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Challenges in
Designing a Waterfowl
Protection Plan at the
Berkeley Pit
Tuesday, May 10, 2022

Program begins 7:00 p.m.
Masks Required—Seating
Limited
Montana WILD
2668 Broadwater Ave.
FREE - All Are Welcome

Snow Geese by Bob Martinka.

associate professor in the Department of
Biology at Montana Tech. Dr. Capoccia’s
main research interests focus on the human
dimensions of wildlife management and the
In the fall of 2016 when roughly 60,000 Snow human-animal relationship. Her current
research, in collaboration with naturalist Gary
Geese and Ross’s Geese landed in the
Swant, looks at trends in waterfowl migration
Berkeley Pit in Butte, approximately 3,000
and is helping to develop an updated
geese died despite round-the-clock hazing
efforts that continued for days. Except for that mitigation plan for the Berkeley Pit. Dr.
Capoccia received her Ph.D. in geography
event, observed avian activity on the pit
from Rutgers University studying the political
averages below 100 birds per day, over 99%
of which continue to be successfully hazed off ecology of wildlife conservation in east
Africa. She holds a Master’s in environmental
of the water. Why were the numbers so high
policy from Clark University, where she
in 2016, and what could be done to improve
studied urban wildlife policy. Dr. Capoccia
practices in the future? How might climate
has authored multiple publications and
change and biodiversity factor into decisionmaking to protect birds? This research reports presentations that address the urban ecology
of pigeons as well as the ongoing research on
on an on-going investigation to answer these
and other questions. Collectively, it provides a waterfowl migration at the Berkeley Pit.
biological overview of the Berkeley Pit, the
Note: Please help us to keep our members and
role it plays for waterfowl specifically during
friends safe. Masks will be required for this
migration, and how this knowledge can be
meeting. Seating will be limited, with small
used to minimize the future loss of waterfowl
groups of 2-4 chairs to provide some
likely to land on Pit water.
distancing. Please plan to arrive early to
assure a seat.
Our speaker, Stella Capoccia, PhD, is an
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Are you ready to PARTY?
On Sunday, July 31, 2022 at 4:00 pm, we at LCAS
are expecting (finally) to celebrate our 50th
anniversary of being an Audubon chapter – after 51
years! Because of the pandemic, we had to postpone
last year’s 50th celebration. With the ongoing
uncertainty of this pandemic, there is still a chance
we might have to postpone again – but for now, we
are moving forward with plans to CELEBRATE!
Although Helena has had dedicated birders
participating in the national Christmas Bird Count
since 1955, we didn’t become an official Audubon
chapter until 1971. The “history” tab on our website
recounts those beginnings:

Trumpeter Swan by Janice Miller.

In those early days the officers pledged to
hold monthly meetings between September to
May; to organize field trips; to conduct a
Christmas bird count; to educate the public
on the need to protect wild birds, animals,
trees and other plants and to promote a better
public understanding of the inter-dependence
of these natural resources.
We have carried on the goals of that original group,
and we continue to find ways to educate, protect, and
promote understanding of our natural world.

Rufous Hummingbird by Dan Ellison.

So let’s celebrate – mark your calendar for 4:00 pm on July 31! We’ll meet at the
pavilion at Spring Meadow Lake State Park. We will have live music, cake, drinks for
children, and beer for adults. Please bring dinner for you and your family (no “potluck”
this time). It will be an opportunity to share your stories of birds, projects, travels,
successes, and hopes for the future.

