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The
Misunderstood
Bat

Tuesday, November 12, 2019

Program begins 7:00 p.m.
Cookies and Conversation
6:30 – 7:00

Montana WILD
2668 Broadwater Ave.
FREE - All Are Welcome
For some, bats are associated with spooky
haunted houses, witches on broomsticks, and
other forms of Halloween iconography – but
for others, bats are among the most
fascinating animals on earth. Join Tom
Forwood, naturalist and assistant manager of
Lewis and Clark Caverns, to learn about the
world’s only flying mammals. Often
persecuted and reviled, bats show some of the
most unusual and amazing adaptations and
they deserve our respect and maybe even our
affection. Come learn about some of these
amazing adaptations and find out what is
often the case in nature, that truth is indeed
stranger than fiction.

Tom Forwood, Jr. works in park management
for Montana Fish, Wildlife, & Parks. He spent
10 years as an interpretive ranger teaching
numerous visitors of all ages about the birds,
plants, and other wildlife of Montana. He has
given bat programs for 15 years and started
the annual August Bat Week Event at Lewis
and Clark Caverns. Tom, a diehard birder, is
also a regional eBird reviewer, leads regular
field trips for Sacagawea Audubon, compiles
two Christmas Bird Counts, and is on the
Montana Bird Records Committee.
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More on Community Building…
Each month, Shane Sater writes a column
for our newsletter titled “The View from
Sevenmile Creek.” As you may know
from his writings, the property there was
grazed for over 40 years. In the 1950s,
the natural streambed was moved and
straightened to make grazing and farming
easier – a common practice back then.
Since then we have learned that
straightening a stream drops the water
table and cuts a deep channel. That’s why
Prickly Pear Land Trust is restoring the
streambed, bringing it back up to a wide The O’Dell Creek restoration site. Photo by Janice Miller.
floodplain, and creating a series of
ponds. This benefits the soil, vegetation, mammals – and, of course, the birds.
I recently learned about and visited a much larger piece of land – this one still a working cattle
ranch – that has been undergoing restoration for over 15 years. The issues here were similar to
those at Sevenmile Creek: a straight ditch, low water table, dry soil, lots of unwanted
vegetation, and very few birds – in fact, just 10 species. After renovating 14 miles of channel
into a meandering stream with occasional ponds, O’Dell Creek is rich with plants – some not
seen in the past 50 plus years; animals – including mountain lions; and birds – well over 100
species. In fact, this restoration site near Ennis has become the Middle Madison Valley
Trumpeter Swan Restoration Project. Natural springs ensure open water year-round, and the
site hosts as many as 50 swans during the winter.
The folks at O’Dell Creek are quick to note that it takes many partnerships to accomplish all
this work, and it has taken time for it all to come together. Though there is much left to be
done, the results have been astonishing – even to those who initiated the project.
Witnessing that quilt-like valley floor, with a creek weaving its way through, gave me a
thrilling vision of what Sevenmile Creek is in the throes of becoming – a rich, natural
landscape, brimming with all kinds of animals, plants, and birds to reward those who would
take pause to renew themselves in the awe of the natural landscape.

Together, what can we accomplish for birds and habitat? What will Sevenmile Creek, and the
rest of the Helena Valley, look like in 40 years?
Shane will be giving a presentation about Sevenmile Creek, complete with photos, at Carroll
College on Thursday, November 21, 7 – 8 p.m. He brings optimism for the future of Sevenmile
Creek. You don’t want to miss it!
-- Janice Miller, President, Last Chance Audubon Society
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Meadowlarks and Marsh Wrens:

The Seasons and Surprises of One Place and Over 140 Bird Species
A Special Presentation at Carroll College
Thursday, November 21, 7:00 pm - 8:00 pm
O’Connell Hall, Room 107
Free and Open to the Public
On any day of the year in Helena – regardless of the season
– birds are doing something interesting outside. In March
when the sun reflects intensely from the last patches of wet
snow, a brilliant yellow Western Meadowlark sings the
coming of spring from a high perch. Late May finds six
species of swallows darting over a pond, feeding on an
insect hatch. On a crisp September morning, robins warn of
a Sharp-shinned Hawk high overhead, migrating and alert
for an easy meal. A Northern Shrike perches on a twig over
a crisp January stream, searching for voles.
Stories such as these are part of the essence of Helena, a
particular fingerprint of seasons, birds, and landscape that is
unique to our home. For the past two and a half years,
naturalist and Carroll College student Shane Sater has been
watching these stories unfold on the Sevenmile Creek
restoration site only a few miles from town.

Spring at Sevenmile Creek
by Shane Sater.

