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Published September to May    Helena, MT        February 2021 

New Birding Exhibit at Montana WILD 
 

A brand new birding exhibit at the Montana 
WILD education center features information 
about the basics of birding, how to identify 
an unknown bird, and how to get involved 
with citizen science platforms like eBird. 
This impressive exhibit provides features to 
interest school children, families, and birders 
of all ages. Along with almost 60 high 
quality photographs of birds taken by Bob 
Martinka, the exhibit also displays many bird 
mounts that allow visitors to get an up-close 
look at a great variety of Montana’s species.  
 

The exhibit showcases a selection of birding 
hot spots around the state. In central 
Montana, featured locations include 
Freezeout Lake Wildlife Management Area, 
Benton Lake National Wildlife Refuge, Big 
Lake Wildlife Management Area, Bannack 
State Park, and Helena Valley Regulating 
Reservoir Fishing Access Site. Over the next 
months there will be additional information 
on more birding hot spots around the state 
and new features will be added to the exhibit 
in the hope that it will inspire people to take 
their next birding adventure.   
 

The Montana WILD education center is 
located at 2668 Broadwater Ave. in Helena. 
The exhibit hall is running on the 
temporarily reduced hours, 10:00 am to 2:00 pm, Monday through Friday, with a reduced 
capacity of 10 visitors allowed at a time. Covid-19 protocols are in place. For more information, 
call Montana WILD: 406-444-9944. 
 

-- Liz Hiltunen 

Photo of the new exhibit courtesy of Montana WILD. 
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At President Biden’s inauguration, poet Amanda Gorman shared her poem, The Hill We Climb, 
which ended with an invitation to “step out of the shade, for the new dawn blooms as we free 
it.” 

National Audubon Society president David Yarnold recently urged, “Bird survival is human 
survival and birds are telling us they are in trouble. We have no time to lose.... Audubon, and 
our members, urge the Biden-Harris administration and the new Congress to turn to the hard 
work of restoring trust in democratic institutions, protecting nature, and respecting all who call 
America home – our shared survival depends on it.” Among Audubon’s top priorities is the 
“review of the Trump Administration’s rule gutting the Migratory Bird Treaty Act – the most 
effective bird conservation policy in our nation’s history.” 

Ben Gabriel, executive director of the 
Montana Wilderness Association, said, 
“We look forward to working with the new 
administration and doing all we can to 
ensure that conservation is front and center 
in the decisions our federal land 
management agencies make.” Likewise, we 
at Last Chance Audubon are committed to 
working together for the sake of the land 
around us, which is so indispensable to the 
survival of the birds of the air. 

At the end of her remarks, poet Amanda 
Gorman concluded, "For there is always 
light, if only we are brave enough to see it – 
if only we are brave enough to be it." 

That’s our goal at LCAS – to be the light 
for birds and the natural world – in 2021 in 
this place we call home, Helena, Montana. 

Let’s be brave enough to be the light. 

-- Janice Miller, President, LCAS 

American Avocet by Dan Ellison. 

Calliope Hummingbird by Bob Martinka. 
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David Lange Selected for LCAS Carroll College Research Grant 

David Lange, a senior in environmental science at 
Carroll College, has been selected to receive the 2020
-2021 LCAS $1000 award in support of research for 
his senior thesis. The purpose of Lange’s research is 
to understand the influence of geology (rock type, 
faults, and structures) on the geomorphology and 
erosion rates of the Canyon Ferry Lake shoreline. 
Lange will also collect data on waterfowl habitat, 
particularly on the wetlands at the southern end of the 
lake, and will document locations where Cliff 
Swallow nests are located. In his application to 
LCAS, Lange wrote, “An understanding of overall 
patterns of erosion and deposition across the whole 
lake will help identify existing bird habitats, habitat 
areas that might be threatened or areas where new 
habitat is being created.” He noted that “the eroding cliffs [in the White Earth area] are home to 
dozens of cliff swallow nests.” This study aims to “address the research deficiencies of the 
ecology and geology” in this part of the Helena area. 

-- Sumner Sharpe 

LCAS: 50 Years of Conservation 

On January 19, 1971, a group of Helena birders gathered together to organize a local Audubon 
chapter, naming it Last Chance Audubon Society. We are still here and still actively doing the 
items outlined (to name just a few): 

• Monthly meetings September through May 
(except during pandemics) 

• Field trips 

• Christmas Bird Counts 

• Educating the public about birds and the 
natural world. 
 

In 1996 we threw a big party to celebrate our 
25th Anniversary, and turning 50 is worth 
celebrating too. 

It's already been suggested that we enjoy a 
PARTY when Covid-19 has dwindled and we 
are vaccinated and safe from contagion, so let's 
run with that plan. We are thinking that late 
summer or fall might work. We are open to 
suggestions. 