Families are welcome and encouraged. Bring your binoculars!
See you there!
-- Janice Miller, President, LCAS
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Mark Your Calendar: 2022 Field Trips!
Field trips are a long-standing LCAS tradition: a great way for
all of us to celebrate our local birds, meet new people, and
sharpen our birding skills. This year we have a diverse
selection planned, so whether you’re an avid birder or just
getting started, join us in the field! Plan to dress for the
weather, which can change suddenly. Bring sturdy footwear,
binoculars, snacks, water, sunscreen, and insect repellent.
Veery by Sharon Dewart-Hansen.
*** Note: Besides the LCAS bird walks listed below, Birds &
Beasleys will also be hosting bird walks every Saturday morning from May 14 – August 27.
Meet outside Birds & Beasleys at 7:30 am; walks will end around 10 am. In addition, there will
be evening walks on the last Wednesday of the month (June 29, July 27, and August 31): meet
outside Birds & Beasleys at 6:00 pm. Questions? Stop at the store or call 406-449-0904.
May 1-7: WORLD MIGRATORY BIRD DAY
The Montana Discovery Foundation is coordinating a variety of bird walks and programs for
the week leading up to World Migratory Bird Day. For details, visit http://
www.montanadiscoveryfoundation.org/programs/wmbd/.
May 29: SEVENMILE CREEK SPRING BIRDS
Join Shane Sater for this exploration of Prickly Pear Land Trust’s restoration site on Sevenmile
Creek, near the height of spring migration. The site burned a year and a half ago and the habitat
is still recovering (see page 7) – but even so, it is possible to see over 50 species here at this
time of year, including sparrows, warblers, swallows, and raptors. Terrain is uneven but fairly
level; there is no trail. Meet at 6:00 am at the west end of the Lundy Center; we will return
around 11:00 am. No dogs, please. Contact Shane to register, shsater@gmail.com.
June 3-5: WINGS ACROSS THE BIG SKY
Montana Audubon’s annual bird festival is taking place in Lewistown, MT. For details, visit
https://mtaudubon.org/outreach/montana-bird-festival/.
June 4: SPRING MEADOW LAKE & CHEVALLIER DRIVE
Join David Ewer in observing the diversity of late spring birds in two local riparian habitats.
Meet at 7:00 am at the Spring Meadow Lake parking lot on Country Club Ave. The group will
bird around the entire lake (about ¾ mile) and then continue to Chevallier Dr and bird/drive to
near the interstate, where the guided portion of the trip will end around 12-1 pm. This gravel/
dirt road gets light but constant traffic on the weekends; walking opportunities here are limited.
Watch for Bullock’s Orioles, Yellow Warblers, vireos, various swallows, Red-naped
Sapsuckers, Northern Waterthrushes, and Brewer’s Sparrows. Other possible sightings include
Yellow-breasted Chat and Lewis’s Woodpecker. Young children are welcome but no dogs,
please. Toilet facilities are available at Spring Meadow Lake but not along Chevallier Dr.
Contact David, 406-202-2933, with any questions.
June 11: MULLAN ROAD
Sharon Dewart-Hansen will lead a trip to Mullan Road on the west side of McDonald Pass. As
many as 46 species can be seen in this area, including Veery, Northern Waterthrush, Olivesided Flycatcher, Willow Flycatcher, Red-naped Sapsucker, and Lazuli Bunting. Meet at the
west end of the Lundy Center (on Euclid) at 6:30 am and expect to return by roughly 12:00 pm.
Contact Sharon by May 30 at smdewarthansen@charter.net to reserve a spot.
June 20: NORTH JEFFERSON COUNTY
Dan Ellison will lead this excursion to two riparian areas: Ash Grove Park along Prickly Pear
Creek, and Buffalo Creek northwest of Clancy. The stands of streamside cottonwoods, alders,
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willows, and chokecherries attract warblers, woodpeckers,
flycatchers, vireos, thrushes, and more. Look for Western
Tanagers, Veeries, Lazuli Buntings, and Rock Wrens. It may also
be possible to visit active Mountain and Western Bluebird nest
boxes on this trip. Walking will be on mostly level ground on an
