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Bird Flight 
Patterns and Music 
 
Last Chance Audubon Society recently 
purchased a one-year subscription to an 
educational video produced by the New 
Bedford Symphony Orchestra. The video is 
titled Bird Flight Patterns and Music and is 
designed for all who have an interest in birds 
and music. The media presentation was 
created by New Bedford Symphony and 
combines bird flight video and classical 
music. Each segment of the video examines a 
particular flight pattern (flap and glide, 
murmuration, soaring, etc.) and utilizes a 
specific musical composition to show how art 
and nature can dovetail. The videography is 
stunning at times and the music adds a lovely 
background to the sequences. 
 
LCAS members and friends are welcome to 
check out the video at any time, and as often 
desired, until our subscription expires in June 
2022. To view the video please go to https://
nbsymphony.org/bird-flight-patterns-and-
music-curriculum/. When prompted, enter the 
password: BFPMC. Make sure that all of the 
password letters are capitalized. 
 
This project is also very appropriate as an 
educational curriculum for students. The 
LCAS Education Committee is offering to 
share the subscription with Helena School 
District #1 and other area schools. If you have 
an elementary age student or know of a 

classroom that would be interested in this 
project, please contact Sumner Sharpe 
at mtnutmeg@gmail.com. Sumner will let 
your student’s teacher know how to access the 
video for the classroom. 

Common Tern by Bob Martinka. 

https://nbsymphony.org/bird-flight-patterns-and-music-curriculum/
https://nbsymphony.org/bird-flight-patterns-and-music-curriculum/
https://nbsymphony.org/bird-flight-patterns-and-music-curriculum/
https://nbsymphony.org/bird-flight-patterns-and-music-curriculum/
mailto:mtnutmeg@gmail.com
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On September 12, 2021, a small crowd of 
LCAS members joined the family of Jane 
Shull Beasley to officially dedicate the Jane 
Beasley Memorial Trail, unveiling trail signs 
featuring Jane’s artwork. Through her life 
Jane Beasley did a great deal for birds and the 
natural world: 

• Jane educated Montanans far and 
wide, particularly in the Helena area, 
hosting a weekly radio show about 
birds for 19 years. 

• As an artist, she drew and painted 
many species of birds in the Helena 
area in their habitats, including the 
American Kestrel that has become 
the LCAS logo. 

• With her husband Ray, she opened 
Birds & Beasleys gift shop in 1993, a local store where you can purchase bird and 
nature artwork created by a variety of Montana artists. 

• During the summer months, Birds & Beasleys hosts bird walks once a week, sharing 
the thrill of birding with locals and visitors alike. 

• As part of the LCAS Fall Fundraiser each year, Birds & Beasleys donates proceeds 
from their birdseed sale to our chapter. We use these funds to promote education 
through scholarships and grants and to support projects such as the Beasley trail.   

 
Speaking of our Fall Fundraiser… This year we are proud to be raising funds for the new raptor 
enclosures planned at MT WILD, which include: 

• Educational bird enclosures for injured raptors that cannot be released, but can still 
teach us by participating in educational programs. 

• Interpretive signs that will encourage visitors to go birding at Spring Meadow Lake 
and along the NEW Beasley Trail. 

• Quieter areas to rehabilitate injured birds for release back into the wild. 
 

To donate to this worthy cause, visit our website: https://www.lastchanceaudubon.org/. Hit 
“DONATE NOW” and in the Comment section add “Fall Fundraiser.” 
 
LCAS is proud to carry on Jane Beasley’s legacy of education and nature appreciation. Thank 
you for your support as we continue to champion projects that benefit Helena, our visitors, and 
the BIRDS! 
 
-- Janice Miller, President, LCAS 
 
 

Members of the Jane Beasley family unveiling the 
sign marking the Beasley Memorial Trail at Spring 
Meadow Lake. Photo by Sharon Dewart-Hansen. 

https://www.lastchanceaudubon.org/
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Update on Fall Programs 
 

The LCAS Board of Directors met on September 14 for 
their monthly board meeting. Program Committee chair 
Liz Hiltunen sent a report to the board indicating that 
Montana WILD Education Center has closed the facility 
(including the auditorium where we regularly meet) 
indefinitely due to the increased number of COVID-19 
cases in the county and statewide. The board decided that 
with the year-end holidays approaching, Montanans will 
likely continue to struggle with pandemic issues, making 
it difficult for us to gather as a group. The board agreed to 
cancel our monthly program meetings through the end of 
2021. We will continue to evaluate this decision in the 
coming months. Should things change, a notice will be 
placed on the LCAS website and our membership and 
friends will be notified through the newsletter. We are 
hoping that we will, once again, be able to gather for our 
monthly meetings in early 2022. In the meantime, please 
mask up, keep your distance, and get vaccinated! Let’s get 
through this so we can gather together as a community 
again! 

