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Published September to May    Helena, MT        March 2023 

Predicting Snow 
Goose Migration 

for the Berkeley Pit 
 

Tuesday, March 14, 2023 
Program begins 7:00 PM 

 

Montana WILD, 2668 
Broadwater Ave. 

Free – All Are Welcome 
Also available via Zoom! 

 

In 2016, unprecedented circumstances led an 
estimated sixty thousand snow geese to land 
on the Berkeley Pit, a Superfund site in Butte, 
Montana. Three thousand of the geese 
perished in the event. Afterwards, a group 
called the Berkeley Pit Waterfowl Protection 
Program was formed to ensure that a tragedy, 
like the one in 2016, never happens again. 
However, snow geese pose a unique and 
difficult problem for waterfowl protection at 
the Berkeley Pit. These birds fly long 
distances, travel in large flocks, migrate 
rapidly, and are vulnerable to mortality on the 
Pit. To enhance preparedness for the arrival of 
snow geese, the program has sought the 
ability to predict large migration pulses. 
Bailey Tasker, a Master of Ecological 
Restoration student at Montana Tech, is using 
GPS/GSM data from collared snow geese to 
understand when and why these birds move. 
Her project aims to transform this data into a 
tool which can predict the migration drivers of 

snow geese over Montana, thus enhancing 
waterfowl protection efforts at the Berkeley 
Pit.  
 

Our speaker, Bailey Tasker, is a biologist and 
soon-to-be restoration ecologist with a 
background in microbiology, soil science, and 
aquatic ecosystems. She holds a BS in 
Biology, a minor in Environmental Science, 
and a concentration in Scientific Research 
from Gonzaga University in Spokane, 
Washington. Bailey is the author of several 
publications focused on the effects of climate 
change and other stressors on native and non-
native species. She is also a graduate of Delta 
Waterfowl’s esteemed “Waterfowl Breeding 
Ecology Program.” Her graduate work is a 
collaboration between Montana Tech, USGS-
Western Ecological Research Center, and 
Environment and Climate Change Canada. 

Bailey Tasker with a Northern Shoveler duckling. 
Photo by Chris Nicolai. 
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Ethical Birding 

As some of you are aware, this January there was a sighting of a rare Northern Hawk Owl in a 
small community in southwestern Montana. This bird attracted a lot of attention. Cornell's 
eBird program has designated several bird species – including the Northern Hawk Owl – as 
“sensitive species” in order to prevent birders and photographers from flocking to an area to see 
them. The rationale for this is to protect these species from unnecessary stress due to 
disturbance. Even the most well-intentioned individual can inadvertently cause birds to become 
stressed without realizing it. In addition, eBird and social media posts regarding the location of 
sensitive species can lead to illegal trapping or taking of some species. Please exercise caution 
when creating posts or commenting on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter regarding these birds 
(eBird automatically hides the location information for sensitive species). 

A link from eBird that discusses the nature of Sensitive Species is included below. It defines 
protocols/practices for observing and reporting these birds. If you are planning to try to locate a 
known bird that meets the “sensitive” species definition, please refer to the eBird Sensitive 
Species protocol as well as the ABA Birding Code of Ethics before heading out.  

Please remember that all birds are susceptible to stress. 
Please practice good birding behavior out in the field and 
thanks in advance for giving the birds a break! 

The ABA Birding Code of Ethics, in brief: 

Practice and promote respectful, enjoyable, and 
thoughtful birding as defined in this code. 

1. Respect and promote birds and their environment. 

2. Respect and promote the birding community and its 
individual members. 

3. Respect and promote the law and the rights of others. 

Birding should be fun and help build a better future for 
birds, for birders, and for all people. 

eBird Sensitive Species Protocol 

The definition of a “Sensitive Species,” in brief: 

Sensitive Species in eBird are those for which demonstrable harm could occur from public 
display of site-level records, including (but not limited to): 1) targeted capture for the cage 
bird trade; 2) targeted hunting; 3) targeted disturbance of nests, roosts, or individual 
birds from birdwatchers or photographers. 

Let’s practice good birding ethics. 

-- Janice Miller, President, Last Chance Audubon Society (LCAS) 

Great Gray Owl – another sensitive 
species – by Shane Sater. 
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Audubon Adventures for Local Elementary Schools 

LCAS is pleased to announce our recent sponsorship of the National Audubon's Audubon 
Adventures for each elementary school library within the Helena School District. Audubon 
Adventures is a curriculum-based program focused on environmental education, geared to 
grades 3-5 (though it can be easily-adapted to younger or older groups). Each kit includes three 
or four separate seasonal issues of a student magazine, step-by-step teaching plans for each 
topic, hands-on activities, and online access to games, posters, quizzes. Learn more about 
Audubon Adventures here: https://www.audubonadventures.org/Whatis.htm  

LCAS is also planning to sponsor subscriptions for the elementary schools in East Helena, 
Clancy, and Montana City. In addition to the Audubon Adventures kits, LCAS will continue 
working with Helena-area elementary school libraries to provide "nature trunks," adapted to 
their students' needs and filled with items for use in classrooms or out in the field. We plan to 
begin to deliver these educational nature materials to schools in the next few years.  