improved trail, with some exploring among the streamside
vegetation. The only restroom is a serviceable port-a-pot at
Ashgrove Park. Meet at 6:45 am at the Montana City Grill
(carpooling is encouraged); expect to return by 11:00 am.
Maximum group size is 10 and a minimum of 4 must be registered
by June 13 to avoid trip cancellation – so register early by
contacting Dan, daellison70@gmail.com, with your name(s) and a
Red-naped Sapsucker by
good phone number for exchanging text messages.
Sharon Dewart-Hansen.
June 26: SEVENMILE CREEK BREEDING BIRDS
Shane Sater will lead this morning walk at Sevenmile Creek near the peak of the nesting season.
Expect to see an abundance of grassland breeders such as Western Meadowlarks and Savannah
Sparrows. Riparian thickets suffered a setback when this site burned a year and a half ago, so
we will be keeping our eyes peeled for thicket-nesters and trying to find out how well the
habitat is recovering. Terrain is uneven but fairly level; there is no trail. Meet at 6:00 am at the
west end of the Lundy Center; we will return around 11:00 am. No dogs, please. Contact Shane
to register, shsater@gmail.com.
June 28: INTRO TO BIRD SURVEYS & eBIRD
Stephen Turner and MT Audubon’s Peter Dudley will be co-leading an evening walk (6:00 pm)
at Spring Meadow Lake to introduce participants to bird survey techniques and to eBird, the
powerful crowd-sourced bird database. This event is intended for people who enjoy birding,
have some knowledge of local bird species, and are looking to expand their repertoire.
Registration is required for this event and opens on June 14: https://www.register-ed.com/
events/view/180049.
July 9: LITTLE BLACKFOOT RIVER AND TELEGRAPH CREEK
Don Skaar will lead this trip upstream along the Little Blackfoot River and Telegraph Creek,
then over the Continental Divide and down to the Tenmile Creek road. Expect normal riparian
and conifer-forest birds, hopefully including Cassin’s Vireo, Northern Waterthrush, Rufous
Hummingbird, Cordilleran Flycatcher, White-crowned Sparrow, Lincoln’s Sparrow, and
Wilson’s Warbler. Meet at the west end of the Lundy Center parking lot at 6:30 am and expect
to be done around noon. We will try to carpool as much as possible. To register, call Don Skaar,
406-465-6135.
August 9: SEVENMILE CREEK BIRDS
Shane Sater will lead this hour-long evening walk along Sevenmile Creek in search of birds as
the nesting season wraps up and the first hints of fall migration are beginning. Expect uneven
but fairly level terrain; we will cross the creek on a plank bridge. Registration for this walk
opens on July 26: https://www.register-ed.com/events/view/180030.
August 16: SEVENMILE CREEK INSECT DIVERSITY
What do insects have to do with birds? Join Shane Sater for this hour-long evening walk in
search of insects and their roles in the ecosystem along Sevenmile Creek. Expect uneven but
level terrain. Registration for this walk opens on August 2: https://www.register-ed.com/events/
view/180031.
September 4: WORLD SHOREBIRDS DAY
Stephen Turner will lead a trip to Canyon Ferry WMA to survey for migrating shorebirds.
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Several shorebird ID experts will be on hand. Meet at the northeast end of the Costco parking
lot at 7:00 am (please arrive a few minutes early). Return no later than 1:00 pm. This trip has
limited space. It is free to current LCAS members. Non-members pay $15, which includes a
one-year membership to LCAS. Expect a 1.5 mile round-trip walk on dirt roads. Contact
Stephen to register: turnstonest@gmail.com.
Birdathon 2022
HEY! Have you ever gone birding and stayed
out for the whole day?
Let that sink in… You and a friend (or two or
three) get together before the sun comes up.
You drive, walk, paddle, and/or bicycle from
one birding hotspot to the next, counting as
many bird species as you can possibly find –
ALL DAY LONG! Pack food and drink,
clothes for changing weather, binoculars,
spotting scope, bird book – and away you go!
Bird til you drop! (Actually, you can also set
a “more reasonable” time to call it quits – it’s
up to you.)

