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Published September to May    Helena, MT        September 2021 

Navigating 
COVID Safely 
 
On August 24, the Last Chance Audubon 
Board of Directors met to discuss the 
upcoming 2021-2022 LCAS season. It was 
with a heavy heart that the board decided to 
postpone the LCAS 50th anniversary 
celebration that was planned at Spring 
Meadow Lake on September 12. The board 
recognized that with the recent surge in 
COVID infections and the difficulty in 
celebrating safely, especially in a setting with 
food and conversation, it was necessary to 
postpone this event until spring 2022. We 
appreciate your patience while we navigate 
these uncertain waters. 
 
Additionally, the board agreed that 
our September program, scheduled for 
September 14 at Montana WILD, would be 
cancelled. Montana WILD has closed the 
auditorium indefinitely in light of recent 
COVID trends and the risks posed by indoor 
meetings. The board will meet again on 
September 14 to discuss future program 
meetings. Much of this conversation will 
revolve around the current COVID situation 
and the availability of the Montana WILD 
auditorium. 
 
Now for the good news! The Jane Beasley 
Memorial Trail at Spring Meadow Lake is all 
but complete, with signage on the way! Please 

join us on Sunday, September 12, at 4:00 
p.m., as we dedicate the trail and celebrate the 
memory of Jane Beasley. A short unveiling 
and trail walk will accompany the dedication. 
LCAS, in cooperation with MT Fish, Wildlife 
and Parks, Montana Conservation Corps, and 
many volunteers, is proud to dedicate this trail 
to the memory of Jane Shull Beasley – LCAS 
member, volunteer, supporter, artist, 
businesswoman, radio talk show host, and 
friend. Please stop by and help us celebrate 
Jane Beasley with family and friends.  
 
*We are asking all who participate in this 
celebration to please wear a mask that 
covers the nose and mouth (regardless of 
vaccination status) and practice social 
distancing to the greatest extent possible. 
Thanks for keeping our chapter safe! 

Black-capped Chickadee by Bob Martinka. 
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Jane Beasley Memorial Trail: A Brief History 
 

Approximately 500 people living along Country Club 
Road and in the Joslyn Trailer Court had to evacuate 
while 120 firefighters put out the fire burning trees and 
shrubs around Spring Meadow Lake State Park, 44 acres 
in total. 

Thankfully, it wasn’t this summer. It was mid-September 
of 2007, when a 20-year-old young man, standing in the 
Kessler Brewery parking lot, set off a homemade,  
cannon-like firework. The fire destroyed two vacant 
homes and charred much of the vegetation between the 
brewery and the lake. 

Besides the obvious losses, LCAS lost something as well: 
a NEW trail, winding its way through the southwest 
corner of the park, amidst the lush vegetation of mature 
trees and shrubs, frequented by songbirds and others, 
particularly during migration. It was a disheartening day.  

Over the course of the following year, LCAS provided a 
$2000 grant from our Habitat Protection Fund to MT Fish, Wildlife, & Parks (FWP) to 
enhance native habitat surrounding Spring Meadow Lake. Later we added another $500 in 
recognition of the area’s visibility and widespread use by the community.  

Now it’s 14 years later. The scars from the burn have basically healed. Amazingly, a trace of 
the trail survived the fire. Over this past year we have worked with FWP and MT WILD to re-
establish the trail. Last summer, an adult Montana Conservation Corps (MCC) crew restored 
the trail and laid down the first truckload of decomposed granite. This summer, an MCC youth 
crew cut weeds and encroaching plants along the trail and spread a second layer of decomposed 
granite. They also restructured the small bridge that crosses a seasonal stream, making it much 
easier for all of us to navigate. It is now, finally, a pleasurable place to search for a multitude of 
bird species.  

We are dedicating that trail to Jane Beasley, who called herself, “a lover of nature and a nutty 
artist.” She opened Birds & Beasleys in 1993 with her husband, Ray, and also hosted a weekly 
radio show for 19 years on birding. From the book For the Love of Birds, The Illustrations of 
Jane Shull Beasley: “Jane was magical, charismatic, charming, gifted, and kind.”  

