental Studies from Carroll 
College during that time. She and her Montana-
native husband have three children, a dog, and 
whatever birds will come to their backyard 
feeders.
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Last Chance Chat 
L a st  C h a n ce  Au d u b on  Socie t y p r om ot es 

u n d er st a n d in g , r esp ect  a n d  e n joym en t  of  b i r d s 
a n d  t h e  n a t u r a l  w or ld  t h r ou g h  ed u ca t i on , 

h a b i t a t  p r ot e ct ion  a n d  en vi r on m en t a l  
a d voca cy.

   

Connecting with nature at Montana Audubon
Center. Photo courtesy of MT Audubon.



Spring!

Migration. Changing habitat, changing climate. Following instinct, following the weather.  Following 
food, following Spring. Summer. Autumn. Winter. Spring.

Change. Becoming something new. Trying something new. Organizing something new. Going 
someplace new. Blossom. Produce fruit. Awaken to your breeding plumage. Eggs. Chicks. Fledglings. 
Migration.

The unknown. The future. Tomorrow.
Unsettling. Different. No assurances.
Unnamed challenges. Imagined
difficulties.

Birds do it all the time – migrate
somewhere unknown, and change – their
diet, their family, their landscape.
Breeding. Migrating. Wintering.

Change is inevitable. Adaptability? Or,
resistance? Working together? Or, going
it solo? 

For humans, often it’s politics – national, regional, local. Ever changing, shifting.  Efforts surging, 
waning. Winning, losing.  

At LCAS, we are revising our Bylaws, electing and re-electing our officers and board members; 
working in unison with Montana Audubon and other state Audubon chapters. We’re adjusting our 
landscape. Our Spring plumage is “adaptability” and “working together.”

Come migrate with us. Some of it is unknown territory with unknown challenges. Volunteer.  Say 
“Yes!” Be flexible. Come fly with us!

Janice Miller
President, LCAS
\

Bylaws Revision
The LCAS bylaws have recently been reviewed and some revisions are being proposed by the Board. 
The bylaws were last revised in 2000. The bylaws will be posted on our website in early April for 
review: lastchanceaudubon.org. Members will be asked to vote on the revised bylaws at the annual 
membership meeting, May 8.
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Spring! Modeling of April Barn Swallow movements. Image
provided by eBird (ebird.org) and accessed 25 Mar 2018.

http://www.lastchanceaudubon.org/
https://ebird.org/home


Beer and Birds!!
Come out and support the Golden Eagle Migration Survey
(GEMS) at the Community Monday fundraising event at
the Blackfoot River Brewing Company!
Join us on Monday, April 9, from 5PM – 8PM at the Blackfoot, 66 S
Park Avenue, Helena.
The Blackfoot River Brewing Company donates $1 for every glass served.
GEMS is a collaborative partnership of Montana Audubon, Last Chance
Audubon, US Forest Service, and Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks.

Upcoming Field Trips
Sign up and mark your calendars! Field trips are a great way to learn
about birds and habitat, see new places, and connect with other
birders. Look for more great field opportunities in the May
newsletter.

April 28: EAST SIDE CANYON FERRY RESERVOIR 

Amy Seaman will lead a trip to the foothills area on the east side of
Canyon Ferry Reservoir. Highlights will include lots of opportunities
to see Long-Billed Curlews, Western Meadowlarks, Horned Larks,
and hopefully Northern Harriers, American Kestrels, and possibly
even Ferruginous Hawks. Raptors in general can be a real treat in
this area, and there may be some pelicans by then.  The trip will also
include a visit to the reservoir at the end of Lower Confederate
Road.  Call Amy at 406-210-9449 to reserve a spot on the trip. Meet
at the Albertson's parking lot (on 11th Avenue) at 8 a.m. Expect to
return to Helena by 2 or 2:30 p.m. 