Birdathon Day by Janice Miller.

This day-long birding extravaganza is Birdathon – our
annual, fun birding fundraiser! Members of each
Birdathon team ask friends and relatives to kindly sponsor
their effort with a donation, either a lump sum or a perbird-species-found dollar amount. People LOVE to
support birds and Birdathon!
See how much money you can raise to benefit LCAS’
very active programs: college scholarships for graduating
high schoolers, habitat plantings, Carroll College student
research, bluebird boxes, birding trails, and much more.

Ruddy Duck by Janice Miller.

Join us for Birdathon this year! Email me your FUN team name, notify potential supporters, and
schedule your late spring birding day! We enjoy a friendly competition to see which team finds
the most species and which team raises the most funds.
You’ll have SO MUCH FUN! Guaranteed!
-- Janice Miller, jan2854@gmail.com, team Watershed Duo with Shane Sater

Board Election
The LCAS bylaws provide for the election of officers and board members at the chapter's May
meeting. Below are the nominees for positions that will be open as of July 1:
• President – Janice Miller
• Secretary – Brian Shovers
• Treasurer – Sue Jackson
• Board members (3 open positions) – Coburn Currier, Bob Martinka, Sumner Sharpe
Nominations are open until the election. All LCAS members attending the meeting are eligible
to vote.
-- Sue Jackson
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LCAS 2021-22 High School Scholarship Awards
The LCAS Education Committee is pleased to
announce that we have selected Helena High seniors
Cassidy Carpenter and Chloe Roberts to receive
scholarships for their future studies.
Cassidy plans to pursue a degree in environmental
science with a focus on conservation and
sustainability. She is interested in universities which
have “exhibited a commitment to preserving our
natural world through understanding and
implementing solutions to environmental issues.”
Cassidy is the captain of Helena High’s swim team
Golden-crowned Kinglet by Dan Ellison.
and she volunteers for food and clothing drives. She
has not yet decided on a university, but she has
narrowed her choices to Montana State, Oregon State, or the University of Minnesota. Cassidy
writes, “there is no more important and urgent task than understanding our impact on habitats
and making changes now to preserve our environment for enjoyment and health of future
generations.”
Chloe is a track and cross-country athlete, a member of the school’s Green and Outdoors Clubs,
and an avid singer for which she has received a Conductor’s Award and a Superior rating for
Solo at the state music festival. In addition, she is active in Montana Youth Action and her
church’s youth group and has participated in Grand Street Theater productions. Chloe writes, “I
am passionate about the environment... [I] want to pursue a research career to better understand
our natural world in order to promote habitat protection, discover impacts of climate change,
and advocate for long-term sustainable interactions between humans and our environment.” She
plans to attend Oregon State University to study ecological engineering.
Both are members of the National Honors Society and have participated in the US Forest
Service’s Youth Forestry Monitoring Program.
Thanks to Bob Martinka and Coburn Currier for their participation in the selection process, and
to Stephen Turner for his assistance .
-- Sumner Sharpe, Education Chair
Volunteer Opportunity: Bird Surveys at Montana WILD
Each spring, the Montana WILD education center hosts
school groups from around the state for field trips.
During these field trips, students participate in a variety
of conservation education and outdoor recreation
programs such as fishing, archery, living with wildlife –
and a bird survey! During the bird survey, students
follow a transect around Spring Meadow Lake and
collect data which is entered into eBird. Montana WILD
is always looking for enthusiastic volunteers to help out
on these surveys, either by leading a walk or by tagging
along as an extra set of hands. If you are interested in
learning more about volunteering for these programs,
Common Nighthawk by Bob Martinka.
contact Corie Rice, corie.rice@mt.gov.
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The View from Sevenmile Creek: April
Note: The surveys on Sevenmile Creek are a collaboration between Last Chance Audubon Society (LCAS) and Prickly Pear Land
Trust (PPLT). PPLT acquired the Sevenmile property in 2016 for open space and habitat purposes. Stream restoration activities
in the area are ongoing, and public access is not permitted at this time. PPLT provides access to LCAS volunteers specifically to
conduct bird surveys and restoration activities. Questions? Contact Nate Kopp, nate@pricklypearlt.org.

