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Published September to May    Helena, MT        April 2020 

April 14 Meeting and 
Program Cancelled 
 
Due to current restrictions and concerns for 

everyone’s health and safety related to the 

COVID-19 virus, Last Chance Audubon 
Society is cancelling the April 14 meeting 

and program at Montana WILD.  As the 

National Audubon Society has stated: “We 
have to take care of each other and ourselves 

so we can stay healthy and keep taking care 

of birds and the places they need.”  Please 
check our Facebook page and LCAS website 

for updates on future plans. 

Upcoming Election 
The 2020 LCAS election will be held at the chapter’s May meeting. We will be electing all 

chapter officers (president, vice president, secretary, treasurer) and three board members. 

Officers and board members all serve two-year terms. Nominations remain open until the 
election. If you’d like to nominate someone to serve on the LCAS Board, just contact Sue 

Jackson (443-4486). All LCAS members attending the May meeting will be eligible to vote. 

Common Loon migrant at the Helena Regulating 
Reservoir. Photo by Dan Ellison. 

Calling All Program Ideas 
 

The LCAS Program Committee is looking 
to our membership for suggestions for 
programs to offer for the upcoming year. 
Please send your ideas for programs to 
either Liz Hiltunen (lhiltunen@q.com) or 
Sandy Shull (info@birdsandbeasleys.com). 
 

High School Scholarships 
 

The deadline for high school scholarships 
(for seniors applying to college) has been 
extended to May 15. See the LCAS 
website for details.  

Red-naped Sapsucker by Bob Martinka. 

mailto:lhiltunen@q.com
mailto:info@birdsandbeasleys.com
https://www.lastchanceaudubon.org/learning/scholarship/
https://www.lastchanceaudubon.org/learning/scholarship/
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Salve for the Times        March 20, 2020 
 
Our world has changed.  The whole world appears to now be living day-to-day: canceling plans 
for “tomorrow”, hunkering down, staying home, and hoping to restrain the progress of the 
coronavirus, COVID-19. We at LCAS are taking the issue very seriously – we have canceled 
our March Board meeting, our field trip to Freezout WMA, and our April 14 membership 
meeting at Montana WILD.  We want our members to stay healthy! 
 

The birds, on the other hand, are doing what 
they’ve done for a millennium – migrating. 
They are returning again to their breeding sites, 
even returning to nest in YOUR back yard. 
They are looking for their essential stop-over 
points where they can refuel and rest for the 
next leg of the journey. Sometimes they travel 
in large groups, like the old adage, “birds of a 
feather flock together.” So you might have 
noticed several juncos or robins in your yard all 
at once – or several species of waterfowl on 
Spring Meadow Lake or the Helena Reservoir. 
 

What does birding do for you? Back in 2004, as part of my Birdathon Report, I included the 
following thoughts from my Sage Hens team members in answer to that question. Jean Smith: 
“Mostly it’s the behavior. I like watching the coot feed its young.” Naomi Smith: “Being able 
to name common things we see around.” Cedron Jones: “Hearing the birds sing. Just sitting and 
listening to these creatures go about their life.” My personal answer then is the same now: 
“Birdwatching is an uplifting and joyful tribute to life.” 
 

That part of the world has not changed. Go outside and find some birds to watch and listen to 
during this time. It will renew your spirit. 
 
-- Janice Miller 
President, LCAS 

Killdeer at Spring Meadow Lake by Janice Miller. 

Voting Reminder 
 
LCAS member Ruth Swenson would like 
to remind and encourage members to 
register and vote in the upcoming elections. 
Go to app.mt.gov/voterinfo for more 
information about registering, voting, and 
mail-in ballots. 

Northern Pintails by Janice Miller. 

https://app.mt.gov/voterinfo/
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Mark Your Calendar: 2020 Last Chance Audubon Society Field Trips 
 

Please call or email leaders to make reservations. Bring binoculars, scope if appropriate, field 
guide, snacks, and water. Dress for the weather. 
 

*NOTE: Currently we are still planning on having all scheduled field trips except for the April trip to 
Freezout Lake. Due to coronavirus, we will be continuing to evaluate the situation. For the latest 
information on field trip status, please check the LCAS website or Facebook page. We will provide 
another update in the May newsletter.  
 