WHOO HOO! 

Meanwhile, let’s celebrate this 50 year 
anniversary by going birding! 

-- Janice Miller 

Golden Eagle with Gophersnake by David Ewer. 

Cliff Swallows by Shane Sater. 
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Membership Renewals 
 

Are you current with your LCAS 
membership for 2021? Renewal is easier than 
ever, with online options as well the 
traditional check in the mail. Annual 
membership dues are still the same affordable 
rate of $15 per household, or $25 with a hard 
copy newsletter subscription. Dues directly 
support the habitat protection, education, and 
advocacy work of LCAS. Please see the last 
page of the newsletter for all of the details 
about how to renew. 

Birdseed Sale Recap 
 
The final numbers are in for the 2020 LCAS 
birdseed fundraising event: 29 people purchased a 
total of 990 pounds of seed, bringing $250 to the 
chapter. The birdseed sale is a partnership between 
LCAS and Birds and Beasleys. Thanks to all who 
bought seed and a very special thanks to Sandy 
Shull and her great staff at the store for their 
support. 

Cinnamon Teal by Mike Chapman. 

2020 Helena CBC Results 
 

The 2020 Helena Christmas Bird Count was an 
unusual one, a windy day in a barely snowy 
winter, with much-reduced participation due to 
Covid-19 concerns. Many section leaders 

reported an unusually quiet day for birds in their 
sections. Nevertheless, species richness overall 
was slightly above average, with 65 species 

recorded on the count, while total numbers of 
birds were below average by about 1,000 
individuals. Nevertheless, waterfowl numbers 

matched or exceeded previous high counts for 
seven species: Cackling Goose, Wood Duck, 
Green-winged Teal, Redhead, Lesser Scaup, 

Bufflehead, and Common Goldeneye. A 
Mountain Bluebird and three Wild Turkeys 
were unusual CBC sightings, and a Lesser 

Black-backed Gull was recorded during count week for the first time ever. Full CBC results are 
available on the LCAS website. 

Green-winged Teal by Bob Martinka. 

Common Redpoll by Bob Martinka. 
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Montana Audubon Legislative Update 
 

The 2021 legislative session has begun! Once again, 
Montana Audubon is lobbying in efforts to protect 
birds, other wildlife, and their habitats. As you might 
expect, the 2021 session is going to be very different 
from years past. One of the changes is that 
Montanans will now be able to testify without 
traveling to Helena. This has long been a wish of 
many legislative leaders, but that wish became a 
necessity with the pandemic and the need to limit the 
number of people in the Capitol. Montana Audubon’s 
lobbying team is prepared and ready to take on the 
State Capitol remotely and help you too, should you 
wish to provide testimony! 
 

Montana Audubon delivered their first remote 
testimony in mid-January on Senate Bill 85, which 
would greatly increase the taxes on wind projects in Montana, doubling them in some instances 
and quadrupling them in others. They joined two dozen other opponents of the bill, including 
many wind developers and industry experts. Now Montana Audubon is gearing up to tackle 
wildlife issues, including bills about trapping, lethally removing grizzly bears, and a whole slew 
of changes to land use planning regulation and subdivision development. This is definitely a 
year of “defensive” lobbying for wildlife in the Montana legislature. 
 

As usual, Montana Audubon needs your help! During the session, through April of this year, 
they can provide regular “Action Alerts” by email to provide you guidance on how to submit 
comments on important committee hearings and critical votes. If you are interested in getting 
involved, please consider signing up for these Action Alerts. The Montana Audubon website 
has more information on how to get involved: mtaudubon.org/conservation-policy/legislative-
participation. 
 

If you have any questions, feel free to reach out to Amy Seaman (aseaman@mtaudubon.org) or 
Carmen Borchelt (carmen@mtaudubon.org).  

Forster’s Tern by Janice Miller. 

The View from Sevenmile Creek: January 
Note: The surveys on Sevenmile Creek are a collaboration between Last Chance Audubon Society (LCAS) and Prickly Pear Land 
Trust (PPLT). PPLT acquired the Sevenmile property in 2016 for open space and habitat purposes. Stream restoration activities 
in the area are ongoing, and public access is not permitted at this time. PPLT provides access to LCAS volunteers specifically to 
conduct bird surveys and restoration activities. Questions? Contact Nate Kopp, nate@pricklypearlt.org.  
 

The winter of 2020-2021 has been a time of waiting at Sevenmile Creek, even more so than 
winters past. The landscape sits bare, the chokecherry thickets reduced to blackened snags in 
September’s fire. The snow has been sparse, and so have the birds. The hawks have been 
staying away from these charred fields: without the cover of grasses, there are few voles to hunt 
here. Even the chickadees have left. Occasionally a flock of Common Redpolls lands in the 
alders, finding some unburned seeds to eat. Two Northern Shrikes have been hunting the swath 
of unburned grasses near the ponds. 
 