LCAS Birdseed Sale 2021 
  

Once again, LCAS is joining with Birds & Beasleys for 
our annual birdseed sale, with proceeds going to the 
chapter’s ongoing education and habitat efforts. So if you 
need to stock up on sunflower seeds, thistle, or millet to 
get your neighborhood birds through this winter, stop by 
the Birds & Beasleys store (2 South Last Chance Gulch) 
between now and December 15. Just tell the staff that 
your purchase is part of the LCAS birdseed sale.  

October Board Meeting 
  
The next meeting of the LCAS board is scheduled for Tuesday, October 26. If you’re interested 
in attending, please email Janice Miller for details: jan2854@gmail.com. 

Staying Involved Through the Pandemic 
  
As the Covid-19 outbreak continues to stretch out for longer than anyone could have imagined, 
we are all disappointed that gathering in person for meetings remains hazardous. Fortunately, 
there are still opportunities to go birding and to stay connected with other local birders! Check 
out our Facebook page, which is updated regularly with local bird sightings of note. Do you 
have a high-quality bird photo, a brief story of a local bird sighting, or a favorite bird-related 
resource you’d like to share? LCAS members are welcome to submit these to the newsletter; we 
will run member photos and stories as we have space. Contact Shane Sater with submissions: 
shsater@gmail.com. 

Swainson’s Hawk by Janice Miller. 

American Goldfinch by Dan Ellison. 

https://fwp.mt.gov/education/montana-wild
https://www.lastchanceaudubon.org/
mailto:jan2854@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/lastchanceaudubon/
mailto:shsater@gmail.com
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The View from Sevenmile Creek: September 
Note: The surveys on Sevenmile Creek are a collaboration between Last Chance Audubon Society (LCAS) and Prickly Pear Land 
Trust (PPLT). PPLT acquired the Sevenmile property in 2016 for open space and habitat purposes. Stream restoration activities 
in the area are ongoing, and public access is not permitted at this time. PPLT provides access to LCAS volunteers specifically to 
conduct bird surveys and restoration activities. Questions? Contact Nate Kopp, nate@pricklypearlt.org.  
 

September 21, 2021. It is one of those crisp blue 
days at the edge between summer and fall. The 
goldenrod’s last flowers blaze like final rays of 
sunshine among the tawny seed tufts that have 
replaced earlier blooms. Three species of wasps 
move methodically from one flower to the next, 
stocking up on nectar before these late flowers, 
too, go away. The new floodplain is near the end 
of its growing season, and millions of seeds are 
ripe among the tan and red goosefoot clumps, the 
fading yellow sunflowers, and the straw-colored 
grasses.  
 
Dozens of sparrows fly up as I walk through this 
floodplain, end-of-season Savannahs and Vespers 
disturbed from their seed-gathering. Horned 
Larks call musically as they flush, fade away, and 
settle back down in this field of wild bird seed. A 
dozen Gray Partridges jump up from a goosefoot 
patch and scatter into the distance, whirring in 
annoyance. 
 
The laden goosefoot plants rustle with the wind as 
I approach another large patch. Once again, lispy 
calls tell me that the sparrows are feasting. This 
time it is a group of White-crowned Sparrows, 
enjoying this cornucopia of seeds on their way 
from the boreal forest to a mild winter farther 
south.  
 
Here and elsewhere, it has been a year of loss: of 
fire, drought, and more fire. These migrant 
sparrows may have flown through lung-choking 
air on their journey here or lost their summer 
homes in a searing blaze. Only last September, this floodplain itself was swept by fire. Months 
later, excavators disturbed it further as they rebuilt the stream channel. It will be years yet 
before the willow thickets and chokecherries, laden with caterpillars and plump black fruit, 
grow back here. In the meanwhile, food remains scarce for the fruit- and insect-eaters. 
 
But for now, an exuberant tangle of goosefoots and sunflowers clothes this floodplain, holding 
millions of seeds to help hungry sparrows and Horned Larks refuel. One year after what 
appeared to be a disaster, nature’s healing process is already well on its way. 
 
-- Shane Sater   

A patch of goosefoot in the Sevenmile Creek 
floodplain. Photo by Shane Sater. 

White-crowned Sparrow feeding on goosefoot 
seeds. Photo by Shane Sater. 

mailto:nate@pricklypearlt.org


 

 - 5 - 

 
- 5 - 

 
- 5 - 

Membership Report  

Sincere thanks to Last Chance 
renewing member Larry Berrin. 

Please also welcome National 
Audubon Society new members: 
Mary Carparelli and Fern Lang.   

Sincere thanks to National Audubon 
Society renewing members: Susan 
Buringrud, Maribeth Goodrich, Shirley 
Hudson, Penny Koke, Sue & Bruce 
Newell, and Terry O’Connor.  