April 3-4, Saturday/Sunday - Freezout Lake WMA: CANCELLED DUE TO COVID-19 
 

May 10, Sunday - Warm Springs Ponds  
Leaders: Brian Shovers & Jo Lace, Don & Andrea Stierle 
The Warm Springs Ponds attract a wide variety of waterfowl, passerines, and raptors, 
especially during the spring. Gary Swant monitors the ponds on a regular basis and has 
recorded as many as 140 species over time. We will meet at the west end of the Lundy Center 
parking lot at 7:15 am and carpool to Warm Springs, where we will meet co-leaders Don & 
Andrea Stierle. Bring a sack lunch and dress for the weather. We will return to Helena no later 
than 3:30 pm. If you’re interested please contact Brian & Jo at 406-443-6640 or at 
sholace0848@gmail.com. Limit 10 people. 
 

May 23, Saturday: Canyon Ferry WMA 
Leader: Bob Martinka 
Meet at Albertson's Parking lot on Prospect Ave at 
6:30 am for carpooling. We should arrive back in 
Helena shortly after noon, so bring lunch and drinks if 
you wish. Species we will likely see include a good 
variety of waterfowl, gulls, pelicans, warblers, and 
other small birds. We may make several other stops to 
view grassland birds and riparian-associated species. 
Possible species list of 65+. Contact Bob by email or 
phone: rmartink@aol.com or 406-449-3313. 
 

June 20, Saturday: Sevenmile Creek at the Solstice 
Leader: Shane Sater 
On the longest day of the year, what are birds up to on Prickly Pear Land Trust's stream 
restoration property? Just miles from downtown Helena, this patchwork of grassland, riparian 
thickets, and small ponds is rich with summer birds. We regularly spot 40 to 50 species on June 
surveys. Look for Yellow Warblers, Gray Catbirds, Lazuli Buntings, Spotted Sandpipers, and 
up to six species of swallows. Meet at 5:30 am at the west end of the Lundy Center. Bring 
snacks, water, optics, and layers. Back by 12:30 pm. RSVP with Shane: shsater@gmail.com. 
 

June 21, Sunday: Rice Ridge Burned Forest area, near Seeley Lake 
Leader: Megan Fylling, UM Bird Ecology Lab  
We will meet in Seeley Lake at 7:45 am and travel to Rice Ridge from there, which is another 
~15 minutes. We will have chances for Black-backed Woodpecker, American Three-toed 
Woodpecker, Hairy Woodpecker, Cassin’s Finch, Olive-sided Flycatcher, Townsend’s 
Solitaire, Mountain Bluebird, and more. Participants can expect to walk around a mile off-road 
to look for species, but it is possible to stay on the road if you are uncomfortable walking off 
trail. Please wear sturdy hiking shoes and bring sunscreen, lunch, and water. We will conclude 
the trip around 11:00 am or when bird activity starts to die down. Meet Janice Miller (406-439-
5762) at the west end of the Lundy Center at 5:45 am for carpooling. Return to Helena mid-
afternoon. 

American Avocet by Bob Martinka. 

mailto:sholace0848@gmail.com
mailto:rmartink@aol.com
mailto:shsater@gmail.com
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June 23, Tuesday: Beck Hill Road near Garrison 
Leaders: Rich Wirak & Earl McCurley 
Bird the Beck Hill Road area near Garrison. Past sightings have included Wilson’s Snipes, 
Long-billed Curlews, Bobolinks, Sandhill Cranes, Lazuli Buntings, Red-naped Sapsuckers, and 
various warblers and sparrows. Be prepared for some moderate uphill hiking. Meet at the Van’s
-Hardee’s parking lot (on Euclid) at 7:00 am. Expect to return to Helena by 2:00 pm. Contact 
information for the trip is Rich 406-443-5189 and Earl 406-461-7352. 
 

June 30, Tuesday: Elliot Pond-Marsh, Helena 
Leaders: Earl McCurley & Rich Wirak 
Rich and Earl will lead a trip to the privately-owned Elliott Pond-Marsh located off York Road 
near Helena. Over 35 various species of birds can be spotted on this easy walk around the pond-
marsh complex, including various flycatchers, warblers, sparrows, kingbirds, Swainson’s 
Thrush, Marsh Wrens, House Wrens, Great-horned Owls, Great-blue Herons, Bullock’s 
Orioles, Belted Kingfishers, Blue-winged Teal, Wood Ducks, Wilson’s Snipe, etc. The trip is 
limited to 20 people. Reserve a spot by calling Rich (406-443-5189) or Earl (406-461-7352). 
Meet at the Hardee’s-Van’s parking lot (on Euclid) at 7:00 am. Expect to be back by 2:00 pm. 
 