May 19: WARM SPRINGS PONDS

Brian Shovers and Jo Lace will lead a trip to the ponds in the Deer Lodge valley. On recent trips, they 
have counted 65 species. Highlights include 13 species of ducks and grebes, a Black-Crowned Night 
Heron, a Sora, Semiplamated Plover, 9 species of shorebirds, and a Lazuli Bunting. Contact Brian or Jo
at 406-443-6640 by May 14 to reserve a spot. Meet at the west end of the Lundy Center (on Euclid) at 
7:30 am and expect to return by 3:30 p.m.

Attention Budding Birders!!!
When the sights and sounds of spring birds approach, it's an opportunity to recognize them and to give 
them a name. 

LCAS, in cooperation with Montana WILD Education Center, is again offering Birding 101 classes. 
These classes are designed for entry level birders who want to improve their bird identification skills. 
Each class will explore bird identification through observation, both in the classroom and in the field. 
Discussion will focus on feathers and flight, bird song, migration, and conservation.  Two classes will 
be offered - one for adults and one for students (grades 5-8). Enrollment is limited. Full details are 
listed below under each class announcement. Don't delay, sign up today – and tell your friends! It's 
free!
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Birders on a field trip.
Photo by Bob Martinka.



Get hands-on experience identifying birds through observation, both in the classroom and in the field. 
Learn about feathers and flight, bird song, migration, and conservation. Best of all, start your own life 
list of feathered friends! 

Birding 101 for Adults
Saturday, June 2 Leader: Stephen Turner Meet: 8 AM to 11 AM
Adults wishing to learn about birds through identification and natural history are welcome to this 
workshop. Class size will be limited to 12 participants. Everyone must register in advance to attend. 
There is no cost for the workshop, and coffee and a snack will be provided. Binoculars will be provided
for those who do not have them. All registrants should have the ability to navigate a one-mile walk 
around Spring Meadow Lake. We will meet rain or shine; please dress for the weather. Meet at MT 
WILD, 2668 Broadwater Ave. To register, contact Stephen Turner, turnstonest@gmail.com, or Ryan 
Schmaltz, rschmaltz@mt.gov.

Birding 101 for Kids
Tentative date: Friday, June 8 Leader: Stephen Turner Meet: 6 - 8PM
Students entering grades 5-8 during the 2018-2019 school year are welcome to this workshop. Class 
size will be limited to 12 participants. Students must register in advance to attend. There is no cost for 
the workshop. Binoculars will be provided by Montana WILD. All registrants should have the ability to
navigate a one-mile walk around Spring Meadow Lake. We will meet, rain or shine; please dress for the
weather. Meet at MT WILD, 2668 Broadwater Ave. To register, contact Stephen Turner, 
turnstonest@gmail.com, or Ryan Schmaltz, rschmaltz@mt.gov.
Please check our website, lastchanceaudubon.org, for date
confirmation.

LCAS Upcoming Election
Nominations are now open for LCAS officers and Board members.
Currently, the nominating committee is preparing a slate of
candidates for consideration by the membership. If you would like
to nominate someone – including yourself – please contact Sue
Jackson (443-4486) by May 1. The election will be held at LCAS's
annual membership meeting on May 8. 

Reminder: Curlew Surveys
The curlews will be returning soon! Surveys in and around the Helena Valley are a great opportunity to 
help these charismatic shorebirds and their important wetland and grassland habitats.
6

It’s easy. Survey routes consist of early morning roadside stops repeated every half mile. At each stop, 
you will get out of the car for five minutes and look and listen for curlews.  Along the way you will 
collect important data on the time, habitat, and presence or absence. The great thing is that you only 
need to look for one big beautiful bellowing bird. Sandhill Cranes are a bonus! 

Take a friend! Try a new route! Maybe you'll find a favorite new place to bird. The survey window is 
April 8 to May 31.

Learn more and sign up for a route at Birds and Beasleys (2 S. Last Chance Gulch, Helena) or contact 
Amy Seaman: aseaman@mtaudubon.org or 406.210.9449.
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Tree Swallow in Plains Cottonwood
by Shane Sater

mailto:aseaman@mtaudubon.org
http://lastchanceaudubon.org/
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Chimney Swift Surveys
Here's another opportunity to go “swifting!” Montana Audubon is partnering with Montana Fish, 
Wildlife and Parks to discover just where our Chimney Swifts are active and breeding across eastern 
Montana. Chimney Swifts are best surveyed in towns and near buildings with large chimneys. Surveys 
will occur for 30 minutes before and after sunset during June and July, with observers stationed for just 
a short time at selected chimneys. 