April 24, 2022. Away from the stream, the soil is dry, a sea of sand and silt dotted with clumps
of grasses. The signs of the fire that swept through a year and a half ago, along with the
droughty summer that followed, are still plain to see. The dry earth gazes skyward, waiting and
hoping for some good, soaking rains.
But while the dry earth waits, the grasses and milkvetches
are somehow finding enough moisture to push new green
leaves skyward. The phlox is in full bloom on the hillside,
while along the creek stinging nettles are poking up. And
overhead, the Northern Harriers are back.
Two males are sky-dancing, diving from a height and then
climbing steeply again, making their own aerial
rollercoaster. Two females, brownish above and streaky
below, are watching them. Last year, our familiar nesting
Hood’s Phlox by Shane Sater.
harriers were absent from the charred landscape. Now, it
seems, their small mammal prey has recovered, and two nesting pairs are setting up shop.
Along the stream, too, recovery from the fire is evident. Last year the top-killed chokecherries
sent out new shoots from their underground rhizomes. Now the first few leaves are opening on
these waist-high shoots, and the occasional Yellow-rumped Warbler is flitting from one to
another, hunting insects.
Mallards are everywhere on the stream and ponds, and they are not the only ducks: we flush a
few Green-winged Teals, American Wigeons, and a lone Cinnamon Teal. We watch a pair of
Killdeer mating on the floodplain. Then a far-reaching volley of whistles erupts from one of the
ponds: a Greater Yellowlegs! It lands on the next pond downstream and forages quietly at the
edge, apparently unconcerned that we are watching. In the three-plus years since the first ponds
appeared here, we have seen Spotted Sandpipers, Solitary Sandpipers, and even a Willet, but
this is our first yellowlegs. After three years of waiting, hoping that the habitat would continue
to grow and that a yellowlegs would find these ponds suitable, there is something very exciting
about finally getting to see one here. The Greater Yellowlegs marks the 165th bird species
LCAS has documented at Sevenmile Creek.
On April 23, along the stream meanders nearby, volunteers
from PPLT and LCAS planted 500 native trees and shrubs,
funded by an LCAS grant: black cottonwoods, sandbar
willows, skunkbush sumacs, and silverberries. The
cottonwoods, in particular, fill me with hope. What might
this place look like in 30 years, with cottonwoods shading
the stream, their trunks providing nesting cavities for House
Wrens, flickers, and Downy Woodpeckers?
In the 1979 guide to the “Birds of the Helena Valley,”
LCAS members reported Black-billed Cuckoos around
Helena. Though rare, the cuckoos were suspected breeders,
Greater Yellowlegs by Shane Sater.
with sightings at Spring Meadow Lake, Davis Gulch, and
what is now the Upper Prickly Pear Fishing Access Site. In contrast, eBird shows not a single
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modern record of a Black-billed Cuckoo in the valley.
If we are able, together, to help new cottonwood
stands grow along our streams, with new thickets of
chokecherry, willow, buffaloberry, and rose
underneath, could we have cuckoos in the Helena
Valley once again?
These young, bareroot cottonwoods, planted by
dozens of volunteers in this restored floodplain, hold
the hope that perhaps, decades from now, we may find
cuckoos at Sevenmile Creek. It’s a long time to wait.
But in the meanwhile, there are newly returned
harriers, Yellow-rumped Warblers, and a Greater
Yellowlegs, eking out a living in a landscape that is
waiting for rain.

Cottonwoods along Prickly Pear Creek,
East Helena. Photo by Shane Sater.

Meanwhile, Last Chance Audubon’s small grants for habitat are intended to support more
projects such as this. Do you have a habitat project that will benefit the community and our
local birds? Is there another local stream that needs some cottonwoods? Ask me for more
information, and consider applying for an LCAS habitat grant!
-- Shane Sater
Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza: Reason for Concern?
In mid-April, Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks
(FWP) detected “bird flu” – also known as Highly
Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI) – in a Snow
Goose near Canyon Ferry Lake and a Canada Goose
near Belgrade. Earlier in April, it was detected in
several domestic poultry flocks in the state, which
were destroyed. According to the CDC, the risk of
HPAI transmission to humans is very low. FWP
reports that waterfowl, raptors, turkeys and other
gamebirds, and scavengers such as crows can
contract the disease; it has also been detected in a
chickadee in Minnesota.

Snow Geese by Bob Martinka.

FWP recommends a few common-sense
precautions:
• Don’t handle dead wild birds.
• Wear gloves when cleaning bird feeders – clean
hands afterwards with alcohol or soap.
• Consider taking down bird feeders at this time of
year, when supplemental feed is less important –
feeding aggregations may spread HPAI.
• If you see unusually sick or dead birds, report
them to your local wildlife biologist or call the
Bozeman wildlife lab: 406-577-7880 or
406-577-7882.

Northern Pintail by Dan Ellison.