Shane will tell the story of this landscape of grassland,
thicket, and stream through the birds that live here, based on
observations and photographs from over 100 bird surveys.
Please come glimpse the remarkable lives of the birds that
share this valley with us – and through them, celebrate our
Western Meadowlark by Shane Sater
shared home.

Helena Christmas Bird Count: December 14, 2019
Mark your calendars for the annual Helena Christmas Bird
Count, rapidly approaching. Everyone, from experienced to
novice, is invited to participate in the largest and longestrunning citizen science project in our region. The Christmas
Bird Count is a fun social event and an important way to
“keep tabs” on winter bird populations in our area.
Interested individuals can sign up at the November or
December membership meeting, or email Coburn Currier
(clcurrier@hotmail.com).
Plan to meet at Jorgenson’s Restaurant at 7:00 am for an
early breakfast before heading out for a great day of birding
fun! Contact Coburn Currier with any questions.
Barrow’s Goldeneyes by Janice Miller.
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Last Chance Audubon Fall Fundraiser
We at Last Chance Audubon are excited to announce the kick-off for our annual November/
December fall fundraiser. Each year LCAS identifies potential projects to support with the
funds raised. This year the Board of Directors agreed to support development of a proposed
trail at Spring Meadow State Park. The trail would be a memorial to Jane Beasley – longtime
friend, member, and supporter of LCAS – who passed away earlier this year. It would be
located at the southwest end of the park and could also
potentially include a memorial bench and kiosk.
LCAS has proposed the trail to Montana Fish,
Wildlife, and Parks (FWP). Moving forward, the next
steps are developing a proposed trail route, a list of
needed materials, and a budget for the project. FWP
has indicated that there may be need for an
Environmental Assessment (EA). Hopefully this will
be straightforward, as a trail had been there prior to a
fire which impacted the area in 2007. The area has
seen great regeneration since and is a magnet for
riparian obligate birds including Common
Yellowthroat, Yellow Warbler, and Gray Catbird.
To donate to the fall fundraiser, please visit us at our
Gray Catbird by Dan Ellison.
November or December program meeting or send a
check to: LCAS, PO Box 924, Helena, MT 59624. For
those wishing to donate online please go to https://www.lastchanceaudubon.org/donations/
donate-to-last-chance-audubon-society/. All donations are 100% tax deductible.

Great Colombia Birding Tour
In the last newsletter, there was a short article about a private birding tour to Colombia in July
2020, arranged by Last Chance Audubon. Rockjumper Birding Tours has organized the tour,
and Forrest Rowland of Livingston, Montana will lead it. The response to that article was
fantastic! Eight individuals (the maximum) have signed up, and there are another seven or so on
a waiting list in case there is a cancellation. Thanks for all of the interest.

Celebrating National Public Lands Day
Montana Conservation Corps (MCC) and Last Chance Audubon (LCAS) met at the K-Mart
Wetlands on Saturday, October 12 to celebrate National Public Lands Day. The workday, which
was originally scheduled in September and rescheduled due to heavy snowfall, was a
collaboration of trail building and cleanup at the wetland property owned by the City of Helena.
MCC and LCAS crews were joined by students from Helena High School Outdoor Club and
from Helena’s middle schools.
Crews worked for much of the morning, building trails around the ponds and clearing debris
from paths in order to facilitate access for birders, hikers, and dog walkers. In addition,
volunteers removed itinerant camp refuse and cleared trash from the entire 24-acre storm water
drainage ponds. The work was much-needed and served as a first effort toward making the area
more user friendly. It was also an opportunity for discussion regarding future weed remediation
and invasive (non-native) species removal. MCC served lunch to all at the end of the work day.
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LCAS would like to thank Adam Hein (MCC Regional Director) and Madie Padon (MCC
Youth Programs Manager), as well as all the participating volunteers, for their assistance in
making the event a success.

National Public Lands Day volunteers at the K-Mart Wetlands. Photo by Stephen Turner.