The dedication of the Jane Beasley Memorial Trail, at Spring Meadow Lake State Park, will 
take place Sunday, September 12, 2021, at 4:00 p.m. 

It’s time to celebrate! Please JOIN US! 

-- Janice Miller, President, LCAS 

Orange-crowned Warbler                     
by Bob Martinka. 
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MCC Work 
 
A Montana Conservation Corps youth 

crew of five Montana teens spent a week 
working on the Jane Beasley Memorial 
Trail at Spring Meadow Lake State Park 

in July. They removed weeds, widened 
areas of the trail, reconstructed the small 
bridge, and spread a new layer of 

decomposed granite on the surface. Here, 
Lt. Gov. Kristen Juras visits with the 
crew members on July 22. 

World Shorebird Day Field Trip 
 

Migration time has arrived and the 
shorebirds have been steadily moving 
south, with many already passing through 
the Helena Valley. This year, to support 

the World Shorebird Day effort, LCAS is 
again offering a chapter field trip to 
survey shorebirds and other bird species at 

nearby Canyon Ferry WMA. Several 
shorebird ID experts will be on hand to 
assist with identifying these avian gems. 

Binoculars are a must and if you have a 
scope, please plan to bring it. Scopes can 
be especially helpful for picking out 

details on many species. The field trip is 

free to current LCAS members and has limited space available. Members are encouraged to 
register for the field trip as soon as possible. Non-members are also welcome. The cost of the 

field trip for non-members is $15, which includes a one-year membership to LCAS. The day 
trip is scheduled for Sunday, September 5, 2021. The field trip will meet at the northeast end 
of the Costco parking lot at 7:00 a.m. Please plan to arrive a few minutes early. The trip will 

return from the WMA no later than 1:00 p.m. We will try to carpool to the greatest extent 
possible and due to COVID-19 we are asking all participants (regardless of vaccination status) 
to wear a mask that completely covers the nose and mouth while riding in a vehicle. To register, 

contact Stephen Turner at turnstonest@gmail.com. The survey requires an approximately 1.5-
mile round-trip walk on dirt roads. Participants are reminded to wear sturdy footwear and to 
dress for any type of weather.  

Sanderling by Stephen Turner. 

Lt. Gov. Juras with the MCC youth crew.                    
Photo by Sue Jackson. 

https://www.lastchanceaudubon.org/about/membership/
mailto:turnstonest@gmail.com
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Carroll College Student Grant Report:  
Shoreline Erosion Dynamics and 
Swallow Nests 

David Lange, Carroll College 2020-2021 LCAS 
award grantee, undertook a study of shoreline 
geomorphology and erosion at Canyon Ferry Lake 
for his BA Honors Thesis in Environmental 
Science. David noted that no studies had been done 
to determine relative erosion risk and site-specific 
factors that drive shoreline erosion and deposition 
processes. In response to a request from LCAS, 
David added a survey of swallow nests, shoreline 
types, and rock types. 

This baseline study focused on the classification and mapping of five shoreline types for the 
entire lake, looking at rock types and how these types and their characteristics related to erosion 
risk. The research and report concluded that the strongest erosion and deposition relationships 
were between steep cliffs and Tertiary sedimentary rocks.  

Previous research summarized in this study suggested that varying water levels during strong 
wind months such as April are a major factor in erosion and sedimentation. Further study on 
Canyon Ferry Lake is needed to address the relationships between shoreline characteristics and 
water levels, wind/wave energy, and orientation. 

Swallow Nests. Lange surveyed potential and occupied nesting areas on cliffs for Bank and 
Cliff Swallows in an area in the vicinity of White Earth Campground. He confirmed and 
mapped 17 existing or possible swallow nesting areas with multiple nests in each area: 13 Bank 
Swallow areas, five Cliff Swallow areas, and two additional areas of potential habitat.   

Bank Swallows tended to nest in fine-grained sandy layers of the steep cliffs, avoiding gravelly 
layers above and below. Cliff Swallow nesting locations were primarily in the ash layer 
overhangs in the steep cliffs near White Earth Campground. 

