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Published September to May    Helena, MT        April 2021 

K-Mart Wetlands 
Cleanup 
 

On Friday, March 19, LCAS members and 
friends conducted a cleanup around the ponds 
at K-Mart Wetlands. The cleanup was a 
collaborative effort with the City of Helena 
and Montana Conservation Corps (MCC) 
crews to improve habitat around the ponds. 
About 16 socially distanced LCAS folks 
tackled trash duty while the City and MCC 
worked on Russian-olive mitigation. The 
LCAS crew divided into four teams and each 
team worked around one of the four ponds. 
MCC crews focused on the Russian olive 
invasion around pond 2 and limbed most of 
these trees in preparation for removal by the 
City. The City provided supplies for garbage 
collection and was responsible for hauling 
trash to the landfill. Thanks to the many folks 
who showed up to help out! 
 

In keeping with our mission, several LCAS 
members completed an early-season bird list. 
The list included a pair of Hooded Mergansers 
that seemed to be inspecting nesting boxes we 
installed last fall. Additional species seen 
included Killdeer, singing Red-winged 
Blackbirds, several potentially nesting pairs of 
both Mallards and Canada Goose, and a single 

(early) Common Grackle! Check out the 
entire list here. 
 

Stay tuned for additional cleanup 

opportunities this spring/summer. We will 

continue working with the City at the K-Mart 

Wetlands and also at Nature Park. Both of 

these areas are in dire need of some serious 

weed mitigation and basic cleanup. Help keep 

our parks and natural areas free of litter and 

bird-happy! 

Hooded Merganser by Bob Martinka. 

Nominations Open 
 

Nominations are still open for positions on the LCAS Board. If you’d like to submit a 
nomination, just contact Sue Jackson (suejacksonmt@gmail.com or 443-4486). Board members 
serve two-year terms. Nominations are open until the April 13 Board meeting. 
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Variety is the Spice of Life 

LCAS members are interesting people; no two are alike. And 
that’s a beautiful thing. We are all different, with different 
interests, strengths, and educational backgrounds. Just like 
the birds: we have raptors, waterfowl, hummingbirds, 
sparrows and corvids, to name but a few. No two alike. 

At LCAS you are welcome to express your skills and 
passions in any number of ways. If you have a heart for 
science, then you might contribute data to eBird, which 
benefits science on a global scale. Or perhaps you’re a 
teacher – in a classroom or at heart. We are actively working 
with schools in the Helena area (K-12 and Carroll College) to 
provide grants and scholarships as well as bird-related 
materials for local classrooms. We recently purchased access 
to a production for schools, Bird Flight Patterns and Music, 
which celebrates birds through a symphony performance. 

If you have a green thumb, you might be taking part in Habitat Protection Committee activities, 
planting native grasses, chokecherries, and cottonwood trees. 

We are a Chapter that LOVES bird surveys! From our Christmas Bird Count and Long-billed 
Curlew surveys to our annual Birdathon, our members show up. And we clean up through 
events like the recent one at the K-Mart Ponds. THANK YOU! 

Perhaps your gifts center around events and programs, and you bring a certain flair that could 
make an event come alive. In September LCAS will be marking our 50th anniversary as an 
organization, and you could help make the celebration sparkle.  

Whatever your area of interest and strengths, we welcome your participation. If you have 
questions or are ready to get more involved, contact any Board member on the back of this 
newsletter, including me. Welcome to LCAS! 

-- Janice Miller, President, Last Chance Audubon Society 

Salmonella Is Killing Birds - And What To Do About It 
 

There have been widespread deaths of songbirds recently due to an outbreak of salmonella. This 
disease is chiefly spread at bird feeders and has been reported from Idaho, Utah, Washington, 
Oregon, California, Texas, and North Carolina. It is mostly affecting finches, including 
Common Redpolls, goldfinches, Pine Siskins, and grosbeaks.  
 

Please help limit the spread by taking down feeders and bird baths until mid-April and 

cleaning them out with a 10% bleach solution. Please clean up any spilled seed and shells 
on the ground. 