We are able to fully fund these projects with the generosity of our dedicated members – thank  
you! 

Coming This Summer! First Wednesday Bird Walks at Montana WILD  

LCAS and Montana WILD Education Center are teaming up 
to host a series of guided summer bird walks. The walks will 

occur on the first Wednesday of each month, beginning May 

3 and ending August 2. Two walks will be offered each first 
Wednesday: an adult-oriented walk at 8:00 a.m. and a 

second outing for all ages at 8:30 a.m. The walks will take 

place at Spring Meadow Lake State Park, and will focus on 
enjoying and learning about birds through sight, sound, and 

behavior. After each walk concludes, the leaders will offer 

participants the opportunity to learn about entering data 
from the morning outing utilizing the eBird app. Watch for 

more details in the upcoming editions of the Last Chance 

Chat.  

Yellow Warbler by Bob Martinka. 

Join our Board! 
 
Last Chance Audubon’s bylaws call for a Board election to be 
held each year at the chapter’s May meeting. At this time we are 
looking for candidates to fill several open Board positions. The 
LCAS Board is very active, supporting and leading projects that 
promote “understanding, respect and enjoyment of birds and the 
natural world through education, habitat protection and 
environmental advocacy.” New ideas and enthusiasm are always 
welcome. Nominations are open until the May meeting. Contact 
Sue Jackson, suejacksonmt@gmail.com, to make a nomination. 

Brown Creeper by Bob 
Martinka. 
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Creating Place-based Bird Art 

A small population of American Robins regularly 
overwinters near Helena. There may be several 
hundred of them in the area during a given winter, 
feeding on the fruits of the junipers, mountain-
ashes, and Russian-olives. As spring approaches, 
local robin numbers begin to swell. One day, they're 
suddenly everywhere, countless thousands of them, 
singing exuberantly, hunting worms and beetles 
among the soggy grasses. 

In any season, the robins around Helena are 
dependent on the place where they live. They can't 
order things from Amazon! Food, shelter, and 
nesting materials: all of it forms a web of 
connections with the landscape around them.  

Robins live in the Hudson Valley of New York, too – and so does an artist who paints them 
using materials from the landscape. Mayuko Fujino uses pigments from local rocks, mixed with 
egg yolk or gum arabic, to paint stencil art featuring American robins and other birds.  

Why the inspiration to use natural paints? When her Brooklyn landlord raised her rent 
massively, Mayuko began building a tiny house on wheels as her personal solution to the 
housing crisis. Her new house will use a composting toilet and a graywater system – which 
means that all of the water from her sink will be used for watering plants. This water-efficient 
system simply wasn't compatible with toxic paints. And so, just like the robins, Mayuko looked 
to the landscape around her for a solution. 

"It blows my mind to think that each one of these little 
rocks is a condensation of the local geographical 
history," Mayuko writes on her website. "It makes me 
feel more connected to the place I now live in." 

Robins are one of our most familiar birds – but a 
report by the Audubon Society predicts that climate 
change will force them farther north and reduce their 
overall range. As we face ongoing habitat loss and 
increasingly uncertain weather, work such as 
Mayuko's can help us find a way forward. Facing a 
shortage of affordable housing, Mayuko looked to her 
local robins and landscape. She's developing a stronger 
connection with the place where she lives, reducing 
her footprint, and creating beautiful art that arises from 
the rocks around her. What can we learn from our local 
robins?  

Last Chance Audubon member Kris Bakula showed 
me Mayuko's art after learning about it in the National 
Audubon magazine. Thanks, Kris! Learn more about 
Mayuko's work, and purchase her art, at https://www.mayukofujino.com/. 

-- Shane Sater 

American Robin in spring by Shane Sater. 

Mayuko Fujino's American Robin stencil 
art in the home of Kris Bakula and Don 

Senn. Photo by Don Senn. 
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Counting our Winter Raptors 

During the winter, it's common to see Rough-legged Hawks, 
Red-tailed Hawks, and Bald Eagles – along with other 
raptors – in the Helena Valley. But how many of them are 
there? Last November, Stephen Turner began doing a once-a
-month winter raptor survey through the valley, with some 
impressive results. The January survey found: 

• 37 Rough-legged Hawks 
• 11 Red-tailed Hawks 
• 12 Bald Eagles 
• 3 Merlins 
• 1 Sharp-shinned Hawk 
• 1 Northern Harrier 

What's more, this raptor route is part of a much larger 
project across the northwestern US. As of this winter, 
volunteers are now surveying 542 routes across this area – 
allowing us to better understand our winter raptors and help 
conserve their habitat. 

