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Sevenmile Creek: Birds,
Seasons, and Habitat     

Tuesday, May 8, 2018 
Program begins 7:00 PM

 

Cookies and Conversation 6:30 – 7:00
Montana WILD, 2668 Broadwater Ave.  

When someone goes birding, they typically see a 
snapshot of a habitat. Certain birds are present, 
behaving in certain ways. What is the full story of 
one place through the seasons? For the past year, 
Last Chance Audubon volunteers have been 
finding some answers along Sevenmile Creek, a 
grassland-stream complex near Helena. Hear the 
story of this habitat as told by 54 detailed bird 
surveys in the last year. Where do Barn Swallows 
nest when there are no barns? Which migrants pass
through in spring and fall? Which birds nest here, 
and which birds winter? 

Shane Sater will give a whirlwind tour of a year on
Sevenmile Creek, illuminated by crisp photos and 
thoughtful observations. Learn what species have 
been found, when they have been found, and how 
they have behaved. The surveys on Sevenmile 
Creek are an ongoing collaboration with Prickly 
Pear Land Trust and inform management of their 
350-acre property. Yet this story extends further, 
offering insights and posing questions about birds 
and habitat across Montana and beyond. 

Shane Sater is an avid naturalist and an engaged 
member of Last Chance Audubon. He moved to 
Helena from the Idaho panhandle in the fall of 
2016 and immediately began learning about the 
ecology of his new home. He works for the 
Montana Natural Heritage Program and volunteers
frequently on ecology-related projects, from 
grizzly bear research and whitebark pine 
restoration to Black Swift surveys.
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Last Chance Chat 
L a st  C h a n ce  Au d u b on  Socie t y p r om ot e s 

u n d er st a n d in g , r esp ect  a n d  en joym en t  of  b i r d s 
a n d  t h e  n a t u r a l  w or ld  t h r ou g h  ed u ca t ion ,  

h a b i t a t  p r ot ect i on  a n d  e n vi r on m en t a l  
a d voca cy.

   

Barn Swallow by Shane Sater

September habitat by Shane Sater



I remember creeping carefully through the backyard, salt shaker in hand, trying to sneak up on a bird 
(robin?) for the purpose of sprinkling salt on its tail so that I could catch it. I failed. I don’t recall 
having a plan should I be successful, nor did I consider that the bird might protect itself and hurt me. I 
was seven years of age, and that’s my earliest memory of anything related to birds.

It’s also an example of unstructured time outside for a child. According to Carolyn Sevier, Montana 
Audubon Center Director, “most children today do not have unstructured playtime outside.”  Carolyn 
talked about the importance of time in nature at our April meeting. The Center's Fledglings Nature 
Preschool children spend 80% of their time outside (yes, even in winter) – they get dirty and cold – and
they LOVE it! Check out the Center's programs: http://mtaudubon.org/center/program-descriptions/.

Carolyn encouraged our local educators to get kids outside, citing research indicating improved 
problem-solving skills, emotional stability, concentration, and ability to work well with others.  
Ask yourself, “when did I become hooked on birds and the natural world?” Chances are you were 
between the ages of 8 and 12.  

The children of today will become the conservationists of tomorrow.

Our LCAS Education Committee is available to visit preschools, to assist with Bobcat Birders field 
trips at Helena Middle School, and to do our part in getting children outside in nature.  It’s part of our 
mission:

LCAS promotes understanding, respect, and enjoyment of birds and the natural world through 
education, habitat protection and environmental advocacy.

Spring migration is happening NOW, and summer is around the corner. If you have ideas and 
suggestions for LCAS to build on the foundation we already have and get kids connected to nature, 
shoot us an email. It’s the direction we need to go.

Janice Miller Sumner Sharpe
President, LCAS Education Chair
jan2854@gmail.com mtnutmeg@gmail.com

Time to Vote: Bylaws Revision
The LCAS bylaws have recently been reviewed and updated by the Board (the last revision was done 
in 2000). The revised bylaws will be voted on at the May 8 membership meeting and all LCAS 
members are eligible to vote. You can review the revised bylaws at: 
http://www.lastchanceaudubon.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/LCAS-bylaws-draft.pdf.
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2018 FIELD TRIPS
We have a full line-up of awesome field trips this spring and summer.
Bird vibrant riparian areas, explore a recently burned forest, listen
for poorwills, get to know dragonflies, and enjoy days in the field
with knowledgeable birders and incredible birds. Join us – we have
the field trip(s) for you! Tell your friends, & reserve your spot soon!