If you’d like to participate in this project, please think about what region you’d like to visit by using the
FWP regional map (http://fwp.mt.gov/regions/). Surveys will be conducted in Regions 5, 6, and 7. New
survey maps, locations, and webpages are in the works, but it’s never too early to sign up.

Even if you are unable to dedicate an evening to this survey, your Chimney Swift observations are 
valuable! Please email Amy Seaman with observations and include date, time, location of observation, 
weather information, and who made the observation. Please include a picture of the location or 
chimney as well: you could help discover a new nesting site worth monitoring!

If you'd like to participate in this project, please contact Amy (aseaman@mtaudubon.org or 406-210-
9449).

Bird Festival
Kalispell, June 8-10, 2018 
The annual Montana Audubon Bird Festival is fast approaching! Please register early by mailing the 
form included in the registration brochure or by visiting www.mtaudubon.org. If registering online, 
please only choose one field trip per day as the system will not allow you to register for a trip that is 
full; if registering by mail, be sure to include 1st, 2nd and 3rd choices.

Rooms have been saved at the Kalispell Red Lion Inn. Call 406-751-5050 and mention you are 
attending the Montana Audubon bird festival to receive the discounted rate.
 

Each year Montana Audubon (MA) recognizes outstanding individuals who work for the conservation 
and protection of birds and other wildlife by presenting Awards at the Saturday evening banquet. MA 
is currently seeking nominations in the following categories: Lifetime Achievement Award, Educator of
the Year, Conservationist of the Year, Citizen Scientist of the Year, and Special Achievement Award. To 
make a nomination (due May 18), download a nomination form at www.mtaudubon.org. 
 

Register soon and come to Kalispell this June! If you have further questions, please contact Montana 
Audubon at 406-443-3948 or festival coordinator Cathie Erickson at cerickson@mtaudubon.org.

March 2018 LCAS Board Meeting Highlights
Montana Audubon News: Montana Audubon is preparing a newsletter focused on national legislative 
matters and has requested the LCAS mailing list to distribute this information to our members. The 
Board voted unanimously to make the list available for this mailing only. In the future, similar 
questions will be decided by the LCAS President.
LCAS Bylaws Update: Sue presented the proposed changes to bring our bylaws up-to-date to reflect 
current practices and relationships.  The Board reviewed the updated version and the proposed bylaws 
will be available to members on the LCAS website and presented to members for approval at the May 8
LCAS meeting.
Education: The deadline for LCAS Scholarship applications from high school seniors is April 15 with 
recipients(s) introduced at the May LCAS meeting. The Helena Middle School Bobcat Birders are 
planning several spring field trips. Discussions with Carroll College are focused on student field work 
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this summer associated with the Lake Helena IBA and tributaries. If you are interested in participating 
in the Bobcat Birders field trips and IBA field work, contact Sumner.
New LCAS Brochure: A draft has been sent to the Board for their review and comment.

Membership: Sharon reported that we have 186 LCAS-only members and 243 National 
Audubon/LCAS members.

The View from Sevenmile Creek: March
Note: The surveys on Sevenmile Creek are a collaboration
between LCAS and Prickly Pear Land Trust (PPLT). PPLT
acquired the Sevenmile property in 2016 for open space and
habitat purposes. Stream restoration activities in the area are
ongoing, and public access is not permitted at this time. PPLT
provides access to LCAS volunteers specifically to conduct these
bird surveys. Questions? Contact Nate
Kopp, nate@pricklypearlt.org.

Winter is white, gray, and quiet: snow, frozen stream, bare
branches. Spring is the first sweet “pew” call of a Mountain
Bluebird, both mournful and uplifting to my ears. Spring! I
first heard it at Sevenmile Creek on March 12. Three times
during the survey I caught “pew” notes and looked wildly
around, but the bluebirds were elusive, perhaps only
flyovers. 