Find the full story about the Helena route, and more about the project in general, at https://
whatsgoingonblog.org/2023/02/10/helena-winter-raptors/. 

-- Shane Sater 

Bird Seed Sale – Year-round! 

Birds & Beasleys has announced that from now on, the LCAS 

bird seed sale (which previously happened every fall) will run 

year-round! When you're at Birds & Beasleys purchasing your 
seed, just let the staff know that you're participating in the 

sale. Birds & Beasleys will donate a portion of the purchase 

price to LCAS. Many thanks to Sandy Shull and her staff for 

their generous support! 

Caterpillars, Carotenoids, Keystone Native Plants, and Beyond 
 

For the Birds 
 

For many songbirds, caterpillars are a very important part of the diet during the breeding 
season. Basically, they're soft-bodied packets of fat and protein – and they also provide birds 
with lots of healthy carotenoids. Carotenoids stimulate immune function, improve color vision 
and sperm vitality, and serve as antioxidants that protect proteins and DNA from oxidative 
damage. They are also a major component of colorful feather pigments.   
 

For birds rearing young, carotenoids are essential in the diet. 96% of North American terrestrial 
bird species rear their young on insects – and a large proportion of these insects are caterpillars 
or adult moths. (Doug Tallamy, Nature’s Best Hope)  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Merlin with vole by Shane Sater. 
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Keystone Native Plants 
 

Keystone plants are unique components of local food 
webs and are essential to the functioning of most other 
taxa in those food webs. Certain native plants are 
especially critical for supporting a large diversity of 
caterpillar species. (Doug Tallamy, Nature’s Best Hope) 

 
The 3 Keystone “Superstar” Native Trees for the 

Helena area 
(www.nwf.org/NativePlantFinder and 
fieldguide.mt.gov) 

  

 Willow (Salix) – critical habitat for 309 species of 
moth & butterfly larvae 

 Aspen, Cottonwood, Poplar (Populus) – critical 
habitat for 245 species of moth & butterfly larvae 

 Chokecherry, Plum, Cherry (Prunus) – critical 
habitat for 227 species of moth & butterfly larvae 

 

The 3 keystone “Superstar” native plants for the Helena area 
(www.nwf.org/NativePlantFinder and fieldguide.mt.gov) 
 

 Goldenrod (Solidago) – critical habitat for 65 species of moth & butterfly larvae. 
 Strawberry (Fragaria) – critical habitat for 64 species of moth & butterfly larvae 
 Sunflower (Helianthus) – critical habitat for 48 species of moth & butterfly larvae 

 
Completing the Life Cycle 
  

Regardless of which trees, shrubs, perennials or annual native species we plant, we also need to 
enable the caterpillars they support to complete their life cycles. After feeding on their host 
plant as a larva, most caterpillars drop to the ground to complete the final stages of their 
development. If we want to encourage caterpillars for our birds, we need to provide the 
microhabitats that pupae need to survive. To provide this habitat, replace lawns with annual/
perennial beds, groundcovers, shrubs, leaf litter, rocks, or logs. (Doug Tallamy, Nature’s Best 
Hope)   
 
Some Sources of Native Plants 
Center for Native Plants – https://centerfornativeplants.com/  406-862-4226 
• In Whitefish, MT. Retail nursery growing Montana native plants from responsibly-collected 

wild seed. 
Native Ideals – https://nativeideals.com/  406-552-7059 
• In Arlee, MT. Seed packets of Montana native plants from locally collected seed, grown in 

agricultural fields. 
Pipilo Native Plants – https://www.pipilonatives.com/  406-540-2230 
• In Charlo, MT. Plants native to Montana, from responsibly-collected seeds and cuttings. 
Prairie Moon Nursery – www.prairiemoon.com  1-866-417-8156 
• In Minnesota. Good selection of seeds plus specific germinating instructions for each 

species included with each order. 
 

-- Ruth Swenson, LCAS member 

 

Sphinx moth caterpillar by Shane Sater. 
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Membership Report 

Please welcome Last Chance Audubon Society 
new members: Gretchen Bingman, Mary Maj, 
Maggie Ryan, Brooke Shelley, and Gwendolyn 
Aldrich. 

Sincere thanks to Last Chance renewing 
members: Kathy Van Hook, Berma Saxton, 
Nancy & David Ewer, Dennis & Donna Uken, Pat 
Grantham & Carmen Winslow, Teresa Kaiserski, 
Berta Nason, Marlyn Atkins, Derik Reed, Sharon 
& Doug Hansen, Patricia Clark, Linda Huso, Ruth 
Kincaid, Kelly Rusoff, John Sarti, Stephanie 
Wallace, Debbie Cargile, and Ginnie Tally.  