Canada Goose by Janice Miller. 
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Upcoming Board Meeting 
  

The next LCAS Board meeting (via Zoom) is 
scheduled for Tuesday, April 13, beginning at 
7:00 pm. For details about joining the meeting, 
contact Sue Jackson 
(suejacksonmt@gmail.com or 443-4486).  

Landfill Birding Closure 
 

LCAS recently learned that the Lewis & Clark County Landfill will be temporarily closed to 
birders from April 5 through November this year due to a cell construction project. The project 
is expected to finish sometime in November, but the exact date is not known yet. Watch the 

newsletter or the LCAS website for updates as they become available. 

LCAS Birdathon 2021 
 

Of all the activities and projects LCAS participates 
in each year, Birdathon has to be the most FUN. 
What’s better than spending time with a good 
friend or two and seeing how many birds you can 
find at your favorite birding hotspots? It’s like a 
Christmas gift! “Your gift is a DAY of birding 
with a birding buddy or two!” Your response: 
“WOW! Cool!” 
 

There are all sorts of ways to do a Birdathon. Most 
bird species photographed in one day. Most birds 
identified while driving the fewest miles. Finding 
100 species in the least amount of time. Or there’s 
the traditional approach: how many bird species 
can you find in 24 hours? 
 

Craft a team name, pick a day, ask your friends to 
sponsor your efforts, and away you go! F.U.N!
And it’s for a good cause: Birdathon donations 
support all of the work LCAS does each year to support birds, habitat, and education. 
 

Ready to sign up? Thinking about it, and needing more information? Contact Janice Miller 
(jan2854@gmail.com or 406-439-5762). 

Wilson’s Snipe by Liz Hiltunen. 

Colombia Birding Tour 
 

The Colombia birding tour that was cancelled 
last summer due to the Covid-19 pandemic has 
been rescheduled for August 3-18, 2021. This 

will be an 8-person tour with local Helena 
folks, and the tour leader will be Forrest Rowland with Rockjumper Birding Tours. There are 
still two spots available for anyone interested. Contact Bob Martinka at rmartink@aol.com for 

more information and/or to reserve a spot. This is one of the best birding destinations in the 
world. 

Eurasian Collared-doves by Nancy Ewer. 
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LCAS Board Meeting Highlights: March 2021 Meeting 
 

• Treasurer’s Report – Agreed to renew 
annual subscription to National Audubon 
magazine for the Lewis and Clark Library. 

• Board Nominations – Five nominations 
have been received so far.  

• Rotary Club – LCAS will provide an 
informative presentation for Rotary’s 
April 27 membership meeting. 

• Membership – 89 LCAS renewals remain 
outstanding. Postcards are on the way to 
encourage renewals. 

• Monthly Program Meetings – space at 
MT WILD reserved for second Tuesdays 
from September to December 2021. 
Planning underway for January-May 2022 
monthly membership meetings. 50 years 
of LCAS history to be focus of the 
September meeting. 

• Sevenmile Creek – The new, restructured stream channel is complete and planting of 
native seeds and shrubs is planned for April and May.  

• Birding 101 Class – Scheduled for June 5, depending on Covid-19 situation. Open to 
members and the public. 

• Field Trips – Upcoming: May field trip to Warm Springs Ponds; late summer at 
Sevenmile Creek; World Shorebird Day on September 5. Other trips are dependent on 
Covid-19 status. Stay tuned. 

• Montana Audubon Fundraisers  
o With cancellation of their annual bird festival, Montana Audubon is offering 

regional field trips led by local birders for a participation fee of $55 to cover 
costs of pre-recorded seminars, workshops, and the field trips. Field trip 
information and registration available after April 12 on the MT Audubon 
website. 

o In lieu of attendance at the annual Bird Festival, donations equivalent to room 

rates for two nights at the Yogo Inn in Lewistown are suggested, payable on-line 
or by check to Montana Audubon. 

• LCAS 50th Anniversary Celebration – Scheduled for Sunday, September 12 at the 
Spring Meadow Lake State Park pavilion. Have ideas or want to be part of planning? 
Contact a Board member. 