May 19: WARM SPRINGS PONDS 
Brian Shovers and Jo Lace will lead a trip to the ponds in the
Deer Lodge valley. On recent trips, they have counted 65 species.
Highlights include 13 species of ducks and grebes, a
Black-Crowned Night Heron, a Sora, Semiplamated Plover, nine
species of shorebirds, and a Lazuli Bunting. Contact Brian or Jo at 443-6640 by May 14 to reserve a 
spot. Meet at the west end of the Lundy Center (on Euclid) at 7:30 am and expect to return by 3:30 pm.

June 16: RICE RIDGE BURN near Seeley Lake
Join Dick Hutto as we visit a recently (2017) burned forest, with the hopes of seeing post-burn 
specialists like the Black-backed Woodpecker, American Three-toed Woodpecker, Olive-sided 
Flycatcher, Western Tanager, Mountain Bluebird, Tree Swallow, and others. Trip will involve a 
leisurely walk along well-maintained roads and trails. Meet at the Seeley Lake Ranger station at 8 am, 
and return by 1 pm. Call Dick at 406-543-4827 or email at hutto@mso.umt.edu if you have any 
questions.

June 23: ROCKIN’ Z RANCH on Little Prickly Pear Creek
Coburn Currier will lead a trip to a ranch on Little Prickly Pear Creek. Meet at 6 am in the Albertson’s 
(11th Avenue) parking lot. Expect to be back by noon. The owners (Zach and Patty Wirth) have 
graciously permitted us to visit their ranch and view the many riparian species along this mature 
cottonwood bottom forest. It should be an exciting morning. Please note that no dogs will be allowed. 
Call Coburn at 449-2574 or email clcurrier@hotmail.com to reserve a spot.

June 30: MISSOURI RIVER IN THE WOLF CREEK AREA
Dan Ellison will lead a trip to locations along the Missouri with a possible stop along lower Little 
Prickly Pear Creek. In addition to species that nest in the area such as Bullock's Orioles, Belted 
Kingfishers, Yellow Warblers, and Gray Catbirds, you can expect to see other riparian species. Past 
years have provided sightings of Western and Eastern Kingbirds; Song, Vesper, and Lincoln's 
Sparrows; Spotted Towhee, Cedar Waxwing, Red-naped Sapsucker, Northern Flicker, Osprey, Red-
tailed Hawk, Bald Eagle, Great Blue Heron, and a variety of waterfowl. If time allows, a detour to the 
Tower Rock area might provide a look at White-throated Swifts as well. Meet at the northeast corner of
the Costco parking lot off Washington Street at 7 am and expect to return in early afternoon. Contact 
Dan at daellison70@gmail.com or 442-7207 to reserve a spot.

July 8: LEWIS AND CLARK CAVERNS EVENING BIRDING
Tom Forwood will lead a 3 hour program/walk starting at 7:30 p.m. The nighthawks will be in full 
swing and poorwills are vocal off and on all summer. Young owls are usually begging pretty loudly at 
this time as well. Starting before dark means the group should see towhees, bluebirds, Rock Wrens and 
Dusky Flycatchers with little trouble. Bats could be mixed in as well if people are interested in that. 
Meet at the Park’s Main Visitor Center. Group size is limited to 12, so be sure to contact Tom ahead of 
time at tforwood@mt.gov to reserve a spot.  Keep in mind there is a campground in the Park, which is 
a convenient place to stay for people who don't want to drive home after the program.
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Black-crowned Night Heron by Bob Martinka
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July 14: TELEGRAPH CREEK-MINNEHAHA CREEK
Don Skaar will lead a trip that takes you first to Elliston, up the Little Blackfoot and over the mountains
via Telegraph Creek.  Expect to see both riparian and montane species, such as Northern Waterthrush, 
Willow Flycatcher; Song, Lincoln’s and White-crowned Sparrows; Black-headed Grosbeak, Mountain 
Bluebird, Cedar Waxwing, and Cassin’s Finch. Meet at the west end of the Lundy Center at 7 am and 
expect to be back by 1 pm.  Call Don at 465-6135 to reserve a spot.