Meanwhile, the easternmost section of the creek – the area where the channel is most incised – 
has been undergoing a massive transformation. Contractors have been busy with excavators, 
digging a new, meandering course for the stream so that it will once again be connected to its 
floodplain. They have begun filling in the old channel, but not completely – they are leaving 
several open sections to fill with water, adding more small ponds to the system. 
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It takes hope and vision to imagine thriving habitat 
in this burned-over construction zone – but I see 
great potential here. One of the new ponds is large 
enough that I hope to see diving ducks visiting it 
some day soon: Hooded Mergansers, Ring-necked 
Ducks, possibly Common Goldeneyes. Another of 
these ponds is already spilling over into a shallow 
seep, suggesting possibilities for a marsh that may 
host Soras and Marsh Wrens. The disturbed 
floodplain is prime habitat for reseeding native 
plants, which in turn will provide a diversity of 
insects and seeds for the birds. Once a couple of 
good spring floods spread out from the restored 
channel, we are almost sure to see extensive new 
willow thickets springing up here. And once the 
willows and other native shrubs return in force, I 
will be hoping that beavers move in from 
upstream and create even more extensive wetlands 
here. 
 

When it comes to bird habitat at Sevenmile Creek, 
the biggest question right now seems to be not “if” 
but “when.” Will the chokecherries and alders that 
burned in the fire sprout back vigorously this 
spring, or will it take several years to restore these 
thickets so essential to migrant warblers and 
sparrows? How long will it take for birds to start 
using the new stream channel and ponds? What 
will 2021 hold for the birds? 
 

As we wait through this strangely mild winter and 
look for answers in the year ahead, it helps me to 
remember the spring of 2020, when passerine 
migration at Sevenmile Creek set new records. On 
the moist morning of May 18, we saw a whopping 
63 species here, including a diversity of migrant 
songbirds and the site’s first-ever documented 
Blackpoll Warbler. May 25 set a new record, with 
64 species on a single survey, including a first-
ever sighting of Red-breasted Nuthatch (seemingly 
out of place in the deciduous habitat along the 
creek). By June 7, spring migration was wrapping 
up and species numbers were lower, but an 
incredible 26 Western Tanagers had stopped over 
to feed in the willows and chokecherries.  
 

Among this winter’s charred branches and bare 
earth, the sight of 26 brilliant tanagers foraging among native shrubs seems far away. But 
habitat can regrow quickly, and we know this place has vast potential to host an even more 
thriving community of birds. The question remains, how long will we have to wait? 
 

-- Shane Sater   

Blackpoll Warbler by Shane Sater. 

Western Tanager by Shane Sater. 

Restoration progress at Sevenmile Creek as of 
January 6, 2021. Photo by Shane Sater. 
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Membership Report  
 

Please welcome Last Chance Audubon Society new 
members: Curtis Lund, Shannon Koenig, Lee Harrison, 
Melanie Schaefer, Tim Baker, Gary Wiens, Joyce Bateman, 
Justine Jam, and Joel Maes.  
 

Sincere thanks to Last Chance renewing members: Cheryl 
Boid & Tom Woodall, Sue Jackson, Len & Sandra Wheeler, 
Howard & Janice Johnson, Jo Lace & Brian Shovers, Norma 
Tirrell, Bill & Vicki Fitzgerald, Leslie Smith, Grant Hokit, 
Dave Mott, Stephen Turner, Peter Mathes, Brad Robinson, 
Janice Miller, Shane Sater, John Mott, Sandra Micken, David 
Nimick & Angie Leprohon, Fran Penner-Ray, Ramona Turnbull, Donald Eisenmenger, Hugh & 
Karen Zackheim, Pete Strazdas, Tom & Marilyn Pearson, Terry Wheeling & Gail Kuntz, Alan 
Davis, Constance Fiske, Betsy Hamann, Greg & Cindy Asbury, Carolyn Fox, Gail Moser, 
Linda Sharkey, Leonard John, Slim & Sharon Miller, Stan & Glenda Bradshaw, Nan & Ray 
Breuninger, Mike & Helen Murray, Pam Harris, Clifford Sheets, Spencer Shropshire & Susan 
Epstein, Jerry Wozniak, Rich Wirak, Sue & Bruce Newell, Marlys & Phil Forbes, Marilyn 
Atkins, Liz & Carl Hiltunen, Donna Shull, Dan Ellison, Neal & Mary Ruedisili, Sara Toubman, 
Bob Martinka, Sharon Dewart-Hansen, Constance Herzig, and Marilyn Hayes.  
 