-- Summary provided by Sumner Sharpe 

LCAS Board Meeting Highlights: July 20, 2021 
 

Treasurer’s Report: Birdathon 2021 revenue: 
$3,348, to be split 50/50 with MT Audubon. 
Membership: Currently, 177 paid LCAS members. 
MT Audubon Update: LCAS supported MT 
Audubon’s initial proposal to place a staff member at 
MT WILD to foster educational outreach. This is a 
work in progress. 
Education Committee: Outreach planned to school 
districts to provide video, Bird Flight Patterns and 
Music, to music teachers. Support to K-5 teachers to 
add curricula elements consistent with LCAS mission. 
Jane Beasley Trail at Spring Meadow Lake:  
Improvements to the trail have been underway in 
preparation for the dedication ceremony. 

Bank Swallow nest by Bob Martinka. 

Long-billed Dowitchers by Janice Miller. 
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The View from Sevenmile Creek: August 
Note: The surveys on Sevenmile Creek are a collaboration between Last Chance Audubon Society (LCAS) and Prickly Pear Land 
Trust (PPLT). PPLT acquired the Sevenmile property in 2016 for open space and habitat purposes. Stream restoration activities 
in the area are ongoing, and public access is not permitted at this time. PPLT provides access to LCAS volunteers specifically to 
conduct bird surveys and restoration activities. Questions? Contact Nate Kopp, nate@pricklypearlt.org.  

August 28, 2021. The air is clear today, with 
only the faintest hint of the wildfire smoke 
that has made our summer gray. Rimmed by 
the blue bowl of the mountains, the new 
floodplain is a riotous clamor of plants. Some 
would see only “weeds” and walk on past. But 
the Vesper and Savannah Sparrows, whose 
whispery seep calls slip up all around us, 
seem to know otherwise. Occasionally we see 
them flying up from this jungle of wild 
sunflowers, Rocky Mountain beeplants, pit-
seed and giant-seed goosefoots, and wild 
amaranths. This tangle of native annuals is 
bearing a heavy seed crop – a buffet in the 
waiting for all of this fall’s migrant sparrows. 
Of course there are some non-native plants 
here, too – among them kochia, a “weed” if 
any plant is – but perhaps the sparrows will 
appreciate their seeds, too.  

The colors are striking. The giant-seed 
goosefoot’s deep purple seedheads stand out 
against the ruffled green of the amaranth. 
Wild sunflowers nod like yellow beacons to 
the goldfinches. The beeplants are in full 
flower and their magenta globes draw not 
only our attention but also that of the 
bumblebees, wasps, and hundreds of 
honeybees. 

This rambunctious garden is recent, a 
testament to nature’s resiliency in the face of 
a brutal summer. Four months ago this new 
floodplain was a moonscape, a scar of bare, 
muddy soil stretching for a quarter mile with a 
tentative stream channel contoured across it. 
But the moist earth was full of seeds, banked 
here for decades, waiting for a chance to 
grow. On May 18 and 19, LCAS volunteers 
scattered bag after bag of additional native 
seeds, collected locally the previous fall, 
aiming to encourage better habitat for 
pollinators and birds. As I tossed tufts of 
milkweed seed on the breeze and watched 
them drift down, I could only hope the 
weather would be favorable. 

Sunflowers, beeplant, and goosefoot growing on the 
Sevenmile Creek floodplain. Photo by Shane Sater. 

Scattering showy milkweed seeds across the same 
floodplain three months earlier, May 2021. Photo by 

Shane Sater. 

Migrant White-crowned Sparrow eating kochia seeds 
at Sevenmile Creek, October. Photo by Shane Sater. 

mailto:nate@pricklypearlt.org
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The next day, a late storm blanketed Helena 
with over a foot of snow. The cold snap was a 
severe challenge for migrant birds, but for 
these seeds the moisture was a gift, a hopeful 
head start in life.  