Driving out after the survey, I finally spotted four sky-blue males along the road. Above a still mostly-
white landscape, they perched on fenceposts and barbed wire near a single starling. I watched for 20 
minutes. They spent the vast majority of their time along just one side of the road, where the snow had 
melted from a ten-meter wide strip of brown grasses. Occasionally one would drop down to the ground,
presumably looking for an early insect or spider.

Why are some insects already active so shortly after the snow turns
patchy? Earlier in the day, I had passed by a steep south-facing
hillside along the stream. I knelt in the thin snow and moist earth at
the bottom, listening to a constant scratching and rustling from the
matrix of last year's grasses and licorice stalks higher on the slope.
Looking closely, I saw the first new green grass tips – and movement.
In a few square meters of warming earth, thirty or more reddish-
tinged bugs scurried and jumped. 

The next week brought more patches of bare ground and the most
foraging bluebirds I've yet seen on the site, including the first females
of the year. For half an hour, six to eight perched, hovered, and
ground-sallied over the grasses and silver sagebrush. Last year, none
of the bluebirds stayed here to nest. Will any find cavities this year? I
wonder about introducing nest boxes to this land. Surely bluebirds, Tree Swallows and starlings would 
benefit. Are there reasons why nest boxes might be a bad idea?

As spring unfolds, bird activity is getting busy again. If you would like to assist with a survey, please 
contact me! Each survey entails a three mile round-trip walk and roughly a seven-hour commitment.

-- Shane Sater
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Sevenmile Creek in March by Shane Sater

Male Mountain Bluebird on the fence
by Shane Sater
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Membership Report 
Please welcome Last Chance Audubon Society new members: Jonathan Motl and Lorna Milne.
Sincere thanks to Last Chance renewing members: James & Diann Fradette, Steven Liston, Tracy 
Cook & Jeff Savage, Dolores & Jim Rose, John Moore, Michele Marsh and Bill & Vicki Fitzgerald.  
Please also welcome National Audubon Society new members: Roberta Zenker, John Potter and Fred
Larsen. 

Sincere thanks to National Audubon Society renewing members: Amy Pezo, Rich Wirak, Cindy 
Greiman, Jo Thun, David Ewer, Judy Scheier, Eliza Frazer & Barry Hood, Jim Erickson, Mary Clark, 
Hugh Zackheim, Phyllis Dagenais, Alison Schulte, Marilyn Kelly-Clark, Janet Grinde, Gustaaf 
Schippers, Evelyn Norton, William Gallea, Caitlyn Parke, Lawrence McEvoy, Joseph Furshong, Janet 
Ellis, Cheryl Belitsky, David Belitsky, Edward Madej, Jean Smith, Laurie Gaffney, Berma Saxson, 
Everett Lynn, Don Bishop, Andrea Rankin, Teresa Amsbaugh, Bill Cook, Barbara Bayer, Christopher 
Korow, K. Knight & G. Weglarz, Justina Fedorchuk, Barbra Schnackel, James Fradette, Bonnie 
Bowler, Wendy Wheeler, David Gans, Gretchen Bingman, Sharon Speck, Brian Shovers, Tedra Skaar, 
Alan Nicholson, Candy Kohlstaedt, Robert Adams, Gary Grzebielski, Suzy Holt, Elizabeth Henry, 
Wallace Jewell, Joe Lamson, Brooke Hunter, Michael Opar, Judy Watkins, Ken Swingley, William 
Dawe, Alice Kirn, Dennis Zeiler, Sue & Bruce Newell, Eva Clark, Gail Hewitt, Carolyn Clemens, 
Leslie Smith, Suzanne Thweatt, Laurie Germain, Bonnie Galles, Joyce Naeher, Susan Jackson, Neil 
Tyree, Rosann Grandy, Janet Coughlin, Carol Shope, Cherri Murphy, Tammy Filliater, Mark Murphy, 
Walt Anderson, Joan Galbraith, Constance Fiske, Jorge Ramirez, Judy Murphy, Pamela Byers, Linda 
Granzow, Maribeth Goodrich, Robert Graffi, Angela Haddick, Susan Epstein, Van Bass, Melissa Ward, 
Jennifer Bottomly and Jennifer Frazer.  