For more information, visit https://fwp.mt.gov/conservation/diseases/avian-influenza or https://
www.usgs.gov/centers/nwhc/science/avian-influenza-surveillance.
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Membership Report
Please welcome Last Chance Audubon Society new
members: Carmen Winslow and Renee Goddard.
Sincere thanks to Last Chance renewing members:
Denise Pengeroth, Pat Grantham, Pamela Harris, and
Beverly Pickett.
Please also welcome National Audubon Society new
members: Richard Mitchell, Roseva Guest, and Margaret
Wright.

Northern Harrier by Janice Miller.

Sincere thanks to National Audubon Society renewing
members: Steven Liston, Joanna Dove, Sally Angove, Brad Robinson, Cindy Yarberry,
Timothy Scheuer, George Blyman, Bill Cook, David Gans, and Michael Opar.
LCAS MEMBERSHIP: A new membership or renewal is $15/$25 per household (see below)
and is current for one year, January 1 through December 31. You can join and/or renew by
using our website’s online MEMBERSHIP button. Please be sure we receive all your correct
contact information. If you do not have access to the website, you can join or renew by filling
out a registration form located either in this newsletter or printed from lastchanceaudubon.org.
Please send completed registration form and your $15 check (or $25 check if you wish to get
the newsletter in hardcopy) to: LCAS, PO Box 924, Helena, MT, 59624. If you are not sure if
you are up to date with your membership, please feel free to email the Membership Chair to
verify.
PRINTED and ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTERS: We
want all our members to stay informed about chapter news
and happenings. If you do not have access to email,
staying current with your chapter membership to Last
Chance Audubon Society guarantees that you will
continue to receive a printed version of our newsletter, but
due to increased printing costs, we are asking for an
additional $10 for processing. If you do have email access,
please help us keep printing costs to a minimum and opt to
receive our newsletter electronically. Those dollars we
save will be spent for important bird habitat, education,
and outreach. Thank you.
NAS MEMBERSHIP: If you would like National
Marbled Godwit by Dan Ellison.
Audubon Society membership information or to renew
with them, please direct an email to customerservice@audubon.org or contact them directly by
phone at 1-844-428-3826. We are unable to forward memberships to National Audubon.
-- Sharon Dewart-Hansen, Membership Chair, smdewarthansen@charter.net
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Last Chance Audubon Society
PO Box 924
Helena, MT 59624

Support LCAS through a donation or
membership today!

https://www.facebook.com/lastchanceaudubon
Website: https://www.lastchanceaudubon.org/
LCAS BOARD
PRESIDENT: Janice Miller,
439-5762, jan2854@gmail.com
SECRETARY: Brian Shovers, 4436640, sholace0848@gmail.com
TREASURER: Sue Jackson, 4434486, suejacksonmt@gmail.com
WEBSITE/BOARD: Stephen Turner,
521-0000, turnstonest@gmail.com
EDUCATION/BOARD: Sumner
Sharpe, mtnutmeg@gmail.com
NEWSLETTER/BOARD: Shane
Sater, 208-597-0488,
shsater@gmail.com
MEMBERSHIP/BOARD: Sharon
Dewart-Hansen, 422-4546,
smdewarthansen@charter.net
BOARD AT LARGE: Coburn Currier,
clcurrier@hotmail.com
BOARD AT LARGE: Bob Martinka,
449-3313, rmartink@aol.com
BOARD AT LARGE: Glenda
Bradshaw, bradshaw@mt.net
BOARD AT LARGE: Don Skaar,
tedradon@gmail.com
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LCAS COMMITTEE CHAIRS/
CONTACTS
Birdseed Sale: Sue Jackson &
Sandy Shull, 443-4486 or 4490904
Christmas Bird Count: Coburn
Currier, clcurrier@hotmail.com
Conservation: Brian Shovers,
443-6640,
sholace0848@gmail.com
Education: Sumner Sharpe,
mtnutmeg@gmail.com
Field Trips: open
Habitat: Shane Sater, 208-5970488, shsater@gmail.com
Meeting Set-up: Doug Hansen,
mthusker@charter.net
Monthly Program: Sandy Shull,
449-0904
Publicity: Liz Hiltunen, 227-5492,
lhiltunen@q.com
MT Audubon State Office: 4433949