LCAS Board Meeting Highlights: October
•
•
•

•
•

•

•

•

•
•

Treasurer’s Report: Sue Jackson reported on LCAS’ two accounts, one at Valley Bank and
the other at D.A. Davidson.
Membership Reminder: Annual renewals due after January 1. New members joining in the
last quarter of the year have membership for the coming year as well.
Newsletter and Dues Discussion: Most members read the newsletter online. Printed copies
cost roughly $2.75 per issue. Because 8 printed copies in a year cost more than yearly
membership dues, printed copy recipients will be contacted and asked to pay $25 rather than
$15 for membership in the future.
Education report: Sumner reported that the deadline for the 2019-2020 Carroll College
$1000 project grant application is December 15. More information on the LCAS website.
Conservation: Brian Shovers sent a letter to Montana DEQ on behalf of LCAS objecting to
a proposal that would permit a quadrupling of the level of allowable radioactive oil waste at
the Oakes disposal near Glendive, as well as a reduction in liner thickness and soil cover
depth compared to North Dakota requirements.
Sevenmile Creek: LCAS has now documented 141 bird species at the site. In addition to
bird surveys, Shane Sater reported on efforts to encourage native plants in the restoration
areas.
K-Mart Ponds: Stephen Turner reported that MT Conservation Corps (MCC), LCAS, and
the City of Helena combined efforts to clear trails and clean up trash. Discussion with MCC
and City to focus on removal of Russian-olive trees given the proliferation of this nonnative species.
Jane Beasley Memorial Trail: In response to donations in memory of Jane and LCAS
support, Bob Martinka is working with FWP to add a trail, signage, and other improvements
(such as a bench) on the southwest side of the lake.
Christmas Bird Count date set for December 14, 2019.
Montana Audubon (MTA): Janice reported on questions from the Chair of MTA with
respect to chapter membership and participation at MTA Board meetings.
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The View from Sevenmile Creek
Note: The surveys on Sevenmile Creek are a collaboration between LCAS and Prickly Pear Land Trust (PPLT). PPLT acquired the
Sevenmile property in 2016 for open space and habitat purposes. Stream restoration activities in the area are ongoing, and
public access is not permitted at this time. PPLT provides access to LCAS volunteers specifically to conduct these bird surveys.
Questions? Contact Nate Kopp, nate@pricklypearlt.org.

October 20. The eagle rose and fell, low over the rocky grassland fanning down from the
Scratchgravel Hills. It looked massive even in the distance, though the six Black-billed Magpies
chasing it appeared no larger than larks. Alder leaves clattered gently to the ground, here at the
dwindling tail of songbird migration. Last week’s Lincoln’s Sparrows and Marsh Wren were
gone from their stopovers in the tangles of mannagrass at the water’s edge. Occasional ‘tips’
and ‘seeps’ still announced the presence of American Tree Sparrows and Song Sparrows along
the stream.
But as the blustery west wind pushed the straw-colored grasses in
waves and shook the burgundy and gray branches, our eyes were
turned mostly to the skies, hoping to spot the migrant raptors.
The magpies had given up their harassment, but still the Golden
Eagle stuck to the horizon, dipping up and down, hunting the dry
grasses below. “It would be nice if it would pass right over us,” I
commented. The bird survey today was a community effort: Grant
Hokit, Janice Miller, and Liza Frazer had come along,
contributing their enthusiasm and sharp eyes to the search.
So as the eagle lifted higher, almost but not quite over our heads,
Janice and I snapped photos while Liza noticed a Song Sparrow
Golden Eagle by Shane Sater.
posing in a shrub along the creek. Everything seemed to be
happening at once. We spotted a Northern Harrier hunting
upstream of us, slipping and turning. Then a Northern Shrike flew
from a distant fenceline to a nearby clump of chokecherries,
dropping to the ground and swooping back up to perch. We were
off to a good start.
By 11:15, Liza had to turn around. It seems to be an ironic rule of
bird surveys: often, as soon as someone leaves, more birds show
up. A few minutes after Liza’s departure, we spotted three raptors
at once on a thermal above us. They were so high they could
probably see trucks going over MacDonald Pass: a Red-tail, a
Northern Harrier, and one even higher that we could not identify.
As we continued upstream, the skies were quiet. Occasionally we
spotted a Red-tail high overhead, slipping south. A mass of
Northern Shrike by Shane Sater.
threatening gray clouds pushed across the sun, and Janice decided
she needed to head back. Grant and I started making our way back as well, scanning the cloudy
sky for dark specks of raptors.
At 1:40, things started to pick up. We spotted two raptors high to our west on a thermal – a
Buteo and a falcon. We focused on the falcon as it glided towards us, turned south, and
continued high towards Red Mountain. “I think it’s a Prairie Falcon,” Grant exclaimed. Photos
confirmed. As I followed the falcon with my camera, a lower raptor glided past, which Grant
confirmed was another Golden Eagle. In the meanwhile, the Buteo had disappeared.
The bouts of activity continued. We tallied a few more Golden Eagles and then a pointywinged, puzzling Buteo passed over, streaming south against the stratus. White tail, white body,
dark underwing coverts: a Ferruginous Hawk, only the third-ever sighting of one here!
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A late Sharp-shinned Hawk passed over along with
the first Rough-legged Hawk of the season – then
four more Roughies in a 45-minute period. Two more
Golden Eagles cruised by, one following the other on
the same line, pointing towards Mt. Helena.
Cold gray curtains of rain were spilling out from the
Continental Divide, and then at 3:28 the first
raindrops hit us. Within two minutes my glasses were
splattered and then the rain turned to snow. Waves of
precipitation drifted past the Scratchgravels.
“No raptors in this weather,” I remarked. But just as I
said it, I spotted a Red-tailed Hawk, pointed north
Incoming storm by Shane Sater.
and tossed to the east like a leaf on the wind.
Within minutes the storm was past, and a narrow window of blue sky hovered to the west. But
the clouds were flat and cold, the earlier peaks of cumulus gone. The final hour of the survey
was devoid of migrant raptors. The only evidence of the 36 raptors that had passed over this
landscape in a few hours was two tawny orange Northern Harriers, hunting voles at head height
over the straw-colored grasses.
-- Shane Sater