• Education: Video of music and bird flight patterns and curricular exercises purchased 
from New Bedford Symphony Orchestra for use in elementary schools. Contacts 
underway with local area schools. 

• Growing Friends Collaboration – Proposal for a joint planting effort at the K-Mart 
Wetlands, working with the City, is being considered. 

White-faced Ibis group by Liz Hiltunen. 
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Citizen Science with MT Audubon 
This year, MT Audubon is looking for volunteers to help with a 
variety of citizen science bird surveys. These include: 

• Long-billed Curlew surveys: Helena, Blackfoot, and 
Mission Valleys. Survey windows are April 8 – May 7 
and May 8 – May 31. 

• Great Blue Heron nesting surveys: One-hour 
training on April 22. Survey window is May 1 – June 
15. 

• Chimney Swift nesting surveys: Eastern Montana 
citizen science project. Survey chimneys near sunset. 
“Chimney Swift Night Out” training and survey 
opportunity on June 4, with more dates to come. 

For more information or to sign up, please contact Peter 
Dudley (peter@mtaudubon.org) or Carmen Borchelt 
(carmen@mtaudubon.org). 

Montana Audubon Legislative Update 

As we move through March and into the last six weeks of the 67th session, the Montana 
Legislature continues to pass bills that negatively affect our wildlife and their habitats. Montana 
Audubon has been working hard to push back, bouncing between committees on everything 
from Fish and Game, to Agriculture, Highways and Transportation, Taxation, and more. So far 
they have testified on 46 bills, opposing 30 and supporting 16, but the biggest challenges have 
just begun. 

Two of these challenges became clear in mid-March: a really bad “takings” bill and a really bad 
gravel pit bill. Though “takings” is a somewhat puzzling term, it is a very worrisome 
conservation issue as proposed in SB 260. If takings were enforced for every environmental or 
public good regulation (such as Clean Water Act provisions), it would be too expensive for 
governments to compensate, essentially stalling the enforcement of environmental regulations. 
As for gravel pits, we all know they need to be regulated, and right now the state is trying to do 
away with that in HB 599. 

Bills to change fair chase hunting regulations have been abundant. SB 314 would allow night 
hunting of wolves, allow baiting of wolf traps, and eliminate a take limit on number of wolves 
per license, grossly expanding wolf harvest in Montana with the goal of reducing numbers to 15 
breeding pairs (200 wolves). SB 267 would allow private money to reimburse wolf trappers for 
their expenses. HB 468 would allow hound hunting and chase seasons for black bears.  

Sage Grouse funding fortunately remains intact under SB 249. Habitat Montana remains a 
funded and effective land conservation program and tool of Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks, 
but the program, under SB 115, will now require Land Board approval for purchases over $1 
million. 

It is hard to keep track of so much deregulation! But Montana Audubon has been working hard. 

For more information or to sign up for action alerts, visit their website. Amy Seaman 

(aseaman@mtaudubon.org) and Carmen Borchelt (carmen@mtaudubon.org) are also available 

to answer questions. 

Chimney Swift by Bob Martinka. 
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The View from Sevenmile Creek: March 
Note: The surveys on Sevenmile Creek are a collaboration between Last Chance Audubon Society (LCAS) and Prickly Pear Land Trust (PPLT). PPLT acquired the 
Sevenmile property in 2016 for open space and habitat purposes. Stream restoration activities in the area are ongoing, and public access is not permitted at this 
time. PPLT provides access to LCAS volunteers specifically to conduct bird surveys and restoration activities. Questions? Contact Nate Kopp, nate@pricklypearlt.org.  
 

At Sevenmile Creek there is a place where billion-year-
old sedimentary rocks jut out of the hillside. Until 
recently, a few scraggly skunkbush sumac shrubs grew 
up from the rock. Below them, a chokecherry thicket 
extended along the base of the hill, and every fall the 
Spotted Towhees would stop to scratch through the 
leaves while Wilson’s Warblers foraged in the canopy. 
 

The stream channel ran nearby, sunk out of sight in a 
deep cut below its old floodplain, but still flanked by 
willows and alders. The Yellow Warblers and Lazuli 
Buntings sang here in the summer, and once in a while 
a mink slipped furtively upstream. 
 