August (Date TBD) – Evening Aquatic Insect Trip  
Leader: Sara Owen 
Sara Owen, Ecologist for MT Natural Heritage Program, will guide us alongside a stream near 
Helena to find aquatic insects as day fades to night. She will help us understand their 
importance to the stream itself, and also to birds and bats. Bring flashlight and/or headlamp, 
warm clothes, and (optionally) shoes that can get wet. Contact Sara to RSVP or ask questions: 
sowen@mt.gov. More details will be forthcoming. 
 

September 6, Sunday: World Shorebirds Day 
Leader: Stephen Turner 
LCAS will once again support the World 
Shorebirds Day effort by surveying shorebirds and 
other bird species at the Canyon Ferry WMA. 
Several shorebird ID experts will be on hand. Meet 
at the northeast end of the Costco parking lot at 
7:00 am. Please plan to arrive a few minutes early. 
The trip will return from the WMA no later than 
1:00 pm. This field trip is free to current LCAS members and has limited space availability. 
Members are encouraged to register for the field trip as soon as possible. Non-members are 
welcome. The cost of the field trip for non-members is $15, which includes a one-year 
membership to LCAS. Register by contacting Stephen Turner at turnstonest@gmail.com. 

World Shorebirds Day by Janice Miller. 

 Wings Across the Big Sky: June 5—7 in Lewistown, MT 
 

Montana Audubon continues to plan on their 21st annual Wings Across the Big Sky bird 
festival, headquartered at the Yogo Inn in Lewistown. Over 25 field trips are planned. 

Destinations include the James Kipp Recreation Area, the PN Ranch, Bear Gulch pictographs, 

and the Big Springs State Fish Hatchery.  
 

In the event the festival must be postponed or cancelled due to COVID-19, participants will be 

offered full refunds and other options. For more information, check mtaudubon.org or contact 

Danielle Dowden (ddowden@mtaudubon.org, (406) 443-3949). 

mailto:sowen@mt.gov
mailto:turnstonest@gmail.com
https://mtaudubon.org/
mailto:ddowden@mtaudubon.org
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Birding 101 Class 

As spring birds return to their Montana home for 
the season, it is an amazing gift to be able to 
recognize them and give them names. Last Chance 
Audubon Society, in cooperation with Montana 
WILD Education Center, is again offering an entry 
level birding workshop for those who want to 
learn the basics of bird identification. The class 
will explore bird identification through 
observation and discussion, both in the classroom 
and in the field. The workshop will focus on 
feathers and flight, bird song, migration, and 
conservation.  The class is geared toward the adult 
level and only one class will be offered. Enrollment is limited. Full details are listed below. The 
course fills up very quickly, so don't delay, sign up today – and tell your friends! It's free! 
Details below. 
 

May 30, Saturday - Birding 101   8:00 am – 11:00 am        Leader: Stephen Turner 
Class size will be limited to 12 participants and is geared toward the adult learning level. 
Everyone must register in advance to attend. There is no cost for the workshop; coffee and a 
snack will be provided. Binoculars will be provided for those who do not have them. All 
registrants should have the ability to navigate a one-mile walk around Spring Meadow Lake. 
We will meet rain or shine; please dress for the weather. Meet at Montana WILD, 2668 
Broadwater Ave. To register, please contact Stephen Turner turnstonest@gmail.com. 
 

Registrants for this workshop are also invited to attend a follow-up field trip on Sunday, June 1. 

The field trip will be held at the K-Mart Wetlands beginning at 7:00 am. Additional information 

will be provided during Saturday’s workshop. 

Photo by Bob Martinka. 

Montana Audubon Citizen Science  
 

In spite of COVID-19, Montana Audubon’s citizen science projects are continuing! You can 
take part in Long-billed Curlew surveys anytime April 8 - May 31; Great Blue Heron 
surveys May - June; and Climate Watch surveys May 15 - June 15. Find more details, as 
well as updates on trainings and projects, at montanabirdsurveys.com. 

Birdathon 2020 
 

As summer approaches, so does our annual “go-birding” fundraiser! Birdathon takes place 
during any 24-hour period between May 15 and June 15. This year, Sandy Shull is challenging 
birders of all skill levels to join in this fundraising effort. She will match 50% of each birder’s 
pledges up to $500. 
 