Membership Report
Please welcome Last Chance Audubon Society new members: Rick Edelen.
Sincere thanks to Last Chance renewing members: Patricia Helvey, Fran Penner-Ray, Stephen
Turner, and Lowell Anderson.
Please also welcome National Audubon Society new members: Ivelone Hodges, Mark &
Connie Lere, Ron Dooley, Twila Costigan, Hunter Coleman, and Linda Weber.
Sincere thanks to National Audubon Society renewing members: Terry Copenhaver, Alton
Beaver, Diane Dean, Stephenie Tubbs, and Cindy Yarberry.
LCAS MEMBERSHIP: A new membership or renewal is $15 per household and is current for
one year, January 1 through December 31. Please be sure we receive all your correct contact
information by filling out a registration form located either in this newsletter or printed from
www.lastchanceaudubon.org. Please send completed registration form and your $15 check to:
LCAS, PO Box 924, Helena, MT 59624. If you are not sure if you are up to date with your
membership, please feel free to email the Membership Chair to verify.
PRINTED and ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTERS: We want all our members to stay
informed about chapter news and happenings. If you do not have access to email, staying
current with your chapter membership to Last Chance Audubon Society guarantees that you will
continue to receive a printed version of our newsletter. If you do have email access, please help
us keep printing costs to a minimum and opt to receive our newsletter electronically. Those
dollars we save will be spent for important bird habitat, education and outreach. Thank you.
NAS MEMBERSHIP: If you would like National Audubon Society membership information
or to renew with them, please direct an email to customerservice@audubon.org or contact them
directly by phone at 1-844-428-3826. We are unable to forward memberships to National
Audubon.
-- Sharon Dewart-Hansen, Membership Chair, smdewarthansen@charter.net
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Last Chance Audubon Society
PO Box 924
Helena, MT 59624

https://www.facebook.com/lastchanceaudubon
Website: https://www.lastchanceaudubon.org/

LCAS BOARD
PRESIDENT: Janice Miller,
439-5762, jan2854@gmail.com
SECRETARY: Brian Shovers, 4436640, sholace0848@gmail.com
TREASURER: Sue Jackson, 4434486, suejacksonmt@gmail.com
WEBSITE/BOARD:Stephen Turner,
521-0000, turnstonest@gmail.com
EDUCATION/BOARD: Sumner
Sharpe, mtnutmeg@gmail.com
NEWSLETTER/BOARD: Shane
Sater, 208-597-0488,
shsater@gmail.com
MEMBERSHIP/BOARD: Sharon
Dewart-Hansen, 422-4546,
smdewarthansen@charter.net
BOARD AT LARGE: Coburn Currier,
clcurrier@hotmail.com
BOARD AT LARGE: Bob Martinka,
449-3313, rmartink@aol.com
BOARD AT LARGE: Jo Lace, 4436640
BOARD AT LARGE: Glenda
Bradshaw, 443-4171
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LCAS COMMITTEE CHAIRS/
CONTACTS
Birdseed Sale: Sue Jackson &
Sandy Shull, 443-4486 or 4490904
Christmas Bird Count: Coburn
Currier, clcurrier@hotmail.com
Conservation: Brian Shovers,
443-6640,
sholace0848@gmail.com
Monthly Program: Sandy Shull
& Liz Hiltunen, 449-0904 or 2275492
Publicity: Liz Hiltunen, 227-5492,
lhiltunen@q.com
Meeting Set-up: Doug Hansen,
mthusker@charter.net
Field Trips: open
Habitat: open
MT Audubon State Office: 4433949