But nature is never static, and since last summer this 
place has changed dramatically. First, September’s fire 
swept through, charring the shrubs. Then the 
excavators came, disturbing the soil and removing 
more shrubs as they built a new stream channel and 
filled in most of the old. 
 

At first glance this progression appears tragic: the 
native shrubs that provided homes for so many 
creatures are gone. And indeed, without this essential 
habitat, my hopes are low for bird diversity here this 
year. 
 

But notice as well how the stream, previously hidden in 
an eroding ravine, is now meandering across an 
expansive floodplain. In our dry landscape, water is 
vital. And in spring runoff, whereas the old channel 
churned with a muddy torrent, eroded steep banks, and 
continued downstream with destructive energy, the 
floodwaters of the new channel will be able to spread 
beyond its banks and slow down. Sevenmile Creek’s 
reconnected floodplain will act as a sponge, soaking up 
moisture and buffering houses downstream from 
flooding. And as the waters recede, they will inevitably 
leave behind not only silt, but also seeds: new willows, 
alders, and perhaps even cottonwoods. 
 

Meanwhile, notice that charred chokecherries are still standing along the base of the hill. This 
year, they should begin sending up vigorous new shoots from their unburned root systems. 
And later this spring, LCAS volunteers will be planting a variety of native seeds collected 
locally last fall. The seed list is extensive, ranging from fast-growing annuals to shrubs that will 
take years to reach maturity. While most of the Helena Valley’s riparian areas are heavily 
invaded by exotic grasses like smooth brome, the disturbance here presents an opportunity to 
help more complex habitat grow. 
 

The rapid-growing annuals should begin to provide cover and food for birds by this summer, 
then seeds for sparrows over the fall and winter. Among these are Rocky Mountain beeplant,  
pit-seed goosefoot, strawberry goosefoot, wild sunflower, and common clammyweed. 

June 6, 2020 landscape by Shane Sater. 

Sept 6, 2020 landscape by Shane Sater. 

March 20, 2021 landscape by Shane Sater. 
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Somewhat longer-lived perennials among these seeds include fireweed, showy milkweed, tall 
dogbane, giant goldenrod, stinging nettle, basin wildrye, cow parsnip, wild licorice, western 
sweet-cicely, beebalm, wild mint, and white prairie clover. Among the woody plants we’ll be 
seeding to jump-start future bird habitat, there is chokecherry, water birch, Wood’s rose, wild 
hops, American plum, silver buffaloberry, white clematis, and blue elderberry. 
 

For birds, insects, and the rest of us, the present here looks barren. The future, however, almost 
certainly will not be. 
 

-- Shane Sater   
 

Membership Report  
 

Please welcome Last Chance Audubon Society new members: Ann Hinshaw, Steven Bedard, 
and Ellie Gustafson. 
 

Sincere thanks to Last Chance renewing members: Mike Butzlaff, Kathy Van Hook, Rod & 
Carol Bischoff, Alan & Nancy Nicholson, Ron Waterman, Maryalice Chester, Barbara Piccolo, 
Lynne Grosfield, Jeanette Kelly, Helen Fee, Jason Socci, John Vore, Sharon Liederman, Betsy 
Nordell, Derik Reed, Pat Bik, Susan & Bret Brunner, Concetta & Len Eckel, Eric & Ellen 
Feaver, Diann & James Fradette, Dick & Jan Franklin, Curtis Larsen, Steven Liston, Sumner 
Sharpe & Margaret Strachan, Berta Nason, Alan & Nancy Nicholson, Elizabeth Poletti, Blake 
Running, Ellen Taylor, and Mary Yeshe.  
 

Please also welcome National Audubon Society new members: Lenore Adams, Kali 
Armstrong, Polly Burnham, Michael Cummins, Gerald Keck, Ann Kendall, Walter Ludlow, 
Mary Peterson, and Charles Stalnaker.  
 