LCAS MEMBERSHIP: A new 
membership or renewal is $15/$25 per 
household (see below) and is current 
for one year, January 1 through 
December 31. You can join and/or 
renew by using our website’s online 
MEMBERSHIP button. Please be sure 
we receive all your correct contact 
information. If you do not have access 
to the website, you can join or renew by 
filling out a registration form located 
either in this newsletter or printed from 
lastchanceaudubon.org. Please send 
completed registration form and your 
$15 check (or $25 check if you wish to 
get the newsletter in hardcopy) to: 
LCAS, PO Box 924, Helena, MT, 
59624. If you are not sure if you are up 
to date with your membership, please 
feel free to email the Membership Chair 
to verify.  

PRINTED and ELECTRONIC 
NEWSLETTERS: We want all our 
members to stay informed about chapter news and happenings. If you do not have access to 
email, staying current with your chapter membership to Last Chance Audubon Society 
guarantees that you will continue to receive a printed version of our newsletter, but due to 
increased printing costs, we are asking for an additional $10 for processing. If you do have 
email access, please help us keep printing costs to a minimum and opt to receive our newsletter 
electronically. Those dollars we save will be spent for important bird habitat, education, and 
outreach. Thank you. 

NAS MEMBERSHIP: If you would like National Audubon Society membership information 
or to renew with them, please direct an email to customerservice@audubon.org or contact them 
directly by phone at 1-844-428-3826. We are unable to forward memberships to National 
Audubon.  

-- Sharon Dewart-Hansen, Membership Chair, smdewarthansen@charter.net  

Trumpeter Swan family at Placid Lake by Liz Hiltunen. 

The sign on the newly dedicated Jane Beasley Memorial 
Trail. Photo by Sharon Dewart-Hansen. 

https://www.lastchanceaudubon.org/
mailto:customerservice@audubon.org
mailto:smdewarthansen@charter.net
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https://www.facebook.com/lastchanceaudubon 

Website: https://www.lastchanceaudubon.org/ 

Last Chance Audubon Society 

PO Box 924 

Helena, MT 59624 

First-Class 
Postage 

Required 
Helena MT 59601 

Support LCAS through a donation or 
membership today! 

LCAS COMMITTEE CHAIRS/
CONTACTS 
 

Birdseed Sale: Sue Jackson & 
Sandy Shull, 443-4486 or 449-
0904  
Christmas Bird Count: Coburn 
Currier, clcurrier@hotmail.com  
Conservation: Brian Shovers, 
443-6640, 
sholace0848@gmail.com  

Education: Sumner Sharpe, 
mtnutmeg@gmail.com 

Field Trips: open 
Habitat: Shane Sater, 208-597-
0488, shsater@gmail.com  

Meeting Set-up: Doug Hansen, 
mthusker@charter.net 
Monthly Program: Sandy Shull, 
449-0904  
Publicity: Liz Hiltunen, 227-5492, 
lhiltunen@q.com  
MT Audubon State Office: 443-
3949  

LCAS BOARD 
 

PRESIDENT: Janice Miller, 
439-5762, jan2854@gmail.com 
SECRETARY: Brian Shovers, 443-
6640, sholace0848@gmail.com  
TREASURER: Sue Jackson, 443-
4486, suejacksonmt@gmail.com  
WEBSITE/BOARD: Stephen Turner, 
521-0000, turnstonest@gmail.com 
EDUCATION/BOARD: Sumner 
Sharpe, mtnutmeg@gmail.com  
NEWSLETTER/BOARD: Shane 
Sater, 208-597-0488, 
shsater@gmail.com  
MEMBERSHIP/BOARD: Sharon 
Dewart-Hansen, 422-4546, 
smdewarthansen@charter.net  
BOARD AT LARGE: Coburn Currier, 
clcurrier@hotmail.com 
BOARD AT LARGE: Bob Martinka, 
449-3313, rmartink@aol.com  
BOARD AT LARGE: Jo Lace, 443-
6640  
BOARD AT LARGE: Glenda 
Bradshaw, bradshaw@mt.net 

https://www.facebook.com/lastchanceaudubon
https://www.lastchanceaudubon.org/
https://www.lastchanceaudubon.org/donations/donate-to-last-chance-audubon-society/
https://www.lastchanceaudubon.org/donations/membership/
mailto:clcurrier@hotmail.com
mailto:sholace0848@gmail.com
mailto:mtnutmeg@gmail.com
mailto:shsater@gmail.com
mailto:mthusker@charter.net
mailto:lhiltunen@q.com
mailto:jan2854@gmail.com
mailto:sholace0848@gmail.com
mailto:suejacksonmt@gmail.com
mailto:turnstonest@gmail.com
mailto:mtnutmeg@gmail.com
mailto:shsater@gmail.com
mailto:smdewarthansen@charter.net
mailto:clcurrier@hotmail.com
mailto:rmartink@aol.com
mailto:bradshaw@mt.net