But then the gift dried up. June came without 
its usual rains, and by the end of the month an 
oppressive “heat dome” had settled over us. 
Sevenmile Creek dropped to an alarmingly 
low trickle. Then came the wildfires, plumes 
from burning forests all across the west, and 
we settled into a hot haze of a summer. 

I got out to Sevenmile Creek occasionally on 
my days off, enough to know that only few of 
the seeds we had planted were growing. 
There were occasional Rocky Mountain 
beeplants, scattered wild sunflowers, and a 
few colonies of showy milkweed where the 
soil had stayed moist. The native plants 
already in the seed bank here – the goosefoots 
– had fared better with their earlier head start 
on the season. But what of the thirty other 
species we had planted? What of the 
thousands of showy milkweed seeds that had 
landed in drier spots? Were they still viable 
and waiting for next year, or had they started 
to germinate, only to die of drought? 

Today this question still remains unanswered. 
Only the seeds know, and they will not be 
telling us until next spring. But as I poke 
around this wild garden, thriving in spite of a 
summer of adversity, I keep spotting native 
plants I had given up on. Showy milkweed 
shoots are poking up in areas that had seemed 
too dry for germination. Clusters of tall 
evening-primrose rosettes are thriving near 
the ponds. A black cottonwood cutting is still growing after this summer of drought. And as the 
full-grown beeplants nod with the humming of hundreds of bees, they seem to be affirming, 
“Whatever challenges the summer may bring, life will keep on trying to thrive.”  

Whatever challenges this year brings, I hope that we all may continue working together to help 
life thrive. 

-- Shane Sater   

Rocky Mountain beeplant at Sevenmile Creek. Photo 
by Shane Sater. 

Killdeer chick in the new floodplain, June 2021. Photo 
by Shane Sater. 
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Membership Report  

Please welcome Last Chance Audubon Society 
new members: Silvia Ceravolo, Mark & Dee 
Dee Cress, Scott Currey, Eliza Frazer & Barry 
Hood, Katie Knight & Judy Fjell, and Scott 
Rosetto.  

Sincere thanks to Last Chance renewing 
members: Kathryn Bramer, Bruce Desonia, 
William Fairbank, John & Debrah Fosket, Joy 
Holloway, Jan Horan, Nancy Kiser, Curtis Lund, 
Larry Peterman, Leroy & Diana Schramm, and 
Jeff Van Tine. 

Please also welcome National Audubon Society 
new members: John Mundinger, M. Debelak, 
Carol Dees, Wallace Jewell, Sandra Guedes, 
Katharine Donnelley, Silvia Cerevolo, John 
Anthony, Roger Bacon, Beki Brandborg, Joanna 
Dove, Sidney Erickson, Margaret Miller, Peter Petek, and James Reynolds.     

Sincere thanks to National Audubon Society renewing members: Hunter Coleman, Eleanor 
Parker, Ken Swingley, Paul Ferry, Sarah Bond, Janine Hunt, Raleigh Hartmus, Jay Simons, 
Donna Uken, Dave Mott, Bruce Desonia, Charlie Semmens, Lawrence McEvoy, Joe Lamson, 
Barry Hood, Curtis Lund, Marlyn Atkins, Van Bass, Ann Bauchman, Matt Dalton, Vicki 
Downhour, Andrea Eckerson, Irene Erdie, Helen Fee, Curtis Lund, Cary Lund, and Harrie 
Sherwood.   

LCAS MEMBERSHIP: A new membership or renewal is $15/$25 per household (see below) 
and is current for one year, January 1 through December 31. You can join and/or renew by 
using our website’s online MEMBERSHIP button. Please be sure we receive all your correct 
contact information. If you do not have access to the website, you can join or renew by filling 
out a registration form located either in this newsletter or printed from lastchanceaudubon.org. 
Please send completed registration form and your $15 check (or $25 check if you wish to get 
the newsletter in hardcopy) to: LCAS, PO Box 924, Helena, MT, 59624. If you are not sure if 
you are up to date with your membership, please feel free to email the Membership Chair to 
verify.  