If you want to take Sandy’s matching challenge, here’s what to do: 

• Sign up at Birds & Beasleys (406-449-0904) 
• Pick a day to count birds on your own or go on one of the Saturday morning bird walks 

supported by Birds and Beasleys (ask the store for details) 
• Ask friends, family, or coworkers to sponsor your Birdathon.  A minimum of $20 or          

$1/species is required to participate. 
• Make a list of all the species you see. 
• Give Sandy a list of species and your pledges. She will match your pledges by 50%. 
 

Questions? Call Jo Lace at 443-6640, or contact Birds and Beasleys. 
 

-- Jo Lace 

mailto:turnstonest@gmail.com
https://www.montanabirdsurveys.com/
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The View from Sevenmile Creek: March 
Note: The surveys on Sevenmile Creek are a collaboration between Last Chance Audubon Society (LCAS) and Prickly Pear Land Trust (PPLT). 
PPLT acquired the Sevenmile property in 2016 for open space and habitat purposes. Stream restoration activities in the area a re ongoing, and 
public access is not permitted at this time. PPLT provides access to LCAS volunteers specifically to conduct bird surveys and restoration 
activities. Questions? Contact Nate Kopp, nate@pricklypearlt.org.  
 

March 21, 2020. Last weekend’s cold front plunged 
the temperature to 0°F and brought 10 inches of 
snow to Helena, but the only sign of it this Saturday 
is a patchy carpet of snow in the shade of the alders 
and streambanks. As our human world is on 
lockdown due to coronavirus, our avian neighbors 
are getting busy. 
 

Ten Western Meadowlarks sing, spaced across the 
fields and fencelines. We hear the throbbing bugle 
of the Sandhill Crane pair in the distance near the 
Green Meadow Country Club. Once in a while, 
tinkly calls tell us of Horned Larks in the grasses or 
bobbing overhead in small groups. 
 

Near the ponds the Red-winged Blackbirds are back 
– but they too are practicing social distancing. One 
male sings from an alder, than another swoops in 
and displaces him.  
 

An early Tree Swallow flies past, making an erratic 
line to the southwest. Flocks of starlings – 50, 100, 
400 – skim the grasses and land to feed, their 
primaries shining translucent gray through the sun. 
 

It’s a slow day for raptor migration – maybe a bit 
early yet. But as we try to find an American Tree 
Sparrow who skulks in the grasses along the stream, a Golden Eagle pivots overhead, then 
steers northeast. 
 

The creek is all open water, but the ponds are only starting to melt on the edges. A perfectly 
round hole of open water suggests a muskrat is still in residence, poking her head up from a 
winter diet of cattails. 
 

Seeing the vitality of the spring landscape is good medicine for me amid the fear, uncertainty, 
and isolation of coronavirus. I find taking classes online and staying six feet away from friends 
and community painful – and I know that this pandemic is hitting others much harder. 
 

My heart goes out to those hit hardest: the homeless, the sick, those living one rent payment at a 
time, the doctors and nurses who are on the front lines. 
 

And I also wonder: what can we learn from this epidemic? Already, the smog is clearing in 
China. As air travel and cruises have dropped, so has the pace at which we are accelerating 
climate change.  
 

To me, this time is a wake-up call. Can we help each other through coronavirus? As our global 
economy grows uncertain, can we plant a garden this year for ourselves and our neighbors? Can 
we consume less and be happier? Can we “vacation” to our back yards, hear the meadowlarks 
and blackbirds, and find “home” in this beautiful place where we live? To me, this spring seems 
like a great time to give it a try. 
 

-- Shane Sater 

Sevenmile Creek sunrise by Janice Miller. 

Red-winged Blackbird by Shane Sater. 

mailto:nate@pricklypearlt.org
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Membership Report  
 

Please welcome Last Chance Audubon Society new 
members: Marsha & Bill Davis, David Nimick, 
Barbara Piccolo, and Allison Begley. 
 
Sincere thanks to Last Chance renewing members: 
Ginny Talley, John Moore, Steven Liston, Derik Reed, 
Barbara Belt, Curtis Larsen, Susan Maclin, and Jason 
Socci.  
 
Please also welcome National Audubon Society new 
members: Pamela Bompart, Nina Barfuss, and 
Runelle Foster.  
 
Sincere thanks to National Audubon Society 
renewing members: Walt Anderson, George Blyman, 
Bill Cook, Phyllis Dagenais, James Driggers, Laurie 
Gaffney, David Gans, Marjorie Levine, Dallas Miller, 
Alan Nicholson, Raven Smith, Lorrn Mitchell Vranka, 
Kathleen Wanner, and Heidi Youmans.  