Please also welcome National Audubon Society new members: Eunice Swan, Gary Peterson, 
Thomas Ryan, Susan Belcher, Ed Mohler, and Constance Enzweiler.  
 

Sincere thanks to National Audubon Society renewing members: Glen Phillips, Margaret 
Hubber, Ann Bauchman, Norma Tirrell, Don Bishop, Kathryn Bramer, Jo Lace, Alan 
Nicholson, Bob Martinka, Jean Bond, Kristin Bakula, Diana Herrick, Terry O’Connor, Tim 
Baker, Greg Asbury, B Davis, Everett Lynn, Vicki Downhour, Joy Ritter, Susan Holton, 
Gretchen Bingman, Gail Moser, Heidi Youmans, Newell Anderson, Joy Holloway, Lana Finch, 
Robert Caldwell, Joan Schellenger, John Potter, George Blyman, Judy Kilmer, Jorge Ramirez, 
Barry Hood, and Fred Larsen.  
 

LCAS MEMBERSHIP: A new membership or renewal is $15/$25 per household (see below) 
and is current for one year, January 1 through December 31. You can join and/or renew by 
using our website’s online MEMBERSHIP button. Please be sure we receive all your correct 
contact information. If you do not have access to the website you can join or renew by filling 
out a registration form located either in this newsletter or printed from lastchanceaudubon.org. 
Please send completed registration form and your $15 check (or $25 check if you wish to get 
the newsletter in hardcopy) to: LCAS, PO Box 924, Helena, MT, 59624. If you are not sure if 
you are up to date with your membership, please feel free to email the Membership Chair to 
verify.  
 

PRINTED and ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTERS: We want all our members to stay informed 
about chapter news and happenings. If you do not have access to email, staying current with 
your chapter membership to Last Chance Audubon Society guarantees that you will continue to 
receive a printed version of our newsletter, but due to increased printing costs, we will be asking 
for an additional $10 for processing. If you do have email access, please help us keep printing 
costs to a minimum and opt to receive our newsletter electronically. Those dollars we save will 
be spent for important bird habitat, education, and outreach. Thank you. 
 

NAS MEMBERSHIP: If you would like National Audubon Society membership information or 
to renew with them, please direct an email to customerservice@audubon.org or contact them 
directly by phone at 1-844-428-3826. We are unable to forward memberships to National 
Audubon.  
 

-- Sharon Dewart-Hansen, Membership Chair, smdewarthansen@charter.net  

Great Horned Owl by              
Bob Martinka. 
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LCAS COMMITTEE CHAIRS/
CONTACTS 
 

Birdseed Sale: Sue Jackson & 
Sandy Shull, 443-4486 or 449-
0904  
Christmas Bird Count: Coburn 
Currier, clcurrier@hotmail.com  
Conservation: Brian Shovers, 
443-6640, 
sholace0848@gmail.com  

Education: Sumner Sharpe, 
mtnutmeg@gmail.com 

Field Trips: open 
Habitat: Shane Sater, 208-597-
0488, shsater@gmail.com  

Meeting Set-up: Doug Hansen, 
mthusker@charter.net 
Monthly Program: Sandy Shull, 
449-0904  
Publicity: Liz Hiltunen, 227-5492, 
lhiltunen@q.com  
MT Audubon State Office: 443-
3949  

https://www.facebook.com/lastchanceaudubon 

Website: https://www.lastchanceaudubon.org/ 

Last Chance Audubon Society 

PO Box 924 

Helena, MT 59624 

First-Class 
Postage 

Required 
Helena MT 59601 

LCAS BOARD 
 

PRESIDENT: Janice Miller, 
439-5762, jan2854@gmail.com 
SECRETARY: Brian Shovers, 443-
6640, sholace0848@gmail.com  
TREASURER: Sue Jackson, 443-
4486, suejacksonmt@gmail.com  
WEBSITE/BOARD: Stephen Turner, 
521-0000, turnstonest@gmail.com 
EDUCATION/BOARD: Sumner 
Sharpe, mtnutmeg@gmail.com  
NEWSLETTER/BOARD: Shane 
Sater, 208-597-0488, 
shsater@gmail.com  
MEMBERSHIP/BOARD: Sharon 
Dewart-Hansen, 422-4546, 
smdewarthansen@charter.net  
BOARD AT LARGE: Coburn Currier, 
clcurrier@hotmail.com 
BOARD AT LARGE: Bob Martinka, 
449-3313, rmartink@aol.com  
BOARD AT LARGE: Jo Lace, 443-
6640  
BOARD AT LARGE: Glenda 
Bradshaw, bradshaw@mt.net 

Support LCAS through a donation or 
membership today! 