PRINTED and ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTERS: We want all our members to stay 
informed about chapter news and happenings. If you do not have access to email, staying 
current with your chapter membership to Last Chance Audubon Society guarantees that you 
will continue to receive a printed version of our newsletter, but due to increased printing costs, 
we are asking for an additional $10 for processing. If you do have email access, please help us 
keep printing costs to a minimum and opt to receive our newsletter electronically. Those dollars 
we save will be spent for important bird habitat, education, and outreach. Thank you.  

NAS MEMBERSHIP: If you would like National Audubon Society membership information 
or to renew with them, please direct an email to customerservice@audubon.org or contact them 
directly by phone at 1-844-428-3826. We are unable to forward memberships to National 
Audubon.  

-- Sharon Dewart-Hansen, Membership Chair, smdewarthansen@charter.net  

Least Sandpiper by Dan Ellison. 

https://www.lastchanceaudubon.org/
mailto:customerservice@audubon.org
mailto:smdewarthansen@charter.net


 

 - 8 - 

 
- 8 - 

 
- 8 - 

https://www.facebook.com/lastchanceaudubon 

Website: https://www.lastchanceaudubon.org/ 

Last Chance Audubon Society 

PO Box 924 

Helena, MT 59624 

First-Class 
Postage 

Required 
Helena MT 59601 

Support LCAS through a donation or 
membership today! 

LCAS COMMITTEE CHAIRS/
CONTACTS 
 

Birdseed Sale: Sue Jackson & 
Sandy Shull, 443-4486 or 449-
0904  
Christmas Bird Count: Coburn 
Currier, clcurrier@hotmail.com  
Conservation: Brian Shovers, 
443-6640, 
sholace0848@gmail.com  

Education: Sumner Sharpe, 
mtnutmeg@gmail.com 

Field Trips: open 
Habitat: Shane Sater, 208-597-
0488, shsater@gmail.com  

Meeting Set-up: Doug Hansen, 
mthusker@charter.net 
Monthly Program: Sandy Shull, 
449-0904  
Publicity: Liz Hiltunen, 227-5492, 
lhiltunen@q.com  
MT Audubon State Office: 443-
3949  

LCAS BOARD 
 

PRESIDENT: Janice Miller, 
439-5762, jan2854@gmail.com 
SECRETARY: Brian Shovers, 443-
6640, sholace0848@gmail.com  
TREASURER: Sue Jackson, 443-
4486, suejacksonmt@gmail.com  
WEBSITE/BOARD: Stephen Turner, 
521-0000, turnstonest@gmail.com 
EDUCATION/BOARD: Sumner 
Sharpe, mtnutmeg@gmail.com  
NEWSLETTER/BOARD: Shane 
Sater, 208-597-0488, 
shsater@gmail.com  
MEMBERSHIP/BOARD: Sharon 
Dewart-Hansen, 422-4546, 
smdewarthansen@charter.net  
BOARD AT LARGE: Coburn Currier, 
clcurrier@hotmail.com 
BOARD AT LARGE: Bob Martinka, 
449-3313, rmartink@aol.com  
BOARD AT LARGE: Jo Lace, 443-
6640  
BOARD AT LARGE: Glenda 
Bradshaw, bradshaw@mt.net 

https://www.facebook.com/lastchanceaudubon
https://www.lastchanceaudubon.org/
https://www.lastchanceaudubon.org/donations/donate-to-last-chance-audubon-society/
https://www.lastchanceaudubon.org/donations/membership/
mailto:clcurrier@hotmail.com
mailto:sholace0848@gmail.com
mailto:mtnutmeg@gmail.com
mailto:shsater@gmail.com
mailto:mthusker@charter.net
mailto:lhiltunen@q.com
mailto:jan2854@gmail.com
mailto:sholace0848@gmail.com
mailto:suejacksonmt@gmail.com
mailto:turnstonest@gmail.com
mailto:mtnutmeg@gmail.com
mailto:shsater@gmail.com
mailto:smdewarthansen@charter.net
mailto:clcurrier@hotmail.com
mailto:rmartink@aol.com
mailto:bradshaw@mt.net