 

LCAS MEMBERSHIP: A new membership or renewal is $15/$25 per household (see below) 
and is current for one year, January 1 through December 31. You can join and/or renew by 
using our website’s online MEMBERSHIP button. Please be sure we receive all your correct 
contact information. If you do not have access to the website you can join or renew by filling 
out a registration form located either in this newsletter or printed from lastchanceaudubon.org. 
Please send completed registration form and your $15 check (or $25 check if you wish to get 
the newsletter in hardcopy) to: LCAS, PO Box 924, Helena, MT, 59624. If you are not sure if 
you are up to date with your membership, please feel free to email the Membership Chair to 
verify.  
 

PRINTED and ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTERS: We want all our members to stay 
informed about chapter news and happenings. If you do not have access to email, staying 
current with your chapter membership to Last Chance Audubon Society guarantees that you 
will continue to receive a printed version of our newsletter, but due to increased printing costs, 
we will be asking for an additional $10 for processing. See above. If you do have email access, 
please help us keep printing costs to a minimum and opt to receive our newsletter 
electronically. Those dollars we save will be spent for important bird habitat, education and 
outreach. Thank you. 
 

NAS MEMBERSHIP: If you would like National Audubon Society membership information 
or to renew with them, please direct an email to customerservice@audubon.org or contact them 
directly by phone at 1-844-428-3826. We are unable to forward memberships to National 
Audubon.  
 

-- Sharon Dewart-Hansen, Membership Chair, smdewarthansen@charter.net  

Ferruginous Hawk by Janice Miller. 

https://www.lastchanceaudubon.org/
mailto:customerservice@audubon.org
mailto:smdewarthansen@charter.net
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LCAS COMMITTEE CHAIRS/
CONTACTS 
 

Birdseed Sale: Sue Jackson & 
Sandy Shull, 443-4486 or 449-
0904  
Christmas Bird Count: Coburn 
Currier, clcurrier@hotmail.com  
Conservation: Brian Shovers, 
443-6640, 
sholace0848@gmail.com  
Monthly Program: Sandy Shull 
& Liz Hiltunen, 449-0904 or 227-
5492  
Publicity: Liz Hiltunen, 227-5492, 
lhiltunen@q.com  
Meeting Set-up: Doug Hansen, 
mthusker@charter.net 
Field Trips: open 
Habitat: open  
MT Audubon State Office: 443-
3949  

https://www.facebook.com/lastchanceaudubon 

Website: https://www.lastchanceaudubon.org/ 

Last Chance Audubon Society 

PO Box 924 

Helena, MT 59624 

First-Class 
Postage 

Required 
Helena MT 59601 

LCAS BOARD 
 

PRESIDENT: Janice Miller, 
439-5762, jan2854@gmail.com 
SECRETARY: Brian Shovers, 443-
6640, sholace0848@gmail.com  
TREASURER: Sue Jackson, 443-
4486, suejacksonmt@gmail.com  
WEBSITE/BOARD: Stephen Turner, 
521-0000, turnstonest@gmail.com 
EDUCATION/BOARD: Sumner 
Sharpe, mtnutmeg@gmail.com  
NEWSLETTER/BOARD: Shane 
Sater, 208-597-0488, 
shsater@gmail.com  
MEMBERSHIP/BOARD: Sharon 
Dewart-Hansen, 422-4546, 
smdewarthansen@charter.net  
BOARD AT LARGE: Coburn Currier, 
clcurrier@hotmail.com 
BOARD AT LARGE: Bob Martinka, 
449-3313, rmartink@aol.com  
BOARD AT LARGE: Jo Lace, 443-
6640  
BOARD AT LARGE: Glenda 
Bradshaw, bradshaw@mt.net 

Support LCAS through a donation or 
membership today! 

mailto:clcurrier@hotmail.com
mailto:sholace0848@gmail.com
mailto:lhiltunen@q.com
mailto:mthusker@charter.net
https://www.facebook.com/lastchanceaudubon
https://www.lastchanceaudubon.org/
mailto:jan2854@gmail.com
mailto:sholace0848@gmail.com
mailto:suejacksonmt@gmail.com
mailto:turnstonest@gmail.com
mailto:mtnutmeg@gmail.com
mailto:shsater@gmail.com
mailto:smdewarthansen@charter.net
mailto:clcurrier@hotmail.com
mailto:rmartink@aol.com
mailto:bradshaw@mt.net
https://www.lastchanceaudubon.org/donations/donate-to-last-chance-audubon-society/
https://www.lastchanceaudubon.org/donations/membership/