July 28: INTRO TO DRAGONFLIES 
Help Bob Martinka look for and hopefully capture – and release – a number of dragonfly and damselfly
species at the K-Mart Ponds just north of what is now the defunct K-Mart store. This has been a 
reliable location for finding a dozen to twenty or so species. Meet at the K-Mart parking lot at 9:30 am. 
Bring some calf -high rubber boots if you have them, but not necessary. Also, you could bring a 
butterfly net if you have one, and a camera for photo opps – of bugs! We will be in the sun for most of 
the time so wear sun protective hats and shirts. This session will conclude by no later than about 
12:30pm. To reserve a spot, contact Bob at rmartink@aol.com.

Birdathon
Spring migration is underway and our thoughts turn to Birdathon and
a Big Day of birding. Birdathon is a fun fundraiser for our chapter;
half of the money raised is given to Montana Audubon. There are
some teams  in place, and new teams are always welcome. 

How does it work? Birders make a 24-hour effort to count as many
bird species as possible and then ask friends, co-workers, family, etc.
for a donation. Some donate a set amount and some give on a per-
species basis. Any donation is gladly accepted.
 

If you have interest in doing a Birdathon, please contact Jo Lace.
Birdathon teams generally plan their big day sometime in late May
through mid-June to capture the greatest species diversity. The date is
up to the team. Think about the fun you could have spending a whole
day looking at birds!
 

-- Jo Lace, 443-6640 or sholace0848@gmail.com 

Attention Budding Birders!!!

When the sights and sounds of spring birds approach, it's an opportunity to recognize them and to give 
them a name. 

LCAS, in cooperation with Montana WILD Education Center, is again offering Birding 101 classes. 
These classes are designed for entry level birders who want to improve their bird identification skills. 
Each class will explore bird identification through observation, both in the classroom and in the field. 
Discussion will focus on feathers and flight, bird song, migration, and conservation.  Two classes will 
be offered - one for adults and one for students (grades 5-8). Enrollment is limited. Full details are 
listed below under each class announcement. Don't delay, sign up today – and tell your friends! It's 
free!

Get hands-on experience identifying birds through observation, both in the classroom and in the field. 
Learn about feathers and flight, bird song, migration, and conservation. Best of all, start your own life 
list of feathered friends! 
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Black-headed Grosbeak
by Bob Martinka
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Birding 101 for Adults
Saturday, June 2 Leader: Stephen Turner Meet: 8 AM to 11 AM
Adults wishing to learn about birds through identification and natural history are welcome to this 
workshop. Class size will be limited to 12 participants. Everyone must register in advance to attend. 
There is no cost for the workshop, and coffee and a snack will be provided. Binoculars will be provided
for those who do not have them. All registrants should have the ability to navigate a one-mile walk 
around Spring Meadow Lake. We will meet rain or shine; please dress for the weather. Meet at MT 
WILD, 2668 Broadwater Ave. To register, contact Stephen Turner, turnstonest@gmail.com, or Ryan 
Schmaltz, rschmaltz@mt.gov.

Birding 101 for Kids
Friday, June 8 Leader: Stephen Turner Meet: 8 AM to 11 AM
Students entering grades 5-8 during the 2018-2019 school year are welcome to this workshop. Class 
size will be limited to 12 participants. Students must register in advance to attend. There is no cost for 
the workshop. Binoculars will be provided by Montana WILD. All registrants should have the ability to
navigate a one-mile walk around Spring Meadow Lake. We will meet, rain or shine; please dress for the
weather. Meet at MT WILD, 2668 Broadwater Ave. To register, contact Stephen Turner, 
turnstonest@gmail.com, or Ryan Schmaltz, rschmaltz@mt.gov.

LCAS Annual Election
The LCAS Nominating Committee presents the following slate of
candidates for the 2018 election of officers and Board members:

President - Janice Miller
Secretary - Brian Shovers
Treasurer - Sue Jackson
Board Members (4 positions) - Coburn Currier, Bob Martinka, Sumner
Sharpe, Don Skaar

Additional nominations can be made by May 1 by contacting Sue
Jackson, 443-4486. The election will be held at the May 8 membership
meeting. All members of LCAS are eligible to vote. Officers and Board
members serve two-year terms.