LCAS MEMBERSHIP: A new membership or renewal is $15
per household and is current for one year, January 1 through
December 31. Please be sure we receive all your correct contact
information by filling out a registration form located either in
this newsletter or printed from www.lastchanceaudubon.org.
Please send completed registration form and your $15 check to:
LCAS, PO Box 924, Helena, MT  59624.

PRINTED and ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTERS: We want
all our members to stay informed about chapter news and
happenings. If you do not have access to email, staying current
with your chapter membership to Last Chance Audubon Society
guarantees that you will continue to receive a printed version of
our newsletter. If you do have email access, please help us keep
printing costs to a minimum and opt to receive our newsletter
electronically. Those dollars we save will be spent for important
bird habitat, education and outreach. Thank you.

NAS MEMBERSHIP: If you would like National Audubon Society membership information or to 
renew with them, please direct an email to www.  customerservice@audubon.org or contact them 
directly by phone at 1-844-428-3826. We are unable to forward memberships to National Audubon. 

Sharon Dewart-Hansen, Membership Chair, smdewarthansen@charter.net 
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Savannah Sparrow by Bob Martinka
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https://www.facebook.com/lastchanceaudubon
Website: http://www.lastchanceaudubon.org/
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Last Chance Audubon Society
PO Box 924
Helena, MT 59624 

First-Class 
Postage 
Required

Helena MT 59601

https://www.facebook.com/lastchanceaudubon
Website:
www.lastchanceaudubon.org

LCAS COMMITTEE 
CHAIRS/CONTACTS 

Birdathon: Jo Lace 443-6640, 
sholace0848@gmail.com
Birdseed Sale: Sue Jackson & Sandy 
Shull, 443-4486 or 449-0904
Christmas Bird Count: Coburn 
Currier, clcurrier@hotmail.com
Conservation: Brian Shovers, 443-
6640, sholace0848@gmail.com
Monthly Program: Sandy Shull & Liz 
Hiltunen, 449-0904 or 227-5492
Publicity: Liz Hiltunen, 227-5492, 
lhiltunen@q.com
Silent Auction: Sandy Shull & Jo 
Lace, 449-0904 or 443-6640
Meeting Set-up: Doug Hansen, 
mthusker@charter.net
Field Trips: Don Skaar, 442-3254,  
tedradon@gmail.com
Habitat: open
MT Audubon State Office: 443-3949
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MEMBERSHIP FORM

Clip and mail to: 
PO Box 924, Helena MT 
59624 with check for 
$15. 
All contributions are tax 
deductible.
Name
                                            
Address
                                             
City/State
                                             
Zip
                                             
Phone
                                             
Email
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LCAS BOARD

PRESIDENT: Janice Miller, 
439-5762, jan2854@gmail.com
SECRETARY: Brian Shovers, 443-
6640, sholace0848@gmail.com
TREASURER: Sue Jackson, 443-
4486, suejacksonmt@gmail.com
WEBSITE/BOARD: Stephen 
Turner, 521-0000, 
turnstonest@gmail.com
EDUCATION/BOARD: Sumner 
Sharpe, mtnutmeg@gmail.com
NEWSLETTER/BOARD: Shane 
Sater, 208-597-0488, 
shsater@gmail.com
MEMBERSHIP/BOARD: Sharon 
Dewart-Hansen, 422-4546, 
smdewarthansen@charter.net
BOARD AT LARGE: Coburn 
Currier,
clcurrier@hotmail.com
BOARD AT LARGE: Bob 
Martinka, 449-3313, 
rmartink@aol.com
BOARD AT LARGE: Jo Lace, 443-
6640
BOARD AT LARGE: Don Skaar, 
442-3254, tedradon@gmail.com
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