Sincere thanks to National Audubon Society renewing members: Joyce Bateman, Kadie 
Gullickson, William Ritts, Steven Liston, Janet Coughlin, Roberta Guderian, James Driggers, 
Patricia Peterson, David Gans, Nancy Nicholson, Sally Angove, Richard Edelen, Kathleen 
Wanner, Bill Davis, Sumner Sharpe, Mary Gardinier, Cherri Murphy, Victoria Wolfe, Timothy 
Scheuer, Mary Bradbury, Marjorie Levine, and Pamela Bompart. 
 

LCAS MEMBERSHIP: A new membership or renewal is $15/$25 per household (see below) 
and is current for one year, January 1 through December 31. You can join and/or renew by 
using our website’s online MEMBERSHIP button. Please be sure we receive all your correct 
contact information. If you do not have access to the website, you can join or renew by filling 
out a registration form located either in this newsletter or printed from lastchanceaudubon.org. 
Please send completed registration form and your $15 check (or $25 check if you wish to get 
the newsletter in hardcopy) to: LCAS, PO Box 924, Helena, MT, 59624. If you are not sure if 
you are up to date with your membership, please feel free to email the Membership Chair to 
verify.  
 

PRINTED and ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTERS: We want all our members to stay 
informed about chapter news and happenings. If you do not have access to email, staying 
current with your chapter membership to Last Chance Audubon Society guarantees that you 
will continue to receive a printed version of our newsletter, but due to increased printing costs, 
we are asking for an additional $10 for processing. If you do have email access, please help us 
keep printing costs to a minimum and opt to receive our newsletter electronically. Those dollars 
we save will be spent for important bird habitat, education, and outreach. Thank you. 
 

NAS MEMBERSHIP: If you would like National Audubon Society membership information 
or to renew with them, please direct an email to customerservice@audubon.org or contact them 
directly by phone at 1-844-428-3826. We are unable to forward memberships to National 
Audubon.  
 

-- Sharon Dewart-Hansen, Membership Chair, smdewarthansen@charter.net  
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https://www.facebook.com/lastchanceaudubon 

Website: https://www.lastchanceaudubon.org/ 

Last Chance Audubon Society 

PO Box 924 

Helena, MT 59624 

First-Class 
Postage 

Required 
Helena MT 59601 

Support LCAS through a donation or 
membership today! 

LCAS COMMITTEE CHAIRS/
CONTACTS 
 

Birdseed Sale: Sue Jackson & 
Sandy Shull, 443-4486 or 449-
0904  
Christmas Bird Count: Coburn 
Currier, clcurrier@hotmail.com  
Conservation: Brian Shovers, 
443-6640, 
sholace0848@gmail.com  

Education: Sumner Sharpe, 
mtnutmeg@gmail.com 

Field Trips: open 
Habitat: Shane Sater, 208-597-
0488, shsater@gmail.com  

Meeting Set-up: Doug Hansen, 
mthusker@charter.net 
Monthly Program: Sandy Shull, 
449-0904  
Publicity: Liz Hiltunen, 227-5492, 
lhiltunen@q.com  
MT Audubon State Office: 443-
3949  

LCAS BOARD 
 

PRESIDENT: Janice Miller, 
439-5762, jan2854@gmail.com 
SECRETARY: Brian Shovers, 443-
6640, sholace0848@gmail.com  
TREASURER: Sue Jackson, 443-
4486, suejacksonmt@gmail.com  
WEBSITE/BOARD: Stephen Turner, 
521-0000, turnstonest@gmail.com 
EDUCATION/BOARD: Sumner 
Sharpe, mtnutmeg@gmail.com  
NEWSLETTER/BOARD: Shane 
Sater, 208-597-0488, 
shsater@gmail.com  
MEMBERSHIP/BOARD: Sharon 
Dewart-Hansen, 422-4546, 
smdewarthansen@charter.net  
BOARD AT LARGE: Coburn Currier, 
clcurrier@hotmail.com 
BOARD AT LARGE: Bob Martinka, 
449-3313, rmartink@aol.com  
BOARD AT LARGE: Jo Lace, 443-
6640  
BOARD AT LARGE: Glenda 
Bradshaw, bradshaw@mt.net 