-- Nominating Committee: Glenda Bradshaw, Tracy Cook, Sue Jackson 

June 8-10, 2018       Kalispell, Montana
Montana Audubon's 19th annual Wings Across the Big Sky bird festival is coming up soon, co-hosted 
this year in Kalispell by Flathead Audubon Society!

Registration opens on Friday, June 8, at 1:00 pm. Plan to sign in and enjoy a special presentation Friday
afternoon, followed by a dinner buffet and the keynote address. This year’s featured speaker is noted 
conservationist Dr. Stuart Strahl of the Chicago Zoological Society who will give a talk entitled, 
“Birds, People, and Communities – Charting the Future of Conservation.”
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American Avocet by Bob Martinka
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Montana Audubon is still seeking nominations for their annual awards, which recognize outstanding 
individuals who work for the conservation and protection of birds and other wildlife. Nominations are 
due May 18; download a form at www.mtaudubon.org/about/awards. Awards will be presented at the 
Saturday evening banquet.

Fun festival events like the “Cakes for Conservation” dessert fundraiser and the Nature Adventure Tour
silent auction are on tap for this year. Amazing birding field trips are scheduled around the Glacier-
Flathead region over the weekend, in addition to timely bird conservation presentations on Montana 
Audubon’s work. A variety of informational tables and festivities will be on hand.

Register now; the field trips fill fast! Register online at www.mtaudubon.org, call the Montana 
Audubon office in Helena (406) 443-3949, or e-mail info@mtaudubon.org to request a registration 
form.

The View from Sevenmile Creek: April
Note: The surveys on Sevenmile Creek are a collaboration between LCAS and
Prickly Pear Land Trust (PPLT). PPLT acquired the Sevenmile property in
2016 for open space and habitat purposes. Stream restoration activities in the
area are ongoing, and public access is not permitted at this time. PPLT
provides access to LCAS volunteers specifically to conduct these bird surveys.
Questions? Contact Nate Kopp, nate@pricklypearlt.org.

April 3 marked a full year of bird surveys: a detailed sketch of the
seasonal picture at Sevenmile Creek. Spring has come more slowly
this year than in 2017. As I write this after the April 14 survey, the
snow is finally all melted – for now. Sevenmile Creek is muddy and
the highest I've yet seen it. The alders are flowering, roughly two
weeks later than last year. Standing water in the field seems like an
invitation for a snipe or pintail. How has this spring been different?

- Mountain Bluebirds are sticking around: eight on April 14, versus none last April
- As of April 14, Lincoln's Sparrows have not yet arrived (there were six last year on April 17)
- No Pine Siskins this year (seen intermittently through last spring and summer)
- Eight Dark-eyed Juncos seen along the creek recently (none spotted on surveys last spring)

Other patterns are similar to last spring:

- Lots of meadowlarks singing (but singing activity later than last year?)
- One Song Sparrow singing repeatedly in same area as last year, near a Red-Osier Dogwood tangle
- Lots of Northern Shrike activity around the end of March!
- Riparian corridor has been really quiet, with consistent Mallards and Black-capped Chickadees.
- Rattle calls and activity from two Belted Kingfishers near a particular steep bank. Last year they 
didn't nest; will they this year?

How has this spring been different in the places you bird regularly? What will these next months bring?
Let's go birding, and find out!

-- Shane Sater

Photo Submissions
Would you like to contribute photos to the Last Chance Chat? We invite LCAS members to submit 
high-quality images of birds and habitat in and around the Helena area. If interested, please send up to 
five of your photos to me, Shane Sater (shsater@gmail.com). Please note how you would like your 
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Alder catkins by Shane Sater
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name to appear on the photo credit. This is an opportunity to showcase your great bird photos; we do 
not have a budget to provide compensation. Captions telling the story of your bird sighting are 
welcome. We will publish photos as space is available in the Chat. Images illustrating LCAS events 
such as field trips and the GEMS project are very welcome.