Please also welcome National Audubon Society 
new members: Wanda Berndtson, Shirley Groff, 
Gertruse O’Leary, Sherry Schlundt, Lois 
Steinbeck, and Gloria Wels.  

Sincere thanks to National Audubon Society renewing members: Dee Anna, Jean Bond, 
Susan Capdeville, Eva Clark, Susan De Bree, Bruce Desonia, Janet Ellis, Constance Enzweiler, 
Linda Galloway, Sylvia Jackson, Walter Ludlow, Dallas Miller, Dave Mott, Susan Near, Jeanne 
Perkins, Lisa Upson, Catherine Wright, Lucy Zarr, Mary Kelley, Joyce Krings, John Lambing, 
Billie Mcdonald, and Gail Moser. 

LCAS MEMBERSHIP: A new membership or renewal is $15 per household and is current for 
one year, January 1 through December 31. You can join and/or renew by using our website’s 
online MEMBERSHIP button. Please be sure we receive all your correct contact information. 
If you do not have access to the website, you can join or renew by filling out a registration form 
located either in this newsletter or printed from lastchanceaudubon.org. Please send completed 
registration form and your $15 check to: LCAS, PO Box 924, Helena, MT, 59624. If you are 
not sure if you are up to date with your membership, please feel free to email the Membership 
Chair to verify.  

PRINTED and ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTERS: We want all our members to stay 
informed about chapter news and happenings. If you do not have access to email, staying 
current with your chapter membership to Last Chance Audubon Society guarantees that you 
will continue to receive a printed version of our newsletter but due to increased printing costs, 
we are asking for an additional $10 for processing. If you do have email access, please help us 
keep printing costs to a minimum and opt to receive our newsletter electronically. Those dollars 
we save will be spent for important bird habitat, education and outreach. Due to increasing 
costs, we will be phasing out sending hardcopies. Those who have already paid for them 
will continue to receive them until the end of this year. Thank you.  

NAS MEMBERSHIP: If you would like National Audubon Society membership information 
or to renew with them, please direct an email to customerservice@audubon.org or contact them 
directly by phone at 1-844-428-3826. We are unable to forward memberships to National 
Audubon.  

-- Sharon Dewart-Hansen, Membership Chair, smdewarthansen@charter.net  

American Kestrel with vole by Dan Ellison. 
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https://www.facebook.com/lastchanceaudubon 

Website: https://www.lastchanceaudubon.org/ 

Last Chance Audubon Society 

PO Box 924 

Helena, MT 59624 

First-Class 
Postage 

Required 
Helena MT 59601 

Support LCAS through a donation or 
membership today! 

LCAS COMMITTEE CHAIRS/
CONTACTS 
 

Birdseed Sale: Sue Jackson & 
Sandy Shull, 443-4486 or 449-
0904  
Christmas Bird Count: Coburn 
Currier, clcurrier@hotmail.com  
Conservation: Brian Shovers, 
443-6640, 
sholace0848@gmail.com  

Education: Sumner Sharpe, 
mtnutmeg@gmail.com 

Field Trips: open 
Habitat: Shane Sater, 208-597-
0488, 
info@whatsgoingonblog.org  

Meeting Set-up: Doug Hansen, 
mthusker@charter.net 
Monthly Program: Sandy Shull, 
449-0904  
Publicity: Liz Hiltunen, 227-5492, 
lhiltunen@q.com  
MT Audubon State Office: 443-
3949  

LCAS BOARD 
 

PRESIDENT: Janice Miller, 
439-5762, jan2854@gmail.com 
SECRETARY: Brian Shovers, 443-
6640, sholace0848@gmail.com  
TREASURER: Sue Jackson, 443-
4486, suejacksonmt@gmail.com  
WEBSITE/BOARD: Don Skaar, 
tedradon@gmail.com 
EDUCATION/BOARD: Sumner 
Sharpe, mtnutmeg@gmail.com  
NEWSLETTER/BOARD: Shane 
Sater, 208-597-0488, 
info@whatsgoingonblog.org  
MEMBERSHIP/BOARD: Sharon 
Dewart-Hansen, 422-4546, 
smdewarthansen@charter.net  
BOARD AT LARGE: Coburn Currier, 
clcurrier@hotmail.com 
BOARD AT LARGE: Bob Martinka, 
449-3313, rmartink@aol.com  
BOARD AT LARGE: Glenda 
Bradshaw, bradshaw@mt.net 
BOARD AT LARGE: Stephen 
Turner, 521-0000, 
turnstonest@gmail.com 