-- Shane Sater

Membership Report 

Please welcome Last Chance Audubon Society
new members: Theresa Green and John Mott. 

Sincere thanks to Last Chance renewing
members: Joseph & Carlene Armstrong, Ann
Bauchman, Lisa Bay, Joan & Don Bishop, George
Blyman, Kathy Bramer, Ray & Nan Breuninger,
Jeff & Julie Chaffee, Carolyn Clemens, Roni
Eisenmenger, Marjean Heisler, Patricia Helvey,
John Hoffland, Paulette Hutcheon, Marilyn Kelly-
Clark, Drake Barton & Kathy Lloyd, Denise
Pengeroth, Charlene Porsild & Clark Whitehorn,
Candida & Kevin Quinn, Linda Sharkey, Jean
Smith, Janet Sperry and Sandra Zeiler. 

Please also welcome National Audubon Society 
new members: Peter Brumm, William Ritts,
Stephanie Garko, Eliza Wiley, Barbara Grimes and
George Pierce. 

Sincere thanks to National Audubon Society
renewing members: Mark Cress.
LCAS MEMBERSHIP: A new membership or
renewal is $15 per household and is current for one year, January 1 through December 31. Please be 
sure we receive all your correct contact information by filling out a registration form located either in 
this newsletter or printed from www.lastchanceaudubon.org. Please send completed registration form 
and your $15 check to: LCAS, PO Box 924, Helena, MT  59624.

PRINTED and ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTERS: We want all our members to stay informed about 
chapter news and happenings. If you do not have access to email, staying current with your chapter 
membership to Last Chance Audubon Society guarantees that you will continue to receive a printed 
version of our newsletter. If you do have email access, please help us keep printing costs to a minimum 
and opt to receive our newsletter electronically. Those dollars we save will be spent for important bird 
habitat, education and outreach. Thank you.

NAS MEMBERSHIP: If you would like National Audubon Society membership information or to 
renew with them, please direct an email to www.  customerservice@audubon.org or contact them 
directly by phone at 1-844-428-3826. We are unable to forward memberships to National Audubon. 

-- Sharon Dewart-Hansen, Membership Chair, smdewarthansen@charter.net 
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Black-necked Stilt by Bob Martinka
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LCAS COMMITTEE 
CHAIRS/CONTACTS 

Birdathon: Jo Lace 443-6640, 
sholace0848@gmail.com
Birdseed Sale: Sue Jackson & Sandy 
Shull, 443-4486 or 449-0904
Christmas Bird Count: Coburn 
Currier, clcurrier@hotmail.com
Conservation: Brian Shovers, 443-
6640, sholace0848@gmail.com
Monthly Program: Sandy Shull & Liz 
Hiltunen, 449-0904 or 227-5492
Publicity: Liz Hiltunen, 227-5492, 
lhiltunen@q.com
Silent Auction: Sandy Shull & Jo 
Lace, 449-0904 or 443-6640
Meeting Set-up: Doug Hansen, 
mthusker@charter.net
Field Trips: Don Skaar, 442-3254,  
tedradon@gmail.com
Habitat: open
MT Audubon State Office: 443-3949
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MEMBERSHIP FORM
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PO Box 924, Helena MT 
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deductible.
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Email
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LCAS BOARD

PRESIDENT: Janice Miller, 
439-5762, jan2854@gmail.com
SECRETARY: Brian Shovers, 443-
6640, sholace0848@gmail.com
TREASURER: Sue Jackson, 443-
4486, suejacksonmt@gmail.com
WEBSITE/BOARD: Stephen 
Turner, 521-0000, 
turnstonest@gmail.com
EDUCATION/BOARD: Sumner 
Sharpe, mtnutmeg@gmail.com
NEWSLETTER/BOARD: Shane 
Sater, 208-597-0488, 
shsater@gmail.com
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Dewart-Hansen, 422-4546, 
smdewarthansen@charter.net
BOARD AT LARGE: Coburn 
Currier,
clcurrier@hotmail.com
BOARD AT LARGE: Bob 
Martinka, 449-3313, 
rmartink@aol.com
BOARD AT LARGE: Jo Lace, 443-
6640
BOARD AT LARGE: Don Skaar, 
442-3254, tedradon@gmail.com
